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Top number ‘4’ is the number of beats per ba
Bottom number ‘4’ indicates the beats are crotchets
4 Crotchets in a bar
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natural

double flat

double sharp

Function

lower note semi-tone
raise note semi-tone
cancel previous accidental
lower note whole-tone

raise note whole-tone




emitone Semitone Semitone
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Tie (two notes, side-
by-side, same pitch)
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Tie (two notes, side-
by-side, same pitch,
different rhythmic value)
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The Tonic Triad

Tonic describes the first note of the scale.
A Triad is a chord made of three notes.

A Tonic Triad is a chord of three notes built on the first, third and fifth notes of the scale.

The tonic triad of C Major
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The tonic triad of G Major
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The tonic triad of D Major
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The tonic triad of F Major
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C Major Scale Ascending (Treble Clef)

G key signature and scale (treble clef)

G key signature and scale (bass clef)

D Major Scale (Bass Clef) F key signature & scale (bass clef)







Degrees of the Scale and Intervals

Degrees of the scale refers to the steps of the notes of the scale.

C Major
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2 3 4 5 6 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Intervals refers to the distance between two notes:

F Major

Melodic interval refers to the interval between two notes played one after the other,
i.e. asin a “melody.”

G Major

% _ Melodic 5th

Harmonic interval refers to the interval between two notes played together,
i.e. asin a “harmony.”

D Major




ABRSM — Theory

Italian Terms & Performance Directions

Grade 1

accelerando / accel.

adagio
allegretto
allegro
andante
cantabile

——
crescendo / cresc. /

da capo / D.C.
dal segno / D.S.

decrescendo / decresc.

diminuendo / dim. | ——

ine
I/ forte
I/ fortissimo
legato

lento

mezzo

" / mezzo forte

P / mezzo piano
moderato

P /piano

PP / pianissimo
POCO

rallentando / rall.
ritardando / rit.
ritenuto / rit.
staccato / stacc.

gradually getting quieter

play an octave higher NB va may be omitted
play an octave lower NB vb may be omitted or eve
replaced with va

repeat from the sign ¥

72 mm. =72 72 crochet beats in a minute

accent (placed over or under a note)

slur (joining two different notes)

repeat marks — at the second sign go back to the
first sign and repeat the music from there (if the
first sign is missed out, repeat from the beginning
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Reference 22

An English-Chinese Glossary of Terms Commonly Used in the Learning and Teaching
of Music

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/arts-edu/
references/mus-ref012/music%20glossary 20111116.pdf

ABRSM Music Theory Practice Materials
https://gb.abrsm.org/en/theory2018/free-practice-materials

ABRSM Music Theory Syllabus and Practice Materials (in Chinese)
http://www.abrsm.com.tw/practical_info/theory info.htm

Note Identification Game
https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/note

Enquiry (ask question through email)
ptviolinstudio@gmail.com
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mailto:ptviolinstudio@gmail.com

