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Course Syllabus 
 
 
 

Survey of the Old Testament II 
 
 
 

Charles H. Gaulden, D.Min 
 
 
 
 
I. Course Description 

 
This course is a study of the second half of the Old Testament. In this course we will discuss 

the major archaeological discoveries of the O.T. setting and its impact on the scriptures; the 
introduction to Hebrew Poetry and Wisdom Literature; the formation to the O.T; and the introduction 
to the Prophetic Literature. 

 
II. Course Rationale 

 
A.Philosophical 

 
1.To examine the components of O.T. history from 930 to 430 B.C. and its significance for 
belief and the practice of Christian life. 

 
2.To produce a profound respect for the value of the O.T. in the life of the Christian and the 
Church. 

 
3.To introduce the student to the key prophets, places and events of the O.T. in their proper 
contexts. 

 
B.Practical 

 
The O.T. prophetic literature is foundation to understanding the eternal work of God in and 
with His people. This course will assist the students to develop both knowledge and skill 
with O.T. scripture for use in his or her personal life and ministerial vocation. 

 
III. Course Objectives 

 
A.The student will be able to demonstrate and explain a working knowledge of the time 
period from Solomon’s death in 930 B.C. until the prophet Malachi in 430 B.C. and its impact 
on the scriptures (Knowledge). 

 
B.The student will be able to understand and relate the significance of the part to the O.T. 
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as they relate to the whole of Israelite history and scripture as a whole (Comprehension and 
Synthesis). 

 
C.The student will be able to identify and summarize the basic types of literature contained 
in the O.T.: Pentateuch, Historical Books, Poetic Books, Wisdom and Prophetic Literature 
(Comprehension and Synthesis). 

 
D.The student will be able to discuss the relationship between the knowledge gained in this 
class and his or her own theological and spiritual development (Comprehension, Analysis, 
Synthesis and Evaluation). 

 
IV. Suggested Tools of Study 

A.The Bible—any translation. The teacher will use the New King James translation. 

B.This study guide. This guide is meant to be a future help for the student. The guide is listed 
in order of the cannon of scripture for the student’s aid; however, the teacher will teach in 
a chronological order. Students watching via video should be aware that this syllabus has 
been updated since the original filming. 

 
C.Textbook required: Survey of the Old Testament by Paul N. Benware. The student should 
read the book in its entirety, as the test comes from this book and syllabus. 

 
V. Bibliography 

 
A.Attendance at all lectures is required. If a lecture must be missed, the chancellor must be 
informed in advance and the student must listen to an audiotape of the lesson. 

 
B.Final Exam 

 
VI. Bibliography 

 
Aharoni, Yohanan.  The Land of the Bible. Revised and enlarged ed. Translated by A.F. Rainey. 
Philadelphia: The Westminister Press, 1979. 

 
Archer, Gleason. A Survey of Old Testament Introduction.  Chicago: Moody, 1964. 

Avigad, Naham. Discovering Jerusalem. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1980 

Baly, Denis. The Geography of the Bible. New and revised ed. New York: Harper and Row, 1974. 

Berrett, Lamar C. Discovering the World of the Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1979. 
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Bruce, F.F. Israel and the Nations.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1963. 

Davis, John J. Moses and the Gods of Egypt.  Winona Lake: BMH, 1971. 

Freeman, Hobart. An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophets.  Chicago: Moody, 1968 
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Merrill, Eugene. An Historical Survey of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980. 
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Chicago: Moody Press, 1967. 
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