






The Mini Lessons: Literature Circles 
**please note that many of these lessons could be stretched out over several days.  It 
is completely dependent on your professional opinion whether to extend them over more 
than one day (and of course the biggest enemy of us teachers…TIME!) 
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LESSON 1 
Establish 
Routines and 
Expectations 

LESSON 3 
  How to be    
  prepared 

Readers practice literature circle routines so they 
can get started right away and make the most of 
their learning time together.

Readers understand what they need to do to 
prepare for a literature circle so they can respect 
all the readers in their group.

LESSON 2 
Picking a just 
right literature 
circle book 

LESSON 4 
Learning to 
listen 

LESSON 5 
Make personal 
connections 

Readers think carefully about which books they 
want to read with a group so they can get ready 
for a great discussion.

Readers listen carefully during a literature circle 
discussion so they can work to understand other 
readers’ thoughts and opinions.

Readers listen carefully in a literature circle 
discussion so they can make personal connections 
while listening to others share.

SAMPLE 



Mini Book Series 

Routines and Expectations LITERATURE  CIRCLE 
lesson  

1

Mini Lesson Statement: 

Defining and Listing Reasons for Literature Circles: 
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-  Begin by starting a definition of lit. circle and inviting the class to help.  Write definition on anchor chart. 
-  Think aloud about all the reasons lit. circles are great for readers.  Start your list then ask students for 
    their ideas.  Some might include:
 * to talk about books  * to learn from other readers  * to share opinions  * to recommend books
-  Write both your thoughts on the class anchor chart and continue reading.

                           (use this language as a guide) “Today we are going to start talking about a new way 
readers can share books they read with other readers…it’s called literature circles!  Another name is book 
clubs.  You may have been part of literature circles, or book clubs before.  If you have then you’ll know they 
are a super fun way to talk about books with other readers.  Literature circles are great because they help 
you think about books you read in a whole new way.  They help you be a better listener and share your own 
thinking.  We are going to start using them and I could not be more excited for you!  But, before we go off 
into our groups, we’ll need to do some practicing so we know what to expect.  Today, we are going to write 
our own class definition of literature circles, list reasons they are awesome, and come up with some class 
routines to help us get started.”

Readers practice literature circle routines so they can get started right away and 
make the most of their learning time together.

Class Routines: 
- Begin by starting a list of classroom routines and 
expectations for lit. circle time.  Get a list going on the 
anchor chart.  You may include: 
•  We get started right away
•  We have our books ready to go
•  We know where the group will meet.
•  We come prepared to listen and talk about books. 
- Have ALL students turn and talk with a partner 
about more routine ideas and write a few answers on 
the class anchor chart.

Sample Anchor Chart 
Readers practice literature circle routines so they can 

get started right away and make the most of their 
learning time together.

What Lit. Circles Are: Why use Lit. Circles

Our Class Routines:

                  Choose which literature circle format you like 
best from one of the 8 models listed in this resource.  Use 
that model to add to your class routines list.  Then 
practice, practice, practice!

x Pro Tip: 

Introduction  

After the lesson: 
Practice the routines by choosing a small group to try 
it out in front of the class.  Afterwards, discuss how 
the group did.  Have the group use a mentor text you 
have already all read as a class to discuss as they 
practice literature circles.	

Define Lit. circles as a 
class	

Have the class help you
make a list of reasons lit. 
circles are awesome	

Make a list of class routines for literature circles.  
Have the class help you with the list.

SAMPLE 
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Readers practice literature circle routines so they can 
get started right away and make the most of their 

learning time together.

I can practice literature circle routines so 
that I am reading to do my best work. 

Lesson 1: Literature Circles 

Why use Literature 
Circles: 

What Literature 
Circles Are: 

Our Class Routines: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

SAMPLE 



9 Student Pages! 



8 Teacher Pages! 



8 Posters 



Tons of support! 



Rubrics and More 



4 Projects Ideas 



Discussion Cards 



Response Forms 


