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“As evening approached, Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea who had become a
follower of Jesus, went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. And Pilate issued an
order to release it to him. Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a long sheet of
clean linen cloth. He placed it in his own new tomb, which had been carved out of
the rock. Then he rolled a great stone across the entrance and left. Both Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting across from the tomb and watching.”
Matthew 27:57-61 (NLT)

“The next day, on the Sabbath, the leading priests and Pharisees went to see
Pilate. They told him, ‘Sir, we remember what that deceiver once said while he was
still alive: “After three days | will rise from the dead.” So we request that you seal
the tomb until the third day. This will prevent his disciples from coming and stealing
his body and then telling everyone he was raised from the dead! If that happens,
we’ll be worse off than we were at first.” Pilate replied, ‘Take guards and secure it
the best you can.’” So they sealed the tomb and posted guards to protect it.”
Matthew 27:62—66 (NLT)

What’s the stone in your life?

What’s guarding the stone?

“Saturday evening, when the Sabbath ended, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome went out and purchased burial spices so they could anoint
Jesus’ body. Very early on Sunday morning, just at sunrise, they went to the tomb.
On the way they were asking each other, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from
the entrance to the tomb?” Mark 16:1-3 (NLT)
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What are you expecting?

“But as they arrived, they looked up and saw that the stone, which was very large,
had already been rolled aside.” Mark 16:4 (NLT)

“As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting
on the right side, and they were alarmed.” Mark 16:5 (NIV)

“Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went out to visit the tomb. Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For
an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside the stone, and sat on it.
His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow. The guards
shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell into a dead faint.”

Matthew 28:1—4 (NLT)

“Then the angel spoke to the women. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. ‘| know you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just
as he said would happen. Come, see where his body was lying.”

Matthew 28:5-6 (NLT)

“Jesus told her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will
live, even after dying. Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever
die. Do you believe this, Martha?"” John 11:25-26 (NLT)

Do you believe?

“If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you
are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are
saved.” Romans 10:9-10 (NLT)
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