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The Mini Lessons: Literature Circles

**please note that many of these lessons could be stretched out over several days. It
is completely dependent on your professional opinion whether to extend them over more

than one day (and of course the biggest enemy of us teachers.. TIMED

Readers practice literature circle routines so they
can get sfarted right away and make the most of

their learning time fogether.

Readers think carefully about which books they

want fo read with a group so they con

for a ggeat discgasi

all the readers in their group.

Readers listen carefully during a literature circle
discussion so they can work o understand other

readers’ thoughts and opinions.

Readers listen carefully in a literature circle
discussion so they can make personal connections

while listening fo others share.

Copyright:



Kov s q/y],o(/ WW LITERATURE CIRCLE
LESSON

1

Mini Lesson Statement:

Readers practice literature circle routines so they can get started right away and
maoke the most of their learning time together.

Introduction (use this language as a guide) “Today we are going fo start talking about a new way

readers can share books they read with other readers..it’s called literature circles! Another name is book
clubs. You may have been part of literature circles, or book clubs before. If you have then you'll know they
are a super fun way to talk about books with other readers. Literature circles are great because they help
you think about books you read in a whole new way. They help you be a better listener and share your own
thinking. We are going fo start using them and I could not be more excited for youl But, before we go of f
info our groups, we'll need to do some practicing so we know what fo expect. Today, we are going fo write
our own class definition of literature circles, list reasons they are awesome, and come up with some class
routines fo help us get started”

DeFining and Lis’ring Reasons for Literature Circles:

ask students for

end books

Sample Anchor Chart

expectations rcle®ime. Get a list going on the Readers practice literature circle routines so they can

anchor chart. You may include: get started right away and make the most of their
We get started right away learning time together.

We have our books ready fo go What Lit. Circles Are: Why use Lit. Circles
We know where the group will meet.

We come prepared o listen and talk about books. Elzzisne Lit. circles as a anZLi J;hﬁsiliisriizo\éosulﬁr.

- Have ALL sfudents turn and falk with a portner circles are awesome

about more routine ideas and write a few answers on Our Class Routines:

the class anchor chart.

After the lesson:

Practice the routines by choosing a small group fo try

Make a list of class routines for literature circles.
Have the class help you with the list.

it out in front of the class. Afterwards, discuss how

the group did. Have the group use a mentor text you » Pro Tip: Choose which literature circle format you like

have olreody all read as a class to discuss as H’\e\/ best from one of the 8 models listed in this resource. Use

oractice literature circles that model fo add fo your class routines list. Then

practice, practice, practicel

Copyright:



I can practice literature circle routines so
that I am reading to do my best work.

Readers practice literature circle routines so they can
get started right away and make the most of their
learning time together

What Literature
Circles Are:

Why use Literature
Circles:

Lesson I: Literature Circles | (ypvright:
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- Literature Circle Checkllﬁ\

/ Check each box off as you finish prepping students for literature
circles. When all the boxes are checked, you'll know they are reads

get started! Literature Cireja Group
Members

Did T decide on which type of lit. circle format we will use?

Did I establish and teach routines for lit. circle groups? J‘

|Dd1 oush book choices ond ive book folks?
L & Am I ready fo schedule meeting times for each lit. J

o T ()

L S ;;r d
| -~ o
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Self-Evaluation Form
Date Met

Jifferently the n¢*! Literature Circle Book:

!
. . thing You want your grovp e »—> On a scale of 1 i
o—p What is OnC thing } a scale of 1-10 (10 being the best), how would you rate yourself in the group
Group-Evaluation Form - ' _
‘Group Members: Date Met: gs you did to contribute to the group today:
2. 3.
Literature Circle Book:
On a scale of 1-10 (10 being the best), give your group a score for each statement below.

. We all came prepared, with our book and ideas to share in the discussion.

. Everyone worked hard to understand other people’s thoughts and opinions.

1

2 hing you plan to do differently the next time you get together?
3. We all shared personal connections while listening to others talk in the group.

4

5

. We all had an opportunity to participate in the discussion.
port our thoughts and opinions.

_ We shared evidence from the book to sup
<d focus the entire time and did not get distracted by anything or anyonc. o

6. We stay
g our own thinking.

7. We added on to cach other’s comments by shann;
¢ agree or disagree with group member’s comments.

8. We shared whether w

9. We asked questions to gain
1(). We made sure not to interrupt others and

a deeper understanding of the rext.
cveryone listened carefully.

Our Total Score: /100
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Make a poster:

« \Materials Nceded:

] iterature circle book
Poster Of construction Paper
Markers

o 12 bt
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e Steps O Complete Project:
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Literature Circle Project \deas: -

Host a debate:

o Materials Needed:

1. Literature circle book
2. Paper for planning
3. Index cards

o Objective:
1. To highlight important issucs from !
2. To show tWO or more opinions abc

> s
aAPe Circle
Per for pla cle booj

Ll
Olsisc s A0nin
bccﬂ"c. g
1 -
1o ¢
2 Io bhate Vi
3 Entery, , Avorite g,
. C
udier, 1

3. To learn how 10 argue a topic ina * Ob; "
o StepstO Complete Project: 1o o X
s
1. Get together with group memb 32 To e ntare v
issues addressed in the text you . To b TRin g s
5. Decide which issue yOU will h s S 8 2 scene ? dience "¢ Of the |,
3, Listall the possible opinions W:m b 00k wig,
4. Assign each group membet L ic ete Pry: 00k t your ¢
topi €t to, ect: fe ass,
opic. : Scenes Sethep
5. FEach group membet Wiite sectig. Ol W u]th grou
6. Practice debating each op’ Assj 05 ang o like 1, Cmb
audience. ha gxﬁ r0leg hlig th Create ae iscy
7. Bring index cards t0 2 P 5 Dart T ch mbbe t for h e
being debating differen - Write ae rofe. 1t O 8, midg) cne o,
PI&C as Ipt or ut e egl‘oup. = end £ tzklp b]g
u O One shOuId e me ¢ book
ye Mbers 1y
ICQSt on y




\ W S mnto 101 9 M
VO

AN \\ ¢ \\\\. \\.\\

ANL ussit 0 srartels

enng about \s.r“

|| these d

) s n O \\\
1
(e \\\\\\. \ A

: »h was
\
\

e me laug e e T SRR
. Something that DRSS v i | R Q f i
\ \ wde me sad \\.\.\‘..-\‘\‘ : o SI e esponse Ues |OnS !
¢ that mase ¥ % oS :
te APY - ! Glue this list Into your journal. hink about how you can ¢« ymplet /
\ A NIC WSt | 3 ' |
te Apatt that upset! \ 1 these questons about the book to ask vout group when you mect: 3
scaust = =
\ .d about..- e i
) ~ > \1\\k .
s o sl cor” \ ! « \Whar did you think when...? i
\ A o S DECRUSE y ; ‘ !
‘| 5 \\\' L\\'n\'\“ \\.\H was . ! : i : ] !
‘ ' ; had t© cead agan ¥ 1o Whatwas your favorite parts '
1o One section 1 ha¢ ¥ i : : : '
\ hen ceminds of the !« Didyou make any connections 1o.. n the book? !
\ The ¢ whette e ' - : '
1e The part S - - .
\ : e reminds of 0 1« Were there any words you didn’t understand? '
Y oavhene s \ 3 J '
', The part Whe 5 ; :
0 ' 1ot b Jieve it when.. !+ Whatwere you wondering about when you read that...? !
\ just cowle RS - : : ) i H
l‘. 1 - ed when.:: ! e Whatdd.. _remind you of ¢ :
1e Jwasso confused H . 5 = |
! : . storv 1 1 id vou think that...when...”
\ - e MC 10 the stot) 1 J
1. 1£ that Were ; )
\ . ., that stood out o me re you excited when...7
\. One thing! nat 3
\ s " t was your first thought when.. 2
e think 1tS super o .
: you surprised too when.. P
Ve N
\

id you predict about.. i

— ) Dld yOu CO+Ch
" \Which cha ﬂ:e part
th-‘. WOS NI~

_ ey

r

\ Dol i - L i
9‘(\0\’\C / =
c\\jﬂ CO? i /

Were there

any words o

: ﬁ'i \/Q')
' \er &,

didn’t understand?



ResPONse FORMS




