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Sorcerers and Donkeys  

 based on a shiur by rav chanoch waxman 

Introduction: The Plan  

ְּ֠תוֹרָה אֲשֶֶׁ֧ר עַל־הַנָהָָ֛ר אֶֶ֥רֶץ  עוֹ֗ר פְׁ עָָ֣ם בֶן־בְׁ לְׁ ִ֜ים אֶל־בִּ אָכִּ לַַ֨ח מַלְׁ שְׁ וַיִּ
ְּ֠נֵה עַָ֣ רֹא־לוֹ֑ לֵאמֹר֗ הִּ קְׁ נֵי־עַמּ֖וֹ לִּ סָהַ֙ אֶת־עֵָ֣ין ם יָצָָ֤א מִּ בְׁ נֵָ֤ה כִּ םַ֙ הִּ רַַ֙יִּ צְׁ מִּ

י׃ לִִּֽ מֻּ הֶ֥וּא יֹשֵּ֖ב מִּ  הָאָָ֔רֶץ וְׁ

Balak sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor in Pethor, 

which is by the Euphrates, in the land of his kinsfolk, to 

invite him, saying, “There is a people that came out of 

Egypt; it hides the earth from view, and it is settled next 

to me. 

י אוּלַָ֤י  מֶָ֔נִּ י־עָצֶ֥וּם הוּאַ֙ מִּ ִ֜י אֶת־הָעָָ֣ם הַזֶ֗ה כִִּֽ רָה־לִּ כָה־נַָ֨א אִָֽ עַתָה֩ לְׁ וְׁ
בֹרָָ֔ך  בָרֵךַ֙ מְׁ י אֵָ֤ת אֲשֶר־תְׁ תִּ ָ֣י יָדַ֗עְׁ ן־הָאָ֑רֶץ כִּ שֶּ֖נוּ מִּ אוּכַלַ֙ נַכֶה־בָ֔וֹ וַאֲגָרְׁ

ר׃ וַאֲשֶֶ֥ר תָאֹּ֖ר יוּאִָֽ  

Come then, put a curse upon this people for me, since they 

are too numerous for me; perhaps I can thus defeat them 

and drive them out of the land. For I know that he whom 

you bless is blessed indeed, and he whom you curse is 

cursed.” 
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Source 1: Bamidbar Ch. 22 

סְע נ  ֖וַי ִּ רָא  ֣ו  ב ְ ש ְ י ַחֲנו  ֑י יִּ רְב֙ ל וַַֽ עַַֽ ע  ֔וֹת מוֹאָ ֣ב ְ וֹ׃ )ס(֥בֶר לְיַרְד   ֖ב מ  חַֽ ן יְר   

The Israelites then marched on and encamped in the 

steppes of Moab, across the Jordan from Jericho. 

Source 2: Devarim 1:5 

ע   ֶ יל מֹ֣ב הוֹאִּ ֑רֶץ מוֹאָ ֣אֶ ן ב ְ ֖בֶר הַי ַרְד   ֥ב ְ א  ש֔  וֹרָ ֛ה ב   ר׃֖ה הַז ֹ ֥ר אֶת־הַת  את ל אמַֹֽ  

On the other side of the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses 

undertook to expound this Teaching. He said: 

 

Source 3: Bava Batrah 14b 

שה כתב ספרו ופרשת בלעם ואיוב יהושע כתב ספרו ושמונה תבן מומי כ

 פסוקים שבתורה 

The baraita now considers the authors of the biblical books: And 

who wrote the books of the Bible? Moses wrote his own book, 

i.e., the Torah, and the portion of Balaam in the Torah, and the 

book of Job. Joshua wrote his own book and eight verses in the 

Torah, which describe the death of Moses. 
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Rabbi Chanoch Waxman: 

The narrative flow of the Torah can be defined as the saga of the relationship between 
God and those he has chosen, the forefathers, Moshe and the people of Israel. It is the 
story of God's promises, his revelation, and the trials and travails of his chosen 
people. Sefer Bamidbar constitutes a particular piece of this history, the story of the 
journey through the desert to the Promised Land and the transition from one 
generation to another. From this perspective, we may well wonder why the Torah 
inserts the story of Balak and Bilam here in Sefer Bamidbar. It is not about the travels 
and travails of the people or their relationship with the Divine. It is not law, and it is not 
crucial to the obvious themes of the book. If so, why indeed does the Torah bother 
with the story of Parashat Bilam? What is the point of its presence in Sefer Bamidbar? 

Source 4a): Bamidbar 22:21 

לְעָם ֤וַי ָ  ֹ ֙קָם ב ִּ ב  ַ ַחֲבֹ֔ב  י  ר  ֖וֹ וַי   ֑ש  אֶת־אֲתֹנ֖קֶר וַַֽ ם־ש ָ ב׃י מוֹאַָֽ ֥לֶךְ עִּ  

When he arose in the morning, Balaam saddled his 

ass and departed with the Moabite dignitaries. 

4b) Rashi 

ו   .ויחבש את אתנו נְאָה מְקַלְקֶלֶת אֶת הַש   ִּ הַש   ֶ אן ש  ָ כ  חָבַש  הו א מִּ ֶ רָה, ש 

ב ָ  ָ עַצְמוֹ; אָמַר הַק  ֶ ב ְ יהֶם, ש  בָר קְדָמְךָ אַבְרָהָם אֲבִּ ע כ ְ ָ אֱמַר"ה רָש  ֶ   נ 

קֶֹר וַי ַחֲבשֹ  אֶת חֲמרֹוֹ"  "ראשית כ"בב ב  ַ ם אַבְרָהָם ב  כ   ְ  ”תנחומאוַי ַש 

: 

 AND HE SADDLED HIS DONKEY — From ויחבש את אתנו

here we may learn that the hatred one bears for a person 

makes one disregard the rule imposed upon him by his 

exalted position, for he, himself, not a servant, did the 

saddling. The Holy One, blessed be He, said: You wicked 

man! Their ancestor Abraham has already anticipated you 

/Genesis.22
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in this, as it is said, (Genesis 22:3( “And Abraham rose up 

early in the morning and saddled his ass” 

4c) Midrash Tanchuma 

                                

אֱמַר: ֶ נ  ֶ קֶֹר, ש  ב  ַ ים ב  כ ִּ ְ ש  י ָד הִּ קֶֹר וַי ַחֲבשֹ  אֶת אֲתוֹנוֹ. וַי ָקָם ב ִּ  מִּ ב  ַ וְכִי לְעָם ב 

רָאֵל נֵא אֶת יִש ְ ָ ש   ֶ נְאָה ש  א מֵרבֹ ש ִ ָ פְחָה. אֶל  ִ , לאֹ הָיָה לוֹ עֶבֶד וְלאֹ ש 

צְמוֹ  עַּ זְרִיזו ת הו א ב ְ ד ב ִ וֹ וְעָמַּ מְת  דוֹש  קִד ַּ ָ . אָמַר לוֹ הַק ָ ךְ הו א, רָש  רו  ע,  ב ָ

בָר קְדָמְךָ אַבְרָהָם אֲ  ם כ ְ כ   ְ אֱמַר: וַי ַש  ֶ נ  ֶ נוֹ, ש  צְחָק ב ְ דַת יִּ יהֶם לַעֲק  בִּ

קֶֹר וַי ַחֲבשֹ  אֶת חֲמוֹרוֹ  ב  ַ  אַבְרָהָם ב 

Source 5: Bamidbar 22:20 

לְעָםים ֥א אֱלהִֹּ ֨בֹוַי ָ  ֹ  ֒לַיְלָה ֮אֶל־ב ִּ ִּ ֣ב ָ  ךָ֙ א לְ ֤אִם־לִקְרֹ וֹ ֗אמֶר ל֣וַי  ךְ ֣לֵ ו ם ֖ים ק֔או  הָאֲנָש 

 ָ ת  בָ ֗ם וְאַ ֑אִּ ר־אֲדַב   ֛ךְ אֶת־הַד ָ ֶ לֶ ֥ר אֲש  ה׃֥יךָ אֹת֖ר א  וֹ תַעֲש ֶַֽ  

That night God came to Balaam and said to him, “If these men 

have come to invite you, you may go with them. But whatever I 

command you, that you shall do.” 

Source 6: Bereishit 22:2 

 ֹ נְךָ ֠אמֶר קַח־נָ ֡וַי  ידְךָ  ֨א אֶת־ב ִּ ר־אָהַ  ֤אֶת־יְחִַּֽ ֶ ָ ֙אֲש  צְחָ  ֙בְת  רֶץ ֖אֶל־אֶ  ֔וְלֶךְ־לְךָ ק ֔אֶת־יִּ

רִֹי ָ  מ  ם֤וְהַעֲל   ה֑הַּ ָ הָרִּ ֣ל אַחַ ֚ה עַ ֔לְעֹלָ  ֙הו  ש  ֶ ֔ד הֶַֽ יךָ׃֥ר אֹמַ ֖ים אֲש  לֶַֽ   ר א 

And He said, “Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom you 

love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 

offering on one of the heights that I will point out to you.” 

Source 7: Bereishit 22:3 

כ    ְ ֹ֜ם אַבְרָהָ ֨וַי ַש  ב  ַ י ַחֲבשֹ  ֗ם ב  ק ַּ וַּ וֹ ֔אֶת־חֲמרֹ֙ קֶר וַַֽ נֵ ֞י ִ ְ   וֹ ֔אִת  ֙ י נְעָרָיו֤ח אֶת־ש 

So early next morning, Abraham saddled his ass  
and took with him two of his servants 

/Genesis.22.3
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Source 8: Bamidbar  

חַר־אַ  ים֣וַי ִַּֽ י־הוֹל   ֮ף אֱלהִֹּ תְיַּצ ֵ  ֒ךְ הו א֣כ ִַּֽ י ִ לְאַּ ֞וַּ ד ֶ ֛ךְ יְהוָ ֧ב מַּ טָ ֖ה ב ַּ ב ֣רכֹ   ֙ו אוְה וֹ ֑ן ל֣רֶךְ לְש ָ

נֵ וֹ ֔עַל־אֲתֹנ ְ וֹ ֖י נְעָרָ ֥ו ש   ׃יו עִמ ּֽ

But God was incensed at his going; so an angel of the LORD placed 

himself in his way as an adversary. He was riding on his she-ass, 

with his two servants alongside 

Also, the appearance of the 'מלאך ה standing in his way to prevent 

him from cursing עם ישראל 

Source 9: Bereishit Ch. 22:11-12 

קְרָ  י ִ לְאַּ ֜א אֵלָ ֨וַּ מַּ  ֙ךְ יְהוָה֤יו מַּ ָ ש   י ֹ ֔מִן־הַּ בְרָהָ ֖יִם וַּ בְרָהָ ם ֣אמֶר אַּ י ֹ ֑אַּ נִי׃֖ם וַּ ֵּֽ אמֶר הִנ   

Then an angel of the LORD called to him from heaven: 

“Abraham! Abraham!” And he answered, “Here I am.” 

 ֹ לַ ֗וַי  ְ ש  דְךָ ֤אמֶר אַל־ת ִּ ַ ֔אֶל־הַנ ַ  ֙ח יַָֽ ה כ ִּ ֑וֹ מְא֖לעַש  ֥עַר וְאַל־ת  ָ מ  ָ י ֣ו  י־יְר  ֗ה יָדַ ֣עַת  י כ ִַּֽ א ֤עְת ִּ

ים ה וְלֹ ֔אַ  ֙אֱלהִֹּ ָ נְךָ ֛א חָש ַ ֥ת  ָ אֶת־ב ִּ ידְךָ  ֥כְת  י׃ ֖אֶת־יְחִּ נ ִּ ֶַֽ מ  מִּ  

And he said, “Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do 

anything to him. For now I know that you fear God, since you 

have not withheld your son, your favored one, from Me.” 

Source 12: Bamidbar 22:25 

 ֵ ת  לְאַּ ֜רֶא הָאָת֨וַּ ץ ה֗ךְ יְהוָ ֣וֹן אֶת־מַּ ָח  ל  לְחַ ֔אֶל־הַק ִּ ֙ וַת ִּ גֶל ֥ץ אֶת־רֶ ֛יר וַת ִּ

לְעָ  ֹ ֑ם אֶל־הַק ִּ ֖ב ִּ ׃֖יר וַי  ה  ֹתַָֽ סֶף לְהַכ   

The donkey, seeing the angel of the LORD, pressed 

herself against the wall and squeezed Balaam’s foot 

against the wall; so he beat her again. 
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Source 13: Bamidbar 22:31 

יְגַּ  י ַּ ֒ י בִלְעָם֣אֶת־עֵינֵ ֮ ל יְהוָה֣וַּ לְאַּ ֞וַּ ד ֶ ֣נִצ ָ ֙ ךְ יְהוָה֤רְא אֶת־מַּ וֹ ֥וְחַרְב   רֶךְ ֔ב ב ַּ

לֻפָ  ְ יָד֖ש  ֹ ֑ה ב ְ ק  ַ ֥וֹ וַי ִּ ת  ְ ש  יו׃֖ד וַי ִּ ַָֽ חו  לְאַפ   

Then the LORD uncovered Balaam’s eyes, and he saw 

the angel of the LORD standing in the way, his drawn 

sword in his hand; thereupon he bowed right down to the 

ground. 

Source 14: Bereishit 22:4 

י   ַ ְ ֣ב  ִּ וֹם הַש   יש  ָ י ֗לִּ ש   י ִ בְרָהָ ֨וַּ י ַּ ֛ם אֶת־עֵינָ ֧א אַּ ק֥יו וַּ ָ מ  ק׃֖רְא אֶת־הַּ וֹם מֵרָחֹּֽ  

On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place 

from afar. 

Source 15: Bereishit 22:13-14 

 ָ ש   י ִ בְרָהָ ֨וַּ י ַּרְא֗ם אֶת־עֵינָ ֜א אַּ בַ ֥ר נֶאֱחַ ֕אַחַ  יִל֔וְהִנ ֵה־אַּ  ֙יו וַּ ס ְ קַרְנָ ֖ז ב ַ  ֙לֶךְ אַבְרָהָם֤יו וַי   ֑ךְ ב ְ

 ַ ק  ַעֲל  ֔ח אֶת־הָאַ ֣וַי ִּ ל וַי  ַ ֖הו  לְעֹלָ ֥יִּ וֹ׃֥ה ת  נַֽ  חַת ב ְ

When Abraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in 

the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram and 

offered it up as a burnt offering in place of his son. 

קְרָ  י ִ בְרָהָ ֧וַּ ק֛א אַּ ָ מ  ם־הַּ ֵּֽ ה֥ם ש  ר  ה֑יִרְאֶ  ה֣ו א יְהוָ ֖וֹם הַּ ֶ י  ֣יֵאָמֵ  ֙אֲש  הַּ ֔ר הַּ ה ֖ר יְהוָ ֥וֹם ב ְ

ה׃  יֵרָאֶּֽ

And Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh, whence the 

present saying, “On the mount of the LORD there is vision.” 

What are we to make of this connection? 
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Source 16: Bamidbar 22:5 

לַ  ְ ש  לְעָ ֜ח מַלְאָכִּ ֨וַי ִּ ע֣ים אֶל־ב ִּ ן־ב ְ ְ ֗ם ב ֶ ֶ ֠וֹר פ  ָהָ ֧תוֹרָה אֲש  נ י־֥ר אֶ ֛ר עַל־הַנ  רֶץ ב ְ

קְראֹ־ל֖עַמ   צְרַ ֤ם יָצָ ֣נ  ה עַ ֠ר הִּ ֗וֹ ל אמֹ ֑וֹ לִּ מ ִּ ם֙א מִּ ה֤נ   הִּ ֙ יִּ ָ ס  רֶץ ֔ין הָאָ ֣אֶת־ע   ֙ה כִּ

י׃֖ו א ישֹ   ֥וְה לִַּֽ ֻ מ  ב מִּ  

Balak sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor in Pethor, 

which is by the Euphrates, in the land of his kinsfolk, to 

invite him, saying, “There is a people that came out of 

Egypt; it hides the earth from view, and it is settled next to 

me. 

Source 17: Devarim 23:4-5 

א־יָבֹ וֹנִּ ֧לַֹֽ קְהַ ֖י ו מוֹאָבִּ ֛א עַמ  ירִּ ֣ם ד  ֚ה ג ַ ֑הוָ יְ ל ֣י ב ִּ ם ֛א לָהֶ ֥י לאֹ־יָבֹ֔וֹר עֲש ִּ

קְהַ  ם׃֖ל יְהוָ ֥ב ִּ  ה עַד־עוֹלַָֽ

No Ammonite or Moabite shall be admitted into the 

congregation of the LORD; none of their 

descendants, even in the tenth generation, shall 

ever be admitted into the congregation of the LORD, 

בַ  ֶ ֞עַל־ד ְ מ֨ר אֲש  ד ְ ל ֶ  ֙ו  אֶתְכֶם ֤ר לאֹ־קִּ ַ ַ ֣ב  בַמ  ד ֶ ֔חֶם ו  ַ ם ב  אתְכֶ ֖יִּ צ  ם ֣רֶךְ ב ְ

צְרָ  מ ִּ ם ֑מִּ ר יִּ ֶ אֲש  כַּ  ֩וַּ לְעָ ֜ר עָלֶ ֨ש ָ ע ֣יךָ אֶת־ב ִ ן־ב ְ ת֗ם ב ֶ ְ ם ֥וֹר אֲרַּ ֛וֹר מִפ 

ך ָ ֖נַּהֲרַּ  לְלֶּֽ  ׃יִם לְקַּּֽ

because they did not meet you with food and water 

on your journey after you left Egypt, and because 

they hired Balaam son of Beor, from Pethor of 

Aram-naharaim, to curse you.— 
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Source 18: Bereishit 24:3-4: Avraham charges his servant 

to find a wife for Yitzchak 

ב ִּ  ְ יהוָה֔ יעֲךָ ֣וְאַש  ַ ָ ֣להֹ  אֱ  ֙ב ַֽ אלהֹ  מַ֔ י הַש   ם וַֽ  ֶ ֑י הָאָ ֖יִּ ַ ֨רֶץ אֲש  ק  א־תִּ ה֤ר לַֹֽ ָ ש    ֙ח אִּ

בְנִּ  נוֹת֔לִּ ב ְ נַעֲנִּ ֙ י מִּ כ ְ ֶ ֔הַַֽ וֹ׃֥י יוֹש   ֖ר אָנֹכִּ ֥י אֲש  רְב ַֽ קִּ  ב ב ְ

and I will make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and 

the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from 

the daughters of the Canaanites among whom I dwell, 

ל  ֖י וְאֶל־מוֹלַדְת ִּ ֛י אֶל־אַרְצִּ ֧כ ִּ  ָ ֑י ת   ָ ֥ ךְ וְלָקַחְת  ש   בְנִּ ֖אִּ ק׃֥ה לִּ צְחַָֽ  י לְיִּ

but will go to the land of my birth and get a wife for my son 

Isaac.” 

A few pesukim later… ק י'פסו  

 ַ ק  רָ עֶבֶד עֲ ֠ח הָ ֣וַי ִּ ִּ ֨ש ָ מַל   ֜ה גְמַל  ג ְ יָד֖ו ב אֲדנָֹ ֥לֶךְ וְכָל־ט֔וַי    ֙י אֲדנָֹיו֤ים מִּ לֶךְ ֛קָם וַי   ֗וֹ וַי ָ ֑יו ב ְ

ַהֲרַ ֥אֶל־אֲרַ  ם אֶל־עִּ ֖ם נַֽ וֹר׃֥יִּ יר נָחַֽ  

Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and set out, 

taking with him all the bounty of his master; and he made his 

way to Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor. 

Some Geography… 

Mesopotamia (Arabic:  افِديَْن  Bilād ar-Rāfidayn, Ancient Greek: Μεσοποταμία) is بلََِد ٱلرَّ

a historical region of Western Asia situated within the Tigris–Euphrates river system, 

in the northern part of the Fertile Crescent, in modern days roughly corresponding to 

most of Iraq, Kuwait, the eastern parts of Syria, Southeastern Turkey, and regions along 

the Turkish–Syrian and Iran–Iraq borders.[1] 

Aram-Naharaim[a] is the ancient land of the Arameans and biblical term for a region in 

Upper Mesopotamia along the elbow of the Euphrates River.[1] It is mentioned five times 

in the Hebrew Bible[2] or Old Testament. In Genesis, it is used somewhat 

interchangeably with the names Paddan Aram and Haran to denote the place 

where Abraham stayed briefly with his father Terah's family after leaving Ur of the 

Chaldees, while en route to Canaan (Gen. 11:31), and the place from which later 

patriarchs obtained wives, rather than marry daughters of Canaan. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tigris%E2%80%93Euphrates_river_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fertile_Crescent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuwait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria%E2%80%93Turkey_border
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran%E2%80%93Iraq_border
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamia#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aram-Naharaim#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arameans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euphrates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aram-Naharaim#cite_note-Jr.2016-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aram-Naharaim#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paddan_Aram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haran_(biblical_place)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ur_of_the_Chaldees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ur_of_the_Chaldees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canaan
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Source 19: Bamidbar 22: 6 

ה ָ ִּ ֨לְכָה־נ ָ  ֩וְעַת  רָה־ל  י־עָצ֗ם הַז ֶ ֣י אֶת־הָעָ ֜א אַָֽ ֶ  ֙ו ם הו א֥ה כ ִַּֽ מ  לַ ֔מִּ י או  ה־ב   ֙י או כַל֤נ ִּ ֶ וֹ ֔נַכ 

 ֶ ו  ֖וַאֲגָרְש  ן־הָאָ נ  י אֵ ֗י יָדַּ כ֣ ִ רֶץ ֑ מִּ בָרֵךְ ֤עְת ִ ר־ת ְ ֶ ֶ ֔מְבֹרָ  ֙ת אֲש  אֲש  אֹ ֥ךְ וַּ ָ ר׃֖ר ת  ר יו אָּֽ  

Come then, put a curse upon this people for me, since they are too 

numerous for me; perhaps I can thus defeat them and drive them 

out of the land. For I know that he whom you bless is blessed 

indeed, and he whom you curse is cursed.” 

Source 20: Bereishit 12:3 

רֲכָה לְךָ ֔רְכֶ ֣מְבָ  ֙וַאֲבַָֽ ֶ מְקַל  בְרְכ֑אָאֹ  ֖יךָ ו  חֹ כ֖ ֹ  ֔ו  בְךָ ֣ר וְנִּ ְ פ  ְ ש  ה׃֥ל מִּ  ת הָאֲדָמַָֽ

I will bless those who bless you And curse him that curses you; 

And all the families of the earth Shall bless themselves by you.” 

What is the significance of the linkage? Bilaam… 

o is not the father of future generations,  

o does not faithfully follow after God's word to Canaan 

to found a new nation,  

o does not build altars to God's name to preach the 

faith, and 

o is not the knight of faith willing to sacrifice even his 

own son on God's command.   

Source 21: Bereishit Ch. 12 

 ֹ רְצְךָ  ֛לֶךְ־לְךָ ם ֔אֶל־אַבְרָ  ֙אמֶר יְהוָה֤וַי  ךָ  ֥מֵאַּ דְת ְ וֹלַּ ב    ֖ו מִמ ּֽ רֶץ ֖יךָ אֶל־הָאָ ֑ית אָבִּ ֣ו מִּ

 ֶ ׃ר אַרְאֶַֽ ֥אֲש  ָ ך   

The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and 

from your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 
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Source 22: Bereishit 22:2 

 ֹ נְךָ ֠אמֶר קַח־נָ ֡וַי  ידְךָ  ֨א אֶת־ב ִּ ר־אָהַ  ֤אֶת־יְחִַּֽ ֶ ָ ֙אֲש  צְחָ  ֙בְת  רֶץ ֖אֶל־אֶ  ֔וְלֶךְ־לְךָ ק ֔אֶת־יִּ

רִֹי ָ  מ  ם֤וְהַעֲל   ה֑הַּ ָ הָרִּ ֣ל אַחַ ֚ה עַ ֔לְעֹלָ  ֙הו  ש  ֶ ֔ד הֶַֽ יךָ׃֥ר אֹמַ ֖ים אֲש  לֶַֽ  ר א 

And He said, “Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom you 

love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 

offering on one of the heights that I will point out to you.” 

Source 23: Bereishit 22:16-18 

 ֹ ב ַ ֥אמֶר ב ִּ ֕וַי  ְ ש  י נְאֻם־יְהוָ ֖י נִּ ֶ ֚י יַ ֗ה כ ִּ ֑עְת ִּ בָ  ֙יתָ ֙ר עָש ִּ ֤עַן אֲש  ָ ֖א חָש ַ ֥ה וְלֹ ֔ר הַז ֶ ֣אֶת־הַד ָ כְת 

נְ  ךָ׃ ֥ךָ אֶת־ב ִּ ידֶַֽ אֶת־יְחִּ  

and said, “By Myself I swear, the LORD declares: Because you have 

done this and have not withheld your son, your favored one, 

י־בָר   ת־זַרְעֲךָ ֤ה אַרְב ֶ ֨וְהַרְב ָ  ֗ךְ אֲבָרֶכְךָ ֣כ ִַּֽ כוֹכְב   ֙ה אֶַֽ מַ ֣כ ְ ָ ם וְכַח֔י הַש   ֶ ֕יִּ פַ ר עַ ֖וֹל אֲש  ת ֣ל־ש ְ

רַ ֑הַי ָ  ַ א֖   ֔ש  זַרְעֲךָ ֣ם וְיִּ יו׃֥ת ש  עַר אֹיְבַָֽ  

I will bestow My blessing upon you and make your descendants as 

numerous as the stars of heaven and the sands on the seashore; 

and your descendants shall seize the gates of their foes. 

תְ  רֲכוְהִּ ָ וֹי  כ֖ ֹ  ֔ו  בְזַרְעֲךָ ֣ב  ֶ ֕רֶץ ע  ֑י הָאָ ֣ל ג  מַ ֥קֶב אֲש  ָ י׃֖ר ש  קֹלִַּֽ ָ ב ְ עְת   

All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your 

descendants, because you have obeyed My command.” 

Can we now tie the connection in to the plot of Sefer 

Bamidbar? 
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            Rav Chanoch Waxman: In line with the blessing/curse 
theme of the text and unstoppable power of the original blessing 
established for Israel, the key term for curse that appears in both 
the Avraham narrative (Bereishit 12:3) and the Bilam narrative, the 
stem a.r.h. appears seven times in the Bilam-Balak story 
(22:6,6,6,12, 23:7, 24:9,9). By no accident, the term for blessing and 
the conceptual opposite of "curse," the root b.r.ch. appears 
fourteen times in the Bilam narrative (22:6,6,12, 
23:11,11,20,20,25,25, 24:1,9,9,10,10), exactly twice the number of 
times that the term for curse appears. The power 
of Avraham's blessing outweighs the attempt to curse. Balak's plot 
is doomed to failure. 

Source 24: Chizkuni 

 שלקחו מיד סיחון שהיתה מתחלה שלי כשלקחה סיחון ואגרשנו מן הארץ

 .מיד מלך מואב הראשון

Source 25: Shem MiShmuel 

כבר דקדקנו ואמרנו טעם למה לא אמר  ,עתה ילחכו הקהל את כל סביבותינו

וכאן הזכירם בשם קהל, ונראה עוד לומר העם כמו שהזכירם בכל הפרשה 

שעיקר פחדתם הי' מפני כח הכללי שבישראל, שכל האומות הם ענפין 

וע"כ איתא במדרש שאמר ואגרשנו מן מתפרדין וישראל הם גוי אחד בארץ, 

הארץ אינו מבקש אלא לגרשם שלא יכנסו לארץ כי ארץ ישראל היא המאחדת 

ולא נתערבו עד שעברו את הירדן כמ"ש כמה פעמים בשם מהר"ל,  את הכלל

וע"כ אמר עתה ילחכו הקהל את כל סביבותינו היינו מפני כח הקהילה 

הוא באמת כשישראל מתאחדין וכן שבישראל בזה יכולין לנצח את הכל, 

למטה שורה עליהם ענין כנסת ישראל למעלה וכמ"ש ויהי בישורון מלך 

 :בהתאסף ראשי עם יחד שבטי ישראל

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.3?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.12.3?lang=he-en&utm_source=sef_linker
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Source 26: Pirkei Avot 5:19 

לכ ָ  ֶ ידָיו ש  לְמִּ ַ ת  , מִּ ָלו  ים הַל  ה דְבָרִּ ָ לש  ְ יָדוֹ ש  י  ש  ב ְ ֶ י ש  ה  אַבְרָהָם ל מִּ ָ לש  ְ . ו ש  ינו  אָבִּ

ל ֶ ידָיו ש  לְמִּ ַ ת  ים, מִּ רִּ ים אֲח  לְעָם דְבָרִּ חַ נְמו כָה, וְנֶפֶש   ב ִּ ן טוֹבָה, וְרו  ע. עַיִּ ָ הָרָש 

ל ֶ ידָיו ש  לְמִּ ַ ת  פָלָה, מִּ ְ בוֹהָה, וְנֶפֶש  רְחָבָה,  אַבְרָהָם ש  חַ ג ְ ן רָעָה, וְרו  . עַיִּ ינו  אָבִּ

ל ֶ ידָיו ש  לְמִּ ַ ת  לְעָם מִּ ל ב ִּ ֶ ידָיו ש  לְמִּ ַ ין ת  ע. מַה ב   ָ ל אַבְרָהָם הָרָש  ֶ ידָיו ש  ינו  לְתַלְמִּ  אָבִּ

לְעָם ל ב ִּ ֶ ידָיו ש  לְמִּ ַ ע. ת  ָ עוֹלָם  אַבְרָהָם הָרָש  ין ב ָ עוֹלָם הַז ֶה וְנוֹחֲלִּ ין ב ָ , אוֹכְלִּ ינו  אָבִּ

ֶאֱמַ  נ  ֶ א, ש  ל משלי ח  רהַב ָ ֶ ידָיו ש  לְמִּ ַ יהֶם אֲמַל  א. אֲבָל ת  , וְאֹצְרתֹ  יל אֹהֲבַי י ש   לְהַנְחִּ

לְעָם ע י ב ִּ ָ אֱמַרהָרָש  ֶ נ  ֶ חַת, ש  ַ ר ש  בְא  ין לִּ ֹם וְיוֹרְדִּ נ  יהִּ ין ג   ִּ ה   תהלים נה  וֹרְש  ָ וְאַת 

י אֶבְטַח  יהֶם, וַאֲנִּ רְמָה לאֹ יֶחֱצו  יְמ  ים ו מִּ י דָמִּ חַת, אַנְש   ַ ר ש  בְא  ם לִּ יד  וֹרִּ ים ת  אֱלהִֹּ

ךְ  ָ   :ב 

Whoever possesses these three things, he is of the disciples of Abraham, our 

father; and [whoever possesses] three other things, he is of the disciples of 

Balaam, the wicked. A good eye, a humble spirit and a moderate appetite he 

is of the disciples of Abraham, our father. An evil eye, a haughty spirit and a 

limitless appetite he is of the disciples of Balaam, the wicked. What is the 

difference between the disciples of Abraham, our father, and the disciples of 

Balaam, the wicked? The disciples of Abraham, our father, enjoy this world, 

and inherit the world to come, as it is said: “I will endow those who love me 

with substance, I will fill their treasuries” )Proverbs 8:21). But the disciples 

of Balaam, the wicked, inherit gehinnom, and descend into the nethermost 

pit, as it is said: “For you, O God, will bring them down to the nethermost pit 

those murderous and treacherous men; they shall not live out half their 

days; but I trust in You” )Psalms 55:24). 

Source 27: Bamidbar 23:18-21 

 ָ ש   ל֥וַי ִּ ָ לָק֤ר ק֑וֹ וַי אֹמַ ֖א מְש  מָ ֙ ו ם ב ָ ֲ ש  נ֖ינָה עָדַ ֥ע הַאֲזִּ ֔ו ַֽ ר׃֥י ב ְ ַֹֽ פ  וֹ צִּ  

And he took up his theme, and said: Up, Balak, attend, 

Give ear unto me, son of Zippor! 

 ֹ ל֥א אִּ ל֣ יכַז   ֙ יש  א  בֶן־אָדָ ֔וִַּֽ תְנֶחָ ֖ב ו  ב ֶ ֔א יַעֲש ֶ ֣וְלֹ ֙ ו א אָמַר֤ם הַה֑ם וְיִּ א ֥ר וְלֹ ֖ה וְדִּ
ָה׃ נ  ימֶַֽ  יְקִּ

/Proverbs.8
/Psalms.55
/Proverbs.8.21
/Psalms.55.24
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God is not man to be capricious, Or mortal to change His 

mind. Would He speak and not act, Promise and not 

fulfill? 

נ    ר  ֑ךְ לָקָ ֖ה בָר  ֥הִּ ב  י ו  ָה׃֥ךְ וְלֹ ֖חְת ִּ נ  יבֶַֽ ִּ א אֲש   

My message was to bless: When He blesses, I cannot 

reverse it. 

ב ִּ  א־הִּ יַעֲקֹ ֙ וֶן֙יט אָ ֥לַֹֽ רָא  ֖ה עָמָ ֥ב וְלאֹ־רָאָ ֔ב ְ ש ְ יִּ מ  ֙ ה אֱלהָֹיו֤ל יְהוָ ֑ל ב ְ וֹ ֔עִּ

עַ  וֹ׃֖ת מֶ ֥ו תְרו  לֶךְ ב ַֽ  

No harm is in sight for Jacob, No woe in view for Israel. 

The LORD their God is with them, And their King’s 

acclaim in their midst. 

 


