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Spoken Chinese Lesson 1: Greetings
https://youtu.be/vitrH_O71dJg

Say “{R%F" to a Stranger

NIFFIRZXIERIRHE, (RiF —ERIRFRIBE—MEE, HNEEXBENR(RF", 525 RIR
AAFE—RNE, sEFBATSIENARER, &AL BRFEEIRII X,

When you start to learn Mandarin, | bet “{R4F” is the first phrase you’ll learn. Yes, to be polite, we

often say “{/R4F” to a stranger, especially when meeting someone for the first time, or to get

someone’s attention or interrupt someone for asking for a favor.

Example Dialogues
1.

Ni hao!
A: R 4F!

Hello!

Ni hao!
B: R 7!

Hello!

Nin hao!
A: 3 57!

Hello!
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Nin hao!
B: & iF!

Hello!

Ni hao, gingwén xishdujian zai nar?
AR BF, B8 EFE £ BRLY

Excuse me, where is the bathroom?

Zai na bian.
B: £ A 14,

It's over there.

4.
Wei?
A E?

Hello?

Ni hao, gingwen Zhang xiansheng zai ma?
B:{R4§F, 1BEE 5K E E e
Hello, may | speak to Mr. Zhang?
Qing déng yixia.
AE F T
Hold on, please.
Tip
R EBTR. AT RIS, (RPILXIEN, BRSERER S, iciE, ERRE
[EHEFEE A,

“f23” is more polite than“//R”. You can use “/2¥” to your teachers, or clients, or seniors, etc to show

your respect. Remember that using “//RiF” to greet a stranger .
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“Hi” to Someone You Know

EEBNXNEE, BERMARRA, Bk, B%F, ME, FF, HII-—RIE—EMZLHE
W, sE BRI — N RIRFEER L,

In everyday Chinese, to greet people we know well, such as friends, co-workers, neighbors, etc,

we often greet by asking a simple and obvious question, or just simply call someone’s name or title.

Example Dialogues
1.
(on the street)

Qu nar ya?
A: X 8L 0F?

Where are you going?

Qu chaoshi.

B: X 8.,

To the grocery store.

2.
(in the hallway)

Li Idoshr.
A: =&,
Hello, Miss Li.
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3.

(waiting for the elevator)
Zao, Wang jingli.

AR, £ =,

Morning, Manager Zhang.

Z3ao.
B: &,

Morning.

4.

(in the community)

Ayi.
A: FjgEE,

Hello, auntie.

Qu shang ban a?
B:Z& Lt ¥ Mw?

Going to work?

Ng.
A lE,

Yes.

5.
(on the phone)

Zuijin za yang?
A sl IE A7

How are you doing recently?

Mang si le.

B: I %67,
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Really busy.

6.
(on the phone)

Mang sha ne?
Al B R?

What's up?

Méi mang sha.
B: g IL K.

Nothing much.

Zuijin zénme yang?

ARE BA 7

How’s it going?

You dianr léi.
B:E =)L &,
A bit tired.

Ni zuijin za yang?
IR &EIE 7

How about you?

Hai xing.
Ak 17,

I'm OK.

Advice

https://www.everydaychinese.com



@213

EverydayChinese.com

MEE, HNEEATEXMNI, TR EANER. BIIELEERERUE A", 33—
PREMR: "REEAFSE REMFE", —RA=EEHRE . SRR R T EE,
BERGEIIIRET, BIMBREBSREMIR, &7, AL, sSiERIEE CRIBREFIRRIA,

In spoken Chinese, we often use the word , meaning “/&A4”. We also use “I£” a lot instead of “{
.”. Note that when a friend greets you by saying “GslT/EAFE” or “Bx)TNERE”, we almost never say
“FRIREF”. Just keep in mind that it's never really WRONG to say “F{R4F”. Even though we’re good,

we just humbly say ““A17” or “/4LEJLA, or start the conversation directly by talking about our current

situation.
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