ThéBiggest Exam in China
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The biggest exam in China!

WATCH VIDEO

Today we are going to talk about

a very important exam in China — the
Gaokao.

Every June,

many students across the country take
the Gaokao.

What do they take in the exam?

Required subjects include Chinese,
Maths, Foreign Language

Elective subjects include Physics,
Chemistry, History, Geography

and so on.

The Gaokao is very difficult,
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https://youtu.be/f2WQyKOw7fM?si=OzabHZQ44C0fkNYR
https://www.youtube.com/@ChineseZeroToHero
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the exam usually lasts for three days,

there are many questions,

and the time is very tight.

So why is the Gaokao so important?

Because Chinese universities use
Gaokao scores to admit students.

If you get a good score, you can go to a
good university,

like Peking University, Tsinghua
University, or Fudan University.

If your score is not good, it’s hard to get
into university,

or you can only go to a very ordinary
one.

So many people say
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the Gaokao can change your fate.

Fate means your life and future.

Many students study for years just for
the Gaokao.

In the last year of high school,

which is called “Senior Three,”

the pressure from Gaokao is extremely

high.

Students feel pressure,

teachers feel pressure,

and parents feel pressure too.

I recommend a Chinese TV drama called

A Little Reunion,

it's about three families and their
children preparing for the Gaokao,

very realistic,
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and very good to watch.

Many people think the Gaokao is a fair

exam,

no matter if your family is rich or not,

as long as you study hard,

you have a chance.

But some people think the Gaokao is not
completely fair,

why is that?

Because schools in cities are better,

the teachers are better too,

and there are more learning resources.

City students can go to tutoring classes,

they get more help,
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but rural students might not have these
conditions,

they don’t have as many resources.

In 2024, 13.42 million people registered
for the Gaokao nationwide.

Have you noticed that Chinese people
really value exams?

From primary school to work, people
are always preparing for exams.

Some people say Chinese people focus
too much on exams,

many students are only good at taking
tests,

but can’t express themselves,

can’t cooperate,

and aren’t happy.
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