
Ready for Reading



Introduction

In the IELTS Academic Reading module, there are three passages which are from various sources
like books, journals, magazines, and newspapers. The passages do not require specialist knowledge
for you to understand them. At least one of the three passages contains a detailed logical argument.

The question types used are:

• choosing suitable paragraph/section headings from a list
• classification
• completing sentences with the correct endings
• identification of information using ‘True/False/Not Given’ statements
• identification of the writers’ claims and views using ‘Yes/No/Not Given’ statements
• labeling a diagram
• matching information to paragraphs/names to statements
• multiple-choice
• note/flowchart/
• table completion
• sentence completion

You will have one hour to answer 40 questions, which is about 90 seconds for each question. This
means that you will need to learn to move around the Reading Passage and the questions quickly. In
the exam, there is no time to ‘study’ the Reading Passages. In order to be as fast as possible, there
are three important strategies that you need to learn:

• scanning and skimming – these are the reading skills that you need to employ at different times to
answer various types of questions.

• understanding the different question types
• understanding when to leave questions you cannot do initially, move on and come back later.



Understanding True/False/Not Given statements

‘True/False/Not Given’ statements are used to check if statements agree with the information in the
Reading Passage.

Example:
Questions 22 – 26
Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 2?
In boxes 22 -26 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN           if there is no information on this

What does ‘false’ mean here?
What is the difference between ‘false’ and ‘not given’?



1   Read the extract on the below and do the exercises, which follow.



2   Work with your teacher. Use a-k to help you analyze the ‘True/False/Not Given’ statements 
in sentences 1-9 below. Underline the relevant words in each sentence.
a  verbs to do with cause and effect, for example, lead to, bring about, result in/from
b  restricting/excluding words, for example, only
c  quantities, for example, all, majority/most/little/a little
d  adjectives that qualify, for example, particular, inevitable, mistaken, higher
e  adverbs that qualify, for example, largely, slightly
f  numbers
g  ‘negative’ verbs, for example, ignore, fail
h  verbs/phrases that indicate doubt, for example, suggest: It is suggested …
i  comparisons
j  verbs to do with linking, for example, connect, link, associate, but not cause and effect
k  time relationships

Example:
The Bronze Age in China lasted more than a thousand years.
Comparison (more than) and length of time (a thousand years): i/k

1  Bronze was used more for weapons than for ritual objects.

2  According to the later Chinese histories, ancient rulers were only interested in the   

administrative side of leadership.

3  Yu is said to have established the Xia dynasty.

4  Ten sacred vessels were made by Yu.

5  The sacred vessels were destroyed by the end of each dynasty.

6  The Chinese Bronze Age was a simpler period than discoveries show.

7  All the legendary history of the Xia has been substantiated by archaeology.

8  The Xia are connected with the Erlitou culture.

9  The Erlitou culture had an impact on the Zhou.



3   Scan the text to locate the information in statements 1–9 and decide whether they are “True’, 
“False’ or “Not Given’.

1    NOT GIVEN. There is no comparison of weapons and ritual objects
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Understanding 'Yes/No/Not Given' statements 

“Yes/No/Not Given’ statements are used to check if statements agree with the claims or views of the writer in the 
Reading Passage – i.e. does the writer make a judgment about information in the Reading Passage?

Checking claims is similar to checking information. Look at the ‘True/False/Not Given’ statements above. All of 
the statements can be classed as claims, but only statement 7 could be classed as an opinion or view. For example, 
statement 1 cannot be an opinion because it is either a statement of fact or a claim. The same applies to 
statement 2 and so on. You can put It is a fact that or I claim that in front of all these statements, but you cannot 
say I believe that before the statements because it is not a matter of opinion. Can you say: I believe that water 
boils at 100 degrees centigrade? It is a claim until it is proven.



1  Work with your teacher. Look at the extract and statements 1–7 below. The words
in italics highlight the views expressed in the statements. These words can occur in statements
checking the views of the writer: Decide what the function of the words in italics is in each
sentence.

1  People in cities now tend to be less active.

2  The best way to ensure the health benefits from active cities is through investment.

3  Open spaces in an active city are of little use to workers.

4  City dwellers should make more use of the open spaces.

5   It is easier for people in London than those in other cities to make use of open spaces. 

6   It is likely that cities will benefit from having more open spaces.

7  Having good street design is an effective way to improve the quality of life of the public.



2  Scan the text to locate the information in statements 1–7 and decide whether the answer is ‘Yes’ or 
‘No’ or ‘Not Given’.
Write:
YES                        if the statement agrees with the views of the writer
NO                         if the statement contradicts the views of the writer
NOT GIVEN       if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks of this
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Paragraph/Section headings

1  The title of the whole Reading Passage is The Impact of Coastal Erosion. Predict which of the 
following you expect to find in the passage:

cause effect problem                 solution              historical background

2  Match your answer in exercise 1 to words in the heading below.

3 Look at paragraph A above related to the heading. Underline the words that relate to factors. Then 
circle words that relate to coastal erosion.

Factors:

leading to:

coastal erosion:

factors:

coastal erosion:



4  Look at paragraph B and decide whether it is about:

1  the effects of coastal change
2  the methods employed to check coastal change.

Which verb(s) and noun helped you make your decision?

5  Look at the list of headings below for the Reading Passage and circle the general nouns, e.g. 
factors and methods, in the headings.

i

ii

iii

iv

v



6  Underline the words that make the general nouns in the headings specific.

i

ii

iii

iv

v



Summary completion

1  Work with your teacher. Look at paragraphs C–E. read the summary below and use the 
questions in the colored boxes to help you answer Questions 10-13.



Sentence completion

1  Work with your teacher. Look at the last paragraph E and make questions for examining 
the following sentence:

Whatever approach is used, no section of coast should be studied or managed in isolation. The
whole picture must be understood, in regard to changes in the past, the present position, and        
how any coastal management scheme will be affected by future changes. The best and most   
sustainable options probably lie in an integrated coastal zone management approach. These may 
contain multiple response strategies that can be modified for different socioeconomic factors and 
environmental conditions, working with natural processes rather than against them. Geo-scientists 
have a key role to play in providing the foundations for such management.

E

2  Answer the question.

Notes:

https://englishastir.com
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