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Lesson 4
[A)ERL

Asking Someone’'s Age

Dajia hao, wo shi Tiantian Hanyu de Chén laoshi.
RFYF, FRRARIEAIBRE D,

Hello everyone. I'm Teacher Chen from Everyday Chinese.

Jintian shi richang Hanyu de di si ke.
SKREHBNIEREITRE,

Today is our spoken Chinese Lesson 4.

Shang jié ke, wdmen xuéle zénme wen biérén de dianhua.ni hai jide z€énme shudo ma?
EHIR, FNFTEABBARERE, REICEEARILD?

In the previous class, we learned how to ask for someone’s phone number. Do you remember how

to say it?

Dui le.
7,
Right.

Ni dianhua shi duoshao?

IREiERE

Zhe jié ke, women lai xuéxi zénme wen biérén de nianling,
XTR, BAREIEALBI ARG,

In this class, let’s learn how to ask someone’s age,
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Xiwang ni néng xuédao yixi€ shiyong de kéuyu biaoda.
B REeF R — LA OERIL,

| hope you can learn some useful oral expressions.
Hao le, wdmen xianzai jiu kaishi jintian de xuéxi ba!
F7, BAHAERFRSKIZEIE!

All right, let’s get started with today’s lesson!

BEEEIN

Zai liaotian de shihou, Zhongguo rén xiguan wén biérén de nianling.
EWIRAVEHE, FEASREDBIARIFER.

When starting a conversation, Chinese people like to talk about their age.
Zheé yiban bu hui rang rén juéde bu limao,
X—RRAEIE ARSI IR,

We don’t think it’s rude

o

EATATANIX ZEIB ORI IRILAY T %,

as it's considered to be a good way to get to know each other better.

Wen tongling rén nianling de shihou, women yiban hui shuo:
[BEEe A SFReRIRT IR, FfiI—MR=1R:

When we ask our peers, we normally say:

"Ni dud da?" hudzhé "Ni shi na nian de?"
“REZKT TEEIREWERY?

“‘How old are you?” or “Which year were you born?”
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You shihou, wdmen yé hui zhijié shudcha ziji de caice, biru:
Bz, FMBEXRHE RSN, tean:

Sometimes, we also guess their age by saying, for example,

"Ni shi ba ji nian de ba?", "Ni shi jiuling hou ba?"
“(RE/\JLERINE? 7, {72 90 f=0E?

“Were you born in the 80s?”, or “Are you a post-"90s?”

Ting duihua.
MY,

Let’s listen to these dialogues.

Example Dialogues
1.

Xiaoméi, ni jinnian dud da?
A INE, RESFEZK?

Xiaomei, how old are you?

Ershilit le. Ni ne?
B: —+7,"7., {RIE?

I’'m 26. What about you?
Zan lia chabuduo, wo ershiwu.
A IBREAZ, ”+H,

We are around the same age. I'm 25.

Ni shi jitiling hou ba?
A {RZE90 [FNE?

Are you a post-'90s?
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W6 shi baling hou.
B: 2 80 /5,

I’'m a post-'80s.

Ni shi ba ji nian de?
A RZE/INJLEFRY?

Which year were you born?

Ba gi nian de.
B: J\CHFH,
In 1987.

Tip:
Zai Zhongguo, women xiguan anzhao shi nian lai huafén yi ge nianling duan.Biru,
TEPE, HMNIBEBHFRY D — P FiRR, i,

In China, we often use a decade to define a generation. For example,

1980-1989 nian chushéng de rén, women chéng tamen wéi “80hou”,
1980-1989 FHAERIA, FHAIFRMAEAIF"80 f5",

people who were born between 1980 and 1989,

yisi shi 80 nian yihou chishéng de rén.
EEZ 80 FLUFHARIA;

we call them “post-80’s”.

1990-1999 nian chishéng de rén, women chéng tamen wéi “90hou”,
1990-1999 FHAERIA, A IFRMEAIN90 /",

People who were born between 1990 and 1999,

yisi shi 90 nian yihou chishéng de rén.

E2ER 90 FLUFHERIA,

g )

we call them “post-90’s”.
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Léisi de haiyou liuling hou, giling hou, nianging de haiyou lingling hou hé yiling hou.
KR9IAE 60 f5. 70 f5, Fi2AUAE 00 /550 10 f=.

..

Similarly, we have “post-60’s” and “post-70’s”. For children and teenagers, we call them “post-00's

and “post-10’s”

Zai zheli, wo xiang weén yixia, ni shi na nian chishéng de ne? Ni shi ji ling hou ne?
EXE, TEE—T, (REMWFLENR? K2/ VZE0e?

When were you born? What generation are you?

Huanying zai pinglun li gaosu wo.
MBEITICE S IRTC,

Let me know in the comments section.

Az F

Zai shénghuo zhong, women jingchang hui wen haizi de nianling.
EEER, HNERRZFHITFER,

In day-to-day life, we also like to ask a kid’s age.

Rugud haizi nianling bu da, women kéyi wén:“Ni ji sui le?”
MRZFFRAKR, BHIHLAE: RIS T?”

For a child, we can say: “How old are you?”

Wdmen yiban yong “ji” 1ai xanwén 10 yixia de shuzi.
FA—ARAE T8I0 10 LAFHIEE,

We usually use “J1” to ask a number less than 10.
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Shang xiaoxué de haizi, women hai kéyi wen: Ni shang ji nianji le?
FNFRZF, FATARILAE: (REJVFERT?

You can also ask a kid who is in elementary school by saying: “Which grade are you?”
Women tongguo haizi de nianiji 1ai caicé haizi de nianling.
BBE = FIFIRBNZFRIFLR.,

We can guess their age according to their grade.

Zai Zhongguo, women yiban 6 sui shang xidoxué,
TEFE, FI—R 6% LhE,

In China, children often start elementary school at 6.

shang wan 6 nian de xidoxué hou, zai shang 3 nian de chizhong hé 3 nian de gaozhong,
6 F0VNEfE, BLE 3F¥HH 3 FSF,

After 6 years’ education, they will attend 3-year middle school and 3-year high school,

ranhou zai 18 sui zudyou kao daxué.
REE 18 Z EAE KT,

and then will apply for college at 18 also.

Rugud yi ge haizi kan qgilai xiang ge zhongxuésheng, women kéyi wen: “Ni duod da le?”
MR—PEHFEEREDFFE, FAIILAE): YRBKT? 7

For a teenager, we can ask: “How old are you?”

huozhé “Shang chizhong le ba? “Shang gaozhong le ba?”
E LR TIE? T SR TIE?

or “Are you a middle school student?”, “Are you a high school student?”

Ting duihua.
MY id,

Listen to these dialogues.
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Example Dialogues

1.

A

NT érzi zhén k&'ai, ta ji sui ya?
AR FEAE, B/LSF?

Your son is so cute. How old is he?

Kuai 5 sui le.
CRE5Z7,

He’s almost 5.

Ayi héo.
. PojEReS

Hello, auntie.

H&ao hao hao, Xiaona zhén dongshi. Jinnian shang chizhong le ba?
L R, IBRES. SFELEYFTIE?

Hello, Xiao Na. Good girl. Are you in middle school?

Ng, wd shang chiér le.
L 0E, REYMTT.

| am in my second year of middle school.

Zhé haizi duo da le? Shu shénme de?
L XEZFEKT? BHARY?

How old is this boy? What'’s his zodiac sign?

Shu Léng de, jinnian 16 le.
B, SF16 7,

His zodiac sign’s Dragon. He is 16.
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Tip:
You shihou, wdmen hai xihuan wen: “Ni shti shénme de?”

Bz, HIEEWRE: "(REHARI?

Sometimes, we like to ask: “What’s your zodiac sign?”,

Zhé shi yinwéi Zhongguo you shi’er shéngxiao.
XEEANFEE T "EE,

That's because we have 12 Chinese zodiac signs
Shiér shéngxiao yi shi’ér zhdng dongwu wéi daibiao.
+ BTN E.

that feature 12 animals.

Zhé shi’ér zhdng dongwu anzhao shunxu shi:
X+ ez BRI =2 -

The order of these 12 animals is:

Shq, Niu, Hu, Tu, Long, Sheé, Ma, Yang, Hou, Ji, GOu, Zha.
%\l! q:l Jﬁl %I IEI E'-L'I E—]I 321 ﬁil X_%I §/EDI 5%0
Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig.

Ni shi na nian chashéng de, ni jiu shu na nian de shéngxiao.
REMFLER, (RAEWFINER,

People’s birth years determine their Chinese zodiac signs.

Women kéyi wén shéngxiao lai panduan yi ge rén de nianling.
Bl JRT LA B sRF M — > AHISFIS

We can guess someone’s age based on their zodiac sign.
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B3

Rugud duifang de nianling bi wdmen da, zhée shihou, yiding yao yong “nin”.
IR THIFRELIRAIR, XEHR, —EZR"&Y,

II{/_I n

If someone’s older than you, you should use "7&" to show your respect.

Bi ru “Nin duo da?”, “Nin shi na nian de?”, “Nin shu shénme de?”
teanfez Ry v, EEMERY? T, "B AR

For example, "How old are you?”, “When were you born?”, “What’s your zodiac sign?”.

Wen laorén nianling de shihou, women hai kéyi wen:
[0 ASFURIRH R, TR NARTLAS):

To ask a senior, we usually say :

“Nin duo da suishu le?” huozhé “Nin dud da nianiji le?”
BERSET? " NE BERERT?

“‘May | know how old you are?”

You de rén hui wende bijiao zhéngshi, biru:“Nin gui géng?” hudézhé “Nin gao shou?”
BRARIOHSILIRIES, tban: "@REE? "&E "BsE’ "

Some people might ask in a formal way, for example: “Could | know how old you are?”
“Gui ” zai zheli bidoshi ni dui duifang de zunjing, “géng” de yisi shi nianling.
"REXBRRFIGEHEH, "EH=BEER,

Saying "&=" shows your respect. “3" means age.

“ Gao shou ” yiban yong lai wén nianling bijiao da de rén, bira ba jiu shi sui de laorén.
&% —RRAREISFRICRRRIA, Ll \JLtZRIE A,

We usually use "&=Z" with an elderly person who is in their 80’s or 90’s.
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“shou” zai zheli ji ydu nianling de vyisi, yé you zhufu de yisi.

FEXEREFIRIIEE, BEHEINER,

"Z" means age, also indicating a good wish.

Example Dialogues

1.

A

Zhao jié, nin shi na nian de?
XHH, EEWEERY?

Sister Zhao, when were you born?

W6 shi g liu nian de.

- B2 HNER,

| was born in 1976.

Shashu, nin gui géng a?

LY, 1SR BEI?

Uncle, may | know how old you are?

Woishiba le.

e AN

I’'m 58.

Daye, nin dud da suishu le?

B, BEREHT?

Uncle, may | know how old you are?

W0 liashiliu le!

DN TNT

I’ve turned 66 .
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Dama, nin shd shénme de?
A K9G, BEHARY?

Auntie, what's your zodiac sign?

WO shi HU de.
B: FERAY.

My zodiac sign is Tiger.

Qishier le?

A tTIZ77
Are you 727

Nar a, bashisi le!
B: BJLIT, J\+PU7!

No, I've turned 84!

Nin xiang qgishi dud sui de!
A BB ETZ5R)!
You just look like you're in your 70's!
Tip:
Dang ni wén biérén nianling de shihou, rugud duifang shud “Ni cai ” hudzhé “Ni juéde ne?”
HIREIBIANFERIRIE, WRXITFI5RIE? & (RuiSre?”

When we ask someone’s age, if they say: “Take a guess.”

Zhége shihou, ni kéyi ba ta de nianling shudde xiao yixié.
XEHE, (R LB AERIFRARIS/ N —LE,

In this case, you can say a younger age.
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Bird, ragud ni juéde ta cha bu dud you 40 sui, ni kéyi shud 35 sui,
o, MRIREEMEASH 40%, (RAJLAR 35 %,

For example, if you think they are in their 40’s, you can say 35.

zhéyang duifang tingdao hui hén gaoxing.
XAE B ITEIEREX,

They would be happy when they hear that.
Women zai lai ting yi bian jintian de duihua.
BAJBRT—BS RAIRIIE,

Let’s listen to today’s dialogues one more time.

Hao le, jintian de ke jiu shi zhé xié.

1F7, SKENRMBIXL,

All right, that’s all for today’s lesson.

Xia jié ke, women jiang z€nme wen biérén de gongzuo.
TR, WIIHEAERARLIE,

In the next class, let’s learn how to ask about someone’s job.
Women xia jié ke jian!

AT IR

See you next time!
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