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Bible reading this week: Mark, 1 & 2 Peter, Jude

“The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and
immediately receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, they don't last
long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing
God’s word.”

Mark 4:16-17 (NLT)

My perspective on pain is either propelling or preventing my growth.

HOW TO PERSEVERE

1. Recognize that all trials are

“So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure
many trials for a little while.”
1 Peter 1:6 (NLT)

2. Expect difficulty in every season.

“So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the
same attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered
physically for Christ, you have finished with sin. You won’t spend the rest of your
lives chasing your own desires, but you will be anxious to do the will of God.”

1 Peter 4:1-2 (NLT)

“Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if
something strange were happening to you. Instead, be very glad—for these trials
make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have the wonderful
joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world.”

1 Peter 4:12—13 (NLT)

God’s good gifts come with
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3. Distinguish good pain from bad pain.

“If you are insulted because you bear the name of Christ, you will be blessed, for
the glorious Spirit of God rests upon you. If you suffer, however, it must not be for
murder, stealing, making trouble, or prying into other people’s affairs.”

1 Peter 4:14—15 (NLT)

Good Pain: Bad Pain:
e For doing what is e For doing what is wrong
e The pain is now e The pain is later
¢ The payoff is later ¢ The payoff is now
« Suffer o Suffer alone

“These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and
purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your
faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and
honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.”

1 Peter 1:7 (NLT)

4. Be released from the burden of

“In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by means of Christ
Jesus. So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and
strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation. All power to him
forever! Amen.” 1 Peter 5:10—11 (NLT)

“So if you are suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep on doing what is right,

and trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail you.”
1 Peter 4:19 (NLT)

Take Your Next Step

1. temporary 2. grief and grind 3. right
4. together 5. perfection
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