What was the Fundamental Conflict
between Yosef and his Brothers?

Source 1: Bereishit Ch. 28

Connecting heaven and earth
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Source 2a): Bereishit Ch. 30
;)32 ‘T?Zﬂ] , DM M3 23 And she conceived, and bore a

-NN DNYN GON ,IINM) son, and said: 'God hath taken away
o7 )J.%er; my reproach.'




90 MY-NN NIPM 42 24 And she called his name Joseph,

12,59 M 99 9Ny saying: "The LORD add to me
o TR A another son.’

5,311 ﬂ‘!bz YYND 0% N3 25 And it came to pass, when
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2b) Rashi on location

when Rachel had borne Joseph: When the HIN YMN9 9499 9UNH
adversary of Esau was born, as it is said (Obadiah C S Jo

1:18): “And the house of Jacob shall be fire and ;\:): 13“\1? ,\{:1 ) 721;\;){?\; ‘]10\)};’
the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of T SwET )
Esau shall become stubble.” Fire without a flame ‘1.?” 3?\’;3 U apy?
does not burn anything a distance away. As soon \’Ji?b “?” pabdm ) ‘ﬂ?‘o'—"
as Joseph was born, Jacob trusted in the Holy N‘J:l UN SN NT72Y)
One, blessed be He and desired to return [to ,71!'\'1)9? VYIV IIN ﬂ;lﬁl'?
Canaan]. — [from B.B. 123b, Targum Jonathan 3“7})2 nov1a ‘]DV ‘1'?])\)))3

ben Uzziel, Gen. Rabbah 73:7] : :H\")'? ﬂ§—11 nrapna
What is the apparent “antagonism” between Yosef and
Yaakov? Why is it that “Beit Yosef”’ will ‘burn’ ‘Beit Esav’

2¢) Commentary of Hadar Zekeinim
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(Quoting the verse in Sefer Ovadia) R. Yaakov Bar Nachmani said: It’s

our tradition that Esav will only fall - into the hands of the sons of
Rachel



Source 3: Bereishit Ch. 37

-12 90 Ay M1on NYN A 2 These are the generations of Jacob.
NN ’.'i”-.‘ 251 MY r:n'\vv'isi':w) Joseph, being seventeen years old, was

 feeding the

flock with his brethren,

>;_;1—m_;_< W) XIN) NN PON being still a lad even with the sons of
;AN OY) ,NADY 7)2-NN) NP2 Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his

5NNy DNIT-NN P K21 fathers wives; and Joseph brought evil
R "o ﬂ’:l;*{ report of them unto their father.

Source 4 Rabbeinu Bachaye

What was written earlier? “These are the kings that
ruled in the Land of Edom..And these are the names
of the leaders of Esav.” Yaakov saw the leaders of
Esav, and was afraid. He said, “Who can stand up
against all of these kings and leaders?” To what can
this be compared? To camels carrying straw, and the
welder stands and wonders: How can he bring in any
of the straw. There was a supervisor there, who asked,
“Why are you concerned about the straw? One spark
will set it all aflame. So too, when Yaakov saw all of
Esav’s leaders, he was fearful. The Holy One Blessed
be He said: One of your sparks will destroy them, as
it says, “And the house of Jacob shall be fire and the
house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau shall
become stubble.”. And this is what is meant by: These
are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, ie a spark of the
generations of Yaakov — Yosef — will destroy all of the
generations of Esav of whom Yaakov was afraid.
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Source 5: Bereishit Ch. 37

GOV-NX 2NN ,ONIW” 2 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all
;N D3P -12-99--1)2-591 his children, because he was the son of his
D'pa NN 19 Nvyy ;v9 old age; and he made him a coat of many
T T colours.

Source 6: Rashi

a son of his old age: Heb. - 011 |2, for he was born to nYo 0 129V, BpT )2
him in his old age (Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 38). 92 0) 9N U)‘J‘P)Nﬁ AN
Onkelos rendered: for he was a wise son to him. ‘r)_g?v) e bg — N9 N 02N
Whatever he had learned from Shem and Eber he ;z:wgr A9 901 932y DYnN
gave over to him. Another explanation: for his i—,qu 15\?‘ ]’J’iP’Z}( 3 ,—,20\,9
(Joseph'’s) features (]1ip'X 1'M) resembled his own (those .39

of Jacob). [From Gen. Rabbah 84:8]

Source 7: Summary of Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky’s point of
view on the “Torah of Shem and Ever”
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Source 8a): Bereishit Ch. 37

GO-NN 2NN ,ONIY?) ) 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than

' all his children, because he was the
D’?‘?_S']Q"?"Vﬁl'b?)_ﬁ son of his old age; and he made him a

NI i NWYY ;10 ,NXIN coat of many colours.
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8b) Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, The Living Torah

Ketonet passim, in the Hebrew. The word passim can be translated as "colorful"
(Radak; Septuagint), "embroidered" (Ibn Ezra; Bachya; Nachmanides on
Exodus 28:2), "striped" (Ibn Janach; Radak, Sherashim), or "illustrated"
(Targum Yonathan). It can also denote a long garment, coming down to the
"palms" of the hands (Rashbam; Ibn Ezra; Baaley Tosafoth; Midrash Rabbah),
and the feet (Lekach Tov). Alternatively, the word denotes the material out of
which the coat was made, which was fine wool (Rashi) or silk (Ibn Janach).
Hence, Ketonet passim, may be translated as "a full-sleeved robe," "a coat of
many colors," "a coat reaching to his feet," "an ornamented tunic," "a silk robe,"
or "a fine woolen cloak."
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Source 9: Rav David Chai HaKohen

It’s possible that the stripes were straight lines that 0> ONP PN OXOINY IVIN
continued from one side of the garment to the MNP DN THaN NXPN 1PDWVNIY
other; if so, they testify to the quality of Yaakov, yn3yy59n S5y 0> yn o121 9 ON)
who was able to connect heaven to earth... This is 5yyyyy NIYPNI NIINNN IPY Y
also the quality of Yosef, who, in the future, the ANOINN M OYY MY NN
Jewish people will be named for: Hate evil and

love good, And establish justice in the gate; 79 DYPIVY 901 NN MINANDD
Perhaps the LORD, the God of Hosts, Will be mTy 3 DY Y ?(‘\P’ﬂb NI
gracious to the remnant of Joseph (Amos Ch. 5) & W17 10N PN DN
Give ear, @) shepherd of  Israel ©VW): QDY MINY N-INIYOTID
who leads Joseph like a flock! Appear, You who 9BV IN¥2 1) .00 N ©5NN)
are enthroned on the cherubim, Ao



Source 10: The Insights of the Malbim

Yosef reported to their father what they had been talking about, so that
their father would rebuke them, make peace between them and warn them
not to continue on that path. This reflected Yosef's righteousness and
positive character.. The brothers misunderstood him and thought that he
intended to denigrate them in the eyes of their father and slander
them...Malbim goes on to say that the brothers perceived their
relationship to Yosef — in Yaakov’s eyes — as the relationship of other
famous brothers in Sefer Bereishit
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Source 11: Bereishit Ch. 37

yN)- 1)’)3\’) D‘]’bN ‘1)3N’1 6 And he said unto them: 'Hear,

n-mbn YN M Dﬁﬁ“] I pray you, this dream which I
have dreamed:

DYNYND NNMIN 137) ¥ 7 for, behold, we were binding
NYMm -1‘1\))-] ‘T];nj D’DbN sheaves in the field, and, lo, my

MM ; NAN-ON) ’ﬂDbN -])37' sheaf arose, and also stood
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PINPYM, DD’J’\DbN 71)>2DN sheaves came round about, and
) n-mbub bowed down to my sheaf.'

"[7)3“1 PNN 2 37N N 8 And his brethren said to him:
b\)))gn b]w)g DN 13>by "[b)gn 'Shalt thou indeed reign over us?

_'3), NN NI TIY 1999 ;13 or shalt thou indeed have
dominion over us?' And they
1’137 -y ) 1’3'1)3 7!'\ hated him yet the more for his

dreams, and for his words.

Source 12: Rav David Chai HaCohen

How did Yosef perceive the role of his brothers in his dream?
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Source 13: Bereishit Ch. 27

PNNY ,PION NN 93 26 And his father Isaac said unto him:
9-NPYA N)- ﬂ\’)) : VAN 'Come near now, and kiss me, my son.'
)3

N2 ,19-P¥7 ,¥3 3 27 And he came near, and kissed him.
;027221 1732 N)-NN And he smelled the smell of his
r\"): ’): n’ﬂ "\N‘\ ‘mN?] raiment, and blessed him, and said:
,mﬂ, 1992 ‘)\{)N ‘1‘1\9 See, the smell of my son is as the
smell of a field which the LORD hath
blessed.

,OXTIOND ,77-Y12) N3 28 So God give thee of the dew of
MNYM ,0MYN SVN heaven, and of the fat places of the
NN, 1NT A9 --XIND earth, and plenty of corn and wine.



Rav David Chai HaCohen (cont’d)

Reaping, placing into sheaves, eventual bringing them into a goren and
cleaning of wheat
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Last week, we discussed the significance of the second dream and eventually
proposed that it was a hint as to the extent of Yosef’s future rule in Mizraim.
But perhaps the meaning of the dream related to the entire family — including
his parents — Yaakov and Rachel, as giant luminaries, lighting up the
darkness of the night, with his brothers, the stars, disseminating that light to
the world. Recall what the Torah says after the second dream 5N 99V 13N)
9377 — His father anxiously awaited for the materialization of the dream, but
wanted to quell the conflict between the brothers.
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Source 14a): Bereishit Ch. 37

,9OV-ON DN IIN? M 13 And Israel said unto Joseph: 'Do
--DD\v:l DY+ "[’l'\N NI not thy brethren feed the flock in
; DTPIN TNIYUN) N2 Shechem? come, and I will send thee
R ) qun_ unto them.' And he said to him: 'Here
' am]1.
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14 And he said to him: 'Go now, see
whether it is well with thy brethren,
and well with the flock; and bring me
back word.' So he sent him out of the
vale of Hebron, and he came to
Shechem.

15 And a certain man found him,
and, behold, he was wandering in the
field. And the man asked him,
saying: "What seekest thou?'

16 And he said: 'I seek my brethren.
Tell me, I pray thee, where they are
feeding the flock.'

17 And the man said: 'They are
departed hence; for I heard them say:
Let us go to Dothan.' And Joseph
went after his brethren, and found
them 1n Dothan.

14b) Rashi

D INND D YISY IWON. A YD)
They’ve departed from brotherhood

Source 14c¢) R. David Chai HaCohen
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It could be that this wandering symbolized that despite the central role
that Yosef became aware of in the midst of his brothers, it wouldn’t be
sustainable without their support; he needs them, as well, to carry out
the prophetic vision of the field. From this perspective, the field in which
he wandered, was the field of his dreams



