ROSH HASHANA: DAY OF JUDGMENT OR DAY OF JOY?

Let’s remind ourselves of the two pesukim we saw in last week’s
shiur that reference the mitzvah of Shofar on Rosh Hashana:
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In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a sacred
occasion: you shall not work at your occupations. You shall observe it as a day
when the horn is sounded.
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Speak to the Israelite people thus: In the seventh month, on the first day of the
month, you shall observe complete rest, a sacred occasion commemorated
with loud blasts.
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One more reminder from last week:

When you are at war in your land against an NNy DﬁS‘\NJ 'l)bﬂ'?b 1me"31
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short blasts on the trumpets, that you may DD"]?N mn 739‘7 onﬁmn
be remembered before the LORD your God L DY ND DAYV

and be delivered from your enemies.

THE TORAH’S PERSPECTIVE ON THE NEW MOON — RosH CHODESH

Rosh Hashana is the first of Tishrei (“the seventh month”); how
is Rosh Chodesh viewed in our classical sources?

Source 1a: Melachim Kings 2: 4:23 - from the story of Elisha and
the Shunamite woman
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But he said, “Why are you going to him today? It is neither new moon nor
sabbath.” She answered, “It’s all right.”

1b) Metzudat David
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1c) Sefer Yeshaya Ch. 66 - a vision of the future:

VN1 ,7°D) )3 23 And it shall come to pass, that from
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1d) Commentary of Malbim

Why are you going to him? It’s neither the New Moon
or Shabbat: Because it was their custom to go to the
man of God on the New Moon and Shabbat; just as
Hashem commanded us to perform Aliyah L'Regel to
Jerusalem to learn the ways of God from the Kohanim
and to absorb the sanctity from the One that dwells in
His chosen House, and it would have been fitting to go
also on the New Moon and Shabbat, as it (the Navi
says) will take place in the future: And it shall come to
pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one
sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship
before Me, saith the LORD; but in the present day, in
which it was impossible to go to the prophet on the New
Moon and Shabbat, on whom Hashem'’s presence dwells
in a manner similar to the way it dwells in Hashem’s
Temple, and from him, they would learn the ways of
Hashem and absorb holiness and beracha, and on the
festival they would go up to Jerusalem to the great
Temple, that’s why he spoke of “the New Moon and
Shabbat” only...
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Source 2: Sefer Yeshaya Ch. 1 - Hashem does not want offerings
when other aspects of Jewish life are not in order
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What need have I of all your sacrifices?” Says the LORD. “I am sated
with burnt offerings of rams, And suet of fatlings, And blood of bulls;
And I have no delight In lambs and he-goats.
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That you come to appear before Me— Who asked that of you?

Trample My courts
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Bringing oblations is futile, Incense is offensive to Me. New moon
and sabbath, Proclaiming of solemnities, Assemblies with
iniquity, I cannot abide.

Source 3: Tehilim Ch. 81
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Blow the horn on the new moon, on the full moon for our feast
day.
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For it is a law for Israel, a ruling of the God of Jacob;

Source 4: Talmud Rosh Hashana 8a-b
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From where is it known that the day of judgment is in Tishrei? As it is
written: “Blow a shofar at the New Moon, at the covered time for our
Festival day” (Psalms 81:4). Which is the Festival day on which the moon
is covered, i.e., hidden? You must say that this is Rosh HaShana, which is
the only Festival that occurs at the beginning of a month, when the moon
cannot be seen. And it is written in the next verse: “For this is a statute for
Israel, a judgment of the God of Jacob” (Psalms 81:5), implying that this is
the day of judgment.




Source 5: Commentary of Rav David Kimchi/Radak

Sound the Shofar on the Chodesh - the first
of the month is called “Chodesh” as it says in
Shmuel Aleph 20:18: “Tomorrow is
Chodesh...”"because on the first of the
month, the moon renews itself...(and then
after quoting our verse in Tehilim): Sound
the shofar, as Moshe commanded you
(quotes the verse “Yom Teruah”). It seems
that this is the reason for sounding the
shofar on Rosh Hashana, because our
forefathers rested from their work on this
day, and the Teruah is a sign of the release
or servants, as the Holy One Blessed be He
commanded regarding Yom Kippur of the
Jubilee Year, which was a sign for the
release of servants and departure from the
domain of their masters; so, too, does the
Holy One Blessed be He command us to
sound the shofar on Rosh Hashana, to
remember that on this day, our work ended
and that was the start of our freedom
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WHERE IS THE RADAK DERIVING HIS COMMENTARY FROM?

Source 6 Talmud Rosh Hashana 11b
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It was also taught in the baraita: On Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery
in Egypt ceased. From where is this known? It is written here: “And I will
bring you out from under the burdens of Egypt” (Exodus 6:6); and it is

written there, with regard to Joseph:

“I removed his shoulder from the
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burden” (Psalms 81:7). From here it is derived by verbal analogy between the
two instances of the word “burden” that just as Joseph was released from prison
in Tishrei, so too, the slavery of our forefathers in Egypt ended in Tishrei.

It was taught in the baraita: In Nisan our forefathers were redeemed from
Egypt, as it is explicitly stated in the Torah. The baraita continues: In Tishrei
in the future the Jewish people will be redeemed in the final redemption. This
is derived by means of a verbal analogy between one instance of the word
shofar and another instance of the word shofar. It is written here, with regard
to Rosh HaShana: “Sound a shofar at the New Moon” (Psalms 81:4), and it is
written there, with regard to the final redemption: “And it shall come to pass
on that day, that a great shofar shall be blown” (Isaiah 27:13).

REFRAMING ROSH HASHANA As A ROSH CHODESH

FOCUSING ON ZICHRON TERUAH
What is the meaning of the root .4.5.t in Tanach?

Source 7: Bereishit Ch. 8
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1 And God remembered Noah, and
every living thing, and all the cattle
that were with him in the ark; and
God made a wind to pass over the
earth, and the waters assuaged;

Source 8: Bereishit 19:29
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29 And it came to pass, when God
destroyed the cities of the Plain,
that God remembered Abraham,
and sent Lot out of the midst of the
overthrow, when He overthrew the
cities in which Lot dwelt.


file:///C:/Psalms.81.7
file:///C:/Psalms.81.4
file:///C:/Isaiah.27.13

Source 9: Bereishit Ch. 30
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From that moment, the Divine Providence directed itself
specially to those people, and attended to them;
“remembering,” then means aftending to.

Source 11: Shemot Ch. 2
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NOW LET'S SEE THE OPPOSITE TERM N.5.¥ IN TANACH:
Source 12: Sefer Yeshaya Ch. 49

14 But Zion said: 'The LORD hath forsaken
me, and the Lord hath forgotten me.’
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Source 13: Tehilim 10:11
11 He hath said in his heart: “God hath

forgotten; He hideth His face; He will
never see.’
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Source 14: Tehilim Ch. 31
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16 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Behold,
thou art about to sleep with thy fathers;
and this people will rise up, and go astray
after the foreign gods of the land, whither
they go to be among them, and will forsake
Me, and break My covenant which I have
made with them.

17 Then My anger shall be kindled against
them in that day, and I will forsake them,
and I will hide My face from them, and
they shall be devoured, and many evils
and troubles shall come upon them; so
that they will say in that day: Are not these
evils come upon us because our God is not
among us?



NOW LET'S RE-LOOK AT THE EARLIER REFERENCE
TO THE SHOFAR IN WARTIME
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short blasts on the trumpets, that you may DD"]?N mn 739‘7 nnﬁmn
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Rav Bazak
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The Torah’s innovation is that “remembering” is elicited through a
Teruah to Hashem, as a symbol of crying out to Hashem. The goal of
the Tekiah is to renew the special Divine Providence of the Holy One
Blessed be He on the Jewish people, and thus, to save them

Source 15:
In the next verse in Bamidbar 10, we see:
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If the blasts are sounded on every Rosh Chodesh, what is unique
about the first day of the seventh month?

The Torah creates two cycles of holidays:
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Source 16: Vayikra Rabba Ch. 29
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What do Yom Kippur and Succot, holidays of the ceventh
month, have in common and how might that ched light on the
nature of Roch Hachana? What ic the NN P9} on
Roch Hachana?

Source 17: Ramban on Vayikra 23:24
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Source 18: Sefer Nechemia Ch. 8
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2 And Ezra the priest brought the Law
before the congregation, both men and
women, and all that could hear with
understanding, upon the first day of the
seventh month.

3 And he read therein before the broad
place that was before the water gate from
early morning until midday, in the
presence of the men and the women, and
of those that could understand; and the
ears of all the people were attentive unto
the book of the Law.

5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight
of all the people--for he was above all the
people--and when he opened it, all the
people stood up.

6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great
God. And all the people answered: 'Amen,
Amen', with the lifting up of their hands;
and they bowed their heads, and fell
down before the LORD with their faces to
the ground.

8 And they read in the book, in the Law of
God, distinctly; and they gave the sense,
and caused them to understand the

reading. {S}

9 And Nehemiah, who was the
Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the
scribe, and the Levites that taught the
people, said unto all the people: 'This
day is holy unto the LORD your God;
mourn not, nor weep.' For all the
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people wept, when they heard the
words of the Law.

10 Then he said unto them: 'Go your
way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet,
and send portions unto him for whom
nothing is prepared; for this day is holy
unto our Lord; neither be ye grieved;
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for the joy of the LORD is your
strength.’

12 And all the people went their way to
eat, and to drink, and to send portions,
and to make great mirth, because they
had understood the words that were
declared unto them. {S}

Source 19: Vayikra Ch. 25
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8 And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years
unto thee, seven times seven years; and there
shall be unto thee the days of seven sabbaths of
years, even forty and nine years.

9 Then shalt thou make proclamation with the
blast of the horn on the tenth day of the seventh
month; in the day of atonement shall ye make
proclamation with the horn throughout all your
land.

10 And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and
proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof; it shall be a jubilee unto you;
and ye shall return every man unto his possession,
and ye shall return every man unto his family.
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[t is also possible that this Tekia had a special connotation aside
from the shofar blasts of every Rosh Chodesh. Our ages learned
that a shofar is the instrument of the blasts through a textual
connection with the Yovel/Jubilee Year; the shofar, as well as
being the symbolic introduction to the Jubilee Year, is the
symbolic introduction to the month of Tishrei

But what ic the character of Roch Hachana [citea/ n
the following cource from lact week) — and how did we get

where we are today?

Source 20: Talmud, Arachin, 10b

On Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, which are called an
appointed day and also are sanctified with regard to the
prohibition against the performance of labor, let us say hallel. The
Gemara explains: Hallel is not recited on those days due to the
statement of Rabbi Abbahu. As Rabbi Abbahu said that the
ministering angels said before the Holy One, Blessed be He:
Master of the Universe, for what reason do the Jewish people
not recite songs of praise, i.e,, hallel, before You on Rosh HaShana
and on Yom Kippur? He said to them: Is it possible that while the
King is sitting on the throne of judgment and the books of life
and the books of death are open before Him, the Jewish people
would be reciting joyous songs of praise before Me?
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Source 21: R. Avraham Y. Kook Le-Mahalakh Halde'ot BeYisrael
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Rav Kook holds that with the disappearance of
the Shekhinah (Divine Presence) after the
destruction of the First Temple and the
consequent exile, the glory of Israel was dashed to
the ground. As aresult, "all the practical
individuality - of keeping Torah and mitzvot in
their individual detail and conceptual
individuality the beliefs concerning the
individual's personal connection with eternal life
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confined and manifest in its special individual
character." Israel lost its nationhood, and now
each individual stood on his own merit.
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Source 22: Rav Bazak

From then on, God did not "remember" Am Yisrael as a whole, but rather
"remembered” each individual separately. And when each person is
judged individually, the Day of Remembrance obviously takes on a much
more profound aspect of judgement, and fear replaces joy. The individual
is no longer able to hide himself among the many - he stands alone before
the King of Judgment.

Now we can understand why the Sages refer to the day as Rosh
Hashana, even though the Torah emphasizes the beginning of the seventh
month rather than the beginning of the year. There is no doubt that the
month of Tishrei did serve as the New Year for certain purposes - parallel
to the month of Nisan (see Mishna Rosh Hashana 11:1). Proof of this can
be brought from the very necessity of defining the month of Nisan as "Rosh
Hodashim" - this seems to indicate that until then a different month had
served this purpose. According to Josephus Flavius and other historians,
Tishrei indeed served as the beginning of the year, based on the tradition
that the world was created in that month. So it seems, too, from the
designation of Sukkot as 'tekufat hashanah" ("the year's end") [Shmot
34:22], the blowing of the shofar on Yom Kippur of the Yovel year which
sanctifies the Yovel [Vayikra 25:9-10], and, most importantly, from
Yehezkel who says, "on Rosh Hashana on the tenth of the month" [40:1] -
by 'Rosh Hashana' he refers not to a specific day, but rather to the
beginning of the year.

But the Torah determined that "This month [i.e. Nisan] is for you the
beginning of the months, it shall be the first month of the year to you." All
counting is to be in accordance with the Exodus from Egypt, since by
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counting thus, Israel is distinguished from the other nations; counting
from Nisan marks the date on which God's majesty was revealed to Am
Yisrael. And specifically on "yom teru'ah”, the day on which Israel's
special character is manifest, we understand the idea of counting the year
starting from the month of Nisan making Tishrei seventh in that cycle.

But as mentioned above, with the destruction of the First Temple, the
national dimension of Israel was diminished and the day became one of
judgement, the day on which "kol ba'ei olam ov'rim lefanekha kiv'nei
maron”. There is no longer an outstanding special quality pertaining to
the nation of Israel, and the universal Rosh Hashana - the day on which
the world was created - takes on a more practical character: now we may
emphasize that the same day on which the world was created, is also the
day on which the world is judged.

But ideally this day is special for Am Yisrael, and therefore we do not
emphasize that it falls on the same day as the creation of the world, since
the latter has a more universal significance.

We can understand why the Sages emphasize the Kingdom of God
over the whole world - since at this time God’s majesty is manifest over
the whole world - as opposed to Rosh Hashana as presented in the Bible,
when this aspect pales next to the majesty of God over Israel
specifically. Hence the Sages laid down the formula for the blessing in the
Rosh Hashana prayer: "Rule over THE WHOLE WORLD in Your honor...
and EVERY CREATURE will understand that You created him, and EVERY
LIVING BEING will say, 'The Lord God of Israel is King, and His majesty
reigns over all."™



