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Introduction

Learn Mandarin for Travel and Beginners. Within this guide, you will find
useful words and phrases in Mandarin and English.

This guide was inspired by the following question: what language is needed
from and for real life? Grammar and vocabulary out of context will not be
found here. While these things are important for creating with language
(intermediate learners) they are of little use for everyday communication for
the beginning-level learner. Use the guide to understand, practice, and speak.
This is how languages are learned and people grow their skills and levels of
proficiency. Work on these words and phrases while you are in the novice
range. You will start to make connections, and learn and understand
grammar and vocabulary, all in context. Learn enough words and phrases,
and then you will begin to move into the intermediate level where you can
make your own phrases and sentences.

Pay attention to the written language here. Reading a language like Mandarin
takes a great deal of time. My suggestion at this level is to put your focus on
communicating using the phrases, regardless of how rudimentary it might
feel. As you practice and review these words and phrases, you will start to
make connections. You didn’t memorize symbols to death when you started
speaking English. You communicated first orally, and then you learned what
English looked like as you learned to read. Reading opened up a great deal of
knowledge to you, but it didn’t teach you basic communicative skills.

The numbers you see embedded in the word and phrases signify tones.
Focus on the sounds you hear in the audio. You will make connections with
what the tones sound like.

Mandarin for Travel and Beginners is organized into communicative tasks.

You will learn a language for the airport, hotel, restaurants, shopping,
emergencies, getting around, meeting and greeting, and useful phrases.

Mandarin for Travel and Beginners 01



Photo by Jonathan Kos-Read
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Welcome ¥Xill/huan1 ying2

At the airport
EW%  Zai jichang

Original

How many bags are MEETJINE?
you checking?

Pinyin

ni jian cha lido j1 gé bao ?

You need to check REREX N,
this bag.

ni yao jian cha zhe geé bao .

There is a fee for this. XE{J%k.

zhé yao fu qian .

Passport, please. BEHRIPER,

ging chu shi hu zhao .

I would like a window FHEE—PEEMNME,
seat.

w0 xidng yao yi ge kao
chuang de weéi zhi ,

I would like an aisle BAEE—/\NEEBIAL

wo xidng yao y1 ge kao

seat. B chuang de weéi zhi ,
Pass through. ETE z6u guo qu
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Hands up, please.

Original

BT

Photo by Jonathan Kos-Read

Pinyin
qing ju shou

Place laptop and keys
here, please.

BREIC A< FE AN SRR
EXE,

qing jiang bi ji bén dian
nao hé yue chi fang zai
zhe I )

Do you have a clear
plastic bag?

REREERRG?

ni you qing jié su liao dai
ma ?

Have a good trip.

jjﬁi(%' ﬁull\;&o

18 t0 v kuai o
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Pjfoto by Azchael

Original Pinyin
Where is.....? MEZ.... na Ii shi ....
The Bar pri] jit ba
Duty Free FRiIE mian shui dian
Gift Shop fLaafs Ii pin dian
Restroom NEES] wei sheng jian
News Stand w= Baoting
Bookstore BIE shudian
Is this seat free? B AR X AN EEALIG? kéyi zuo zhége zuoweéi

ma?’

Please sit down. B, Qing zuo.
Headphones B Exji
Magazine »rE za zhi
Newspaper 4K bao zhi
Passport PR huz hao
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How long do you plan
to stay in the country?

Original

MITEEXTERRS
A?

Pinyin

NI dasuan zai zhege guodjia
dai duojiu?

What flight did you RIS ATEERAY? NV chéngzuo nage
arrive on? hangban lai de?

Do you have areturn  fRERIZENNEL? N7 yéu huiqu de jipiao
ticket? ma’

Where will you stay FERZXMERESEE Ni lai zhége gudjia
while you are in this HR? zhlnbei zhu zai na?
country?

Do you plan to work  {R¥IJTETEXETENE? Ni dasuan zai zhély

while you are here?

gongzuo ma?’

Here is my passport XERIIFRAMNIE R, Zhe shi wo de huzhao hé
and landing card. rujing ka.

Enjoy your stay. AT AR Lixing yukuai.

My luggage is lost. HKHTEET, W6 de xingli diule.
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Original Pinyin
Where did you travel  #R$REMER)LK? Ni jintian shi céng n&'er
from today? lai?
Do you have any et AKRAERKE? NV ydu shé me dongxi yao
items to declare? baoguan ma?
Custom declarations, &% Qing baoguan.

please.

Open your suitcase,
please.

B FHRITER,

Qing dakai ni de xingli
xiang.

Suitcase FierE Shoéuti xiang

Luggage 7= xingli

Baggage Claim Ticket {TZIAMZ xingli réenling piao

My suitcase is black. KRB FEREEN, wo de xiangzi shi héise de.
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Original

Pinyin

My suitcase is red. R FROEN, wo de xiangzi shi hongse
de.

My suitcase is blue. EREFREEN, W6 de xiangzi shi lan se
de.

My suitcase is brown. FKHHEFEIZE/, My case is brown.

My suitcase is gray. BHFEFERREN. W6 de xiangzi shi huise
de.

Luggage Trolley 7FE Xingli che
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Getting Around
117 Choxing

Original Pinyin
Subway UL ditié
Train NE hudche
Bus NHE[E gonggong qiché
Taxi HiEZE chuzu che
I need to go to BrEX W6 yao qu
, please.
Where is the ticket ERATEH? Shoupiao chu zai na?
office?
Where can I buy a REEMELR? W6 néng zai ndli mai
ticket? piao?
One ticket, please. BRE—KE, Qing géi wo yi zhang piao.
Where is the bus stop? AHSZEFLETEMR? Gonggong qgiché zhan zai
na:
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Original

Pinyin

How much does it |l A5 Dao shi zhongxin duoshao
cost to the city center? qian?

How much does it V% ER? Dao jichdng duoshao

cost to the airport? qian?

Here, please. X8, Zheli.

Where is the closest
taxi stand?

IR E L S TETE?

Zuijin de chuzu che
zhantai zai na?

Where is the closest
subway stop?

T AR IATE AR ?

Zuijin di diti€ zhan zai na?

I'd like to rent a car, BEEE—RE, W0 xidng yao zu yi liang
please. che.

A small car. —WRINELSE, Y1 liang xidoxing giche.
A medium car. —WRPESZE, Yi liang zhongxing giche.
A big car. —RRESE, Y1 liang daxing qiche.
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Original Pinyin
I would like a ticket to FHKE—iKE Y W6 yao yi zhang qu
S = de piao.
I would like a round RE—KEIRE, W6 yao yi zhang wangfan
trip ticket. piao.

At what time ? fabE Shénme shihou
Is it close? RiErg? Hén jin ma?

Is it far? Rizng? Hén yudn ma?
Turn left. 3o Zud guai.

Turn right. PSEE You guai.

Go straight. B, Zhi zdu.

Block HX, Jiéqu.
Roundabout 517 Rao xing

Do you have a map? R HES? ni you dita ma?
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Original

Pinyin

Currency Exchange il Huobi duihuan

ATM HaptE Zidong guiyuanji

Cash RE xian jin

Do you take credit RERERRE? ni jieshou xinyongka ma?
cards?

What is your RE%L? Yongjin duoshao?
commission rate?

How much does it ZBRZA? Feiyong duoshdo?

cost?

Payment (NES Fukudn

Credit Card ERAF® xinyongka

What types of IR A T? ni jieshou naxie fukuan

payment do you
accept?

fangshi?

What is the rate?

Z D82

Duoshao gian?

Mandarin for Travel and Beginners

11


https://www.flickr.com/photos/hyougushi/240534334/in/photolist-nfNtG-Cndmu-4JMpRY-a73w3M-5jnP9U-eEonMC-mkLXuP-5jiVRV-cmPTw5-xjp95-4mXias-eEonME-9pD5j9-dAGyZE-7M971X-e4NFdK-6xM97t-6KGSfW-6KGSou-6KCJv6-dXC8HV-8jHYMi-rupP6-t9UtP-8UDMuM-8MfqmV-GF84x-6KCEeg-7M

Make a reservation

FiiiT Yuding

Original Pinyin

Is Internet included?  MKZERBVEEAMNG? wangluo féiyong baohan
zal nei ma?

Is there a pool? BiExE? Y6u yéuydngchi ma?

Is there a fitness BRESH0E? You jianshén zhongxin

center? ma’

I'd like to make a BAAFIT—N [E WS¢ xidng yuding yige

reservation for a 1S fangjian.

room.

I'd like a room for BEE g W6 xidng yao gé

____ nights. wanshang

Is breakfast included? EF&8&ENNG? Zdocan baohan zai néi

ma’

A non-smoking room,
please.

BAT— TR LERMRRYES
8o

Qing géi wo yige jinzhi
xiyan de fangjian.

A smoking room,
please.

BAR— TR LARMAB S
1&]o

Qing géi wo yige kéyi
xiyan de fangjian.
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At a hotel

EEE Zaijio

Original

Smoking/non- B LADRME / ZRIERAR
smoking

0N
dian
Pinyin

Keéyi xiyan / jinzhi xiyan

I would like to check FENEF

1mn.

w0 xiang ruzhu.

I have a reservation. EKEZLIT T,

W4 yijing yudingle.

Questions for guests
ZABEHE Kerén de wenti

Original

What time is check HFabtzBFE?
out?

Pinyin

Shénme shihou tui fang?

Can you please bring  fREEIBIFRIZXEIFKAVE 8]
toothpaste to my ng?
room, please?

Ni néng ba yashua song
dao wo de fangjian ma?
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Can you please bring
shampoo to my
room, please?

Original

{REEHE R R AKX EI TRV 5
EILEx

Pinyin

ni néng ba xi fa shui song
dao wo de fangjian ma?

Can you please bring
a razor to my room,
please?

{REEFERI N TIIXEI T RIS
E]hg?

Ni néng ba ti xu dao song
dao wo de fangjian ma?

Iron R Yundoéu

Hair Dryer R XA, chuiféengji
Towel EmM maojin
Sunscreen Fangshai shuang Hiyakedome
The television doesn’'t EBIIF T, dianshi huaile.
work.

It’s really hot. AT, Tai rele.

It’s really cold. XKR7To Tai léngle.
There’s a lot of noise.  &XM'7T, Tai chaole.

I need BrE_ wd yao
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Eating and Drinking
X8 Yin shi

Original Pinyin
Can yourecommend fREEEFE—RETE? N7 néng tuijian yijia
a restaurant? canting ma’

Are there any good BIE AR iRy EIEIS? Jitdian fjin yéu hao de

bars near the hotel? jiiba ma?

Are there any coffee inpta Sy IlEE A Fujin na you kafei dian?
shop close to here?

What time is T ARHEIRER? Shénme shihou tigong
breakfast served? zaocan?
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Common Drinks
—Rg IR

Original Pinyin

Tea E13 Cha
Water 7K shui
Soda Ak qishui
Coffee UjiLel: kafei
Beer b7 pijit
Wine il Jiu

One Glass —M Yibéi
One Bottle —ih yi ping
White Wine SHi] Baijiu
Red Wine AN Hongjil
Cheers! F#F! ganbéi!
Wine list, please. BaIEKE, Qing géi wo jilishui dan.
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Foods

Original Pinyin
Salt #h Yan
Pepper ERHRD hujiao fén
Bread )2 mianbao
Beef R niarou
Chicken PLETN jirou
Milk 5475 niuanai
Pork BAR zhurou
Cheese AL nailao
Juice Rt gudzhi
Vegetables B shucai
Fruits KR Shuigud
Seafood B haixian
Rice Kk mifan
Noodles E% miantido
Soup i tang
Chopsticks RF kuaizi
Eggs YSE jidan
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Useful Phrases
SCF%E1E Shiyong dudnyl

Original Pinyin
Enjoy your meal! RE=RA! ging man xiangyong!
I'd like a , please. HEE ° W6 xidng yao
Could I get the bill, REELHR, W6 xidng yao maidan.
please?
Where is the FFEERE) L? Xishoujian zai na'er?
bathroom?
Excuse me. XY ARE, Duibug.
Thank you. IS Xiexie.
You're welcome. RERo Bu keéqi.
One more, please. Bk—1%, zailai y1 fen.
Please B Qing
Yes = shi
No = Bu shi
Sorry XA duibuqi
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. "l? r'if'l;:t-;' by Babibrs
Original Pinyin
Hello RFo N7 hado
Good morning. 27, zdoshang hao.
Good afternoon. TFFo Xiawt hao.
Good evening. B _E4F, Wanshang hio.
Bye Bl Zaijian
Goodbye. BRI Zaijian.
See you later. B3k o Huitéu jian.
I don’t understand. KAEAR, Wakari Masen
Do you speak R RIEG? NV jidng yingyd ma?
English?
Can you speak more  {REEIHIE=ID? NV néng shuo man didn
slowly please? ma’
It was nice to see you. R&EMREIR, Hén gaoxing jian dao ni.
What’s your name? fRIYFAZF? Nijiao shénme mingzi?
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Original Pinyin
My name is F Wojiao
I'm sorry. XY ARE, duibuqio
Take care. xRE bdo zhong
How are you? {RYFI5? ni hdo ma ?
Good. ’eto hén hao
So- so. 170 huan xing .
Are you all right? R%EE? ni méi shiba ?
Where are you from?  {RMEBJL3E? Ni cong na'er lai?
I'm from HEM F wocong  lai
It’s nice to meet you.  REMIENHR hén gao xing jian dao ni
Likewise. ES AU wd yé shi,
Where do you live? RETEME? nizhu zainad Ii ?
I live in RER o wdzhuzai
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When something is wrong...
= I RV AT ...

Original
I have a headache. &,

Pinyin

wo tou téng o

I have a sore throat. ES L1223

wo hoéu long téng

My back hurts KE&K wo béi téng

I have an upset KB RER wo weéi bu shu fu
stomach.

Vomiting Xnt ou tu

I have a fever. BREET wo fa shao lido .

Do you have REMERT? ni yéu kang shéng sut ma ?
antibiotics?

Help! ! jitt ming !

Where is the police ERF[EW?
station?

jing cha ju zaina ?

I've been robbed! KT !

wo béi qiang lido !

Where’s the embassy?  AfEIEFEHE?

da shi guan zai na ?
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Places in a community

Original Pinyin
market iz shi chang
hospital E y1yuan
shoe store BIE xié dian
restaurant =BT canting
bus station N gongjiao che zhan
train station N, hu6cheé zhan
airport M7 ji chang
pharmacy S yao dian
theater Bl ju yuan
shopping center M4y gou wu zhong xin
clothing store AR fu zhuang dian
jewelry store 57 e zhu bao dian
supermarket ) chao shi
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Numbers
H=F shu zi

Original Pinyin
0 g ling
1-10 — -7 y1 - shi
11-19 +—-t+h shi yi - shi jiu
21-29 “t+—-Z+N ér shi y1 - er shi jiu
30-39 =+-=+h san shi - san shi jit
40-49 g+ - A+H si shi - si shi jit
50-59 i+ -E+Ah wu shi - wu shi jit
60-69 N - litt shi - it shi jiu
70-79 t+-tt+h q1 shi - qi shi jit
80-89 N - \+Hh ba shi - ba shi jid
90-99 At - Ath jiti shi - jiti shi jiti
100 —5 vi bai
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Original Pinyin
200 =] wu bai
300 = san bai
400 =] si bai
500 Eig=) wu bai
600 7NH lin bai
700 g =] ql bai
800 JANE] ba bai
900 =] jiu bai
1000 —F y1 gian
1,000,000 (1 million) —B8h y1 bai wan
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Playlists

Below are some examples of playlists to get you through that beginning level
and up into creating your own messages in Mandarin:

« Meeting and greeting

» Taking leave

» Introducing people

« Talking about yourself

« Giving compliments

o Getting around

At the train station

« At the bus stop

e Ina taxi

 Asking for directions

« At a coffee shop

« At a fast-food restaurant

» Getting food delivered to
your house

« Making travel reservations

o Checking in at the airport

» At baggage claim

» At customs

o At the bank

Mandarin for Travel and Beginners

At currency exchange
At the doctor’s

At the hospital

At the emergency room
At the post office
Buying clothes

At the supermarket
At any store

On the telephone
Dating

Love

A night out
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