20. Demonstrative and Reflexive
Pronouns

Lesson in a Nutshell

Near demonstrative pronouns (“this” and “these”) look a lot like third
person pronouns except they start with a rough breathing or a . Far
demonstrative pronouns (“that” and “those”) begin with

First person reflexive pronouns all begin with éu
Second person reflexive pronouns all begin with o€
Third person reflexive pronouns all begin with €

Near and Far Demonstrative Pronouns

Here are examples of the near demonstrative pronouns in an English sentence:
is becoming very easy!
Whatever you did for the least of , you did for Me.

And here are examples of the far demonstrative pronouns:

Are you finished with ?
are my favorite jelly beans!

M@ [ F@M) [ N@ Me [ Fm ]

N (2)

Notice that in English, the pronoun does = e
not change except to show whether itis [ This £l That
singular or plural. The English chart = =
would look like this: o P
B These o= Those
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The Greek chart looks like this:

M (2) F (1) N (2) M (2) F (1) N (2)

Nom this this this Nom that that that
S [Gen of this of this of this | |- |Gen of that of that of that
=] <))

(o)}
< | pat to this to this to this | &5 | pat to that to that to that

Acc this this this Acc that that that

Nom these these these Nom those those those
[ of of - of of of
g Gen of these these these g Gen those those those
o to to o to to to

Dat to these these these Dat those those those

Acc these these these Acc those those those

Why is the Greek chart so complicated? Because it gives us the case, number, and
gender every time it uses the pronoun.

This is not really complicated. It is just following the 2-1-2 pattern we have grown used
to. The way to learn the pronouns is not to memorize every one of them, but to notice
the patterns.

The near demonstrative pronouns have either a rough breathing or begin with a .
Otherwise, they look very much like the third person pronoun.

The far demonstrative pronouns are especially easy to recognize. They always begin
with exelv.

Reflexive Pronouns
The reflexive pronouns reflect the action of the verb back onto the subject. For example:

First Person: | plan to read to myself tonight.
Second Person: Give yourself a break!
Third Person: She is very strict with herself.
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Here are all of the English forms:

Singular Plural
First

Person myself ourselves
Second

Person yourself yourselves

‘ himself
nggn herself themselves
itself

Since Greek gives us the case, number and gender of every substantive, we will expect
more forms, but these forms will follow the nice, easy 2-1-2 pattern we already know.

Once you get the hang of a few patterns, Greek is not as hard as it first appears!

Greek Reflexive Pronouns

M (2 F@1 N (2
M@ F () @ | (1) (2)

Nom Nom
% Gen of myself of myself | Gen of himself of herself of itself
)] =
c o
o | D2t to myself tomysell § B! pat to himself to herself to itself

Acc myself myself

Acc himself herself itself
M (2) F (1) Nom

Nom Gen of of of
5 § themselves themselves themselves
= f If f rself =
3 Gen of yourse! of yourse 2| ur o o ©
E| pat to yourself to yourself themselves themselves themselves
n

Acc yourself yourself Acc themselves themselves themselves

| did not include the plural forms of the first and second person reflexive pronouns

because | ran out of space. But they follow the 2-1-2 pattern. Easy as pie!

You might notice that there are no nominative forms. Why?

Because the reflexive pronoun by definition receives the action of the verb. There is no
need for a nominative form. For example:

| hit myself.

Myself does not hit myself.

Mt. Koivn 108



There is really nothing new to learn here except three words.
Notice the patterns.

First person reflexive pronouns all begin with éuocm.
Second person reflexive pronouns all begin with ceovt.

Third person reflexive pronouns all begin with €0

Lexical Forms of Pronouns

Pronouns, like the article and adjectives, have forms in all three genders. Therefore,
they are listed in their masculine, feminine and neuter forms in the lexicon.

Remember that we are only discussing eleven words. They change form in very regular
ways. Once you learn a few patterns you are well on your way to learning Greek!

Lexical Form Pattern Translation
First Person f-;yu) no gender ||
Second Person (513 no gender
Third Person OL{)’E(,)Q, ﬁ, (3 2-1-2
Relative oc, M, O 2-1-2  |Who
Interrogative ’cig, 'ci 3-3 Who? What? Which?
Indefinite TG, Tl 3-3 someone, something

Near 0 1% ~ .
Demonstrative OVTOC, XLTN, TOVLTO 2-1-2  |this, these

Far s A

Demonstrative  |EKELVOG, T, O 2-1-2  |[that, those

First Person ) ~ - ~

Reflexive ELOVTOV, NG, OV 2-1-2  |of myself

Second Person ~ A ~

Reflexive OEOVTOV, NG, OV 2-1-2  |of yourself
;2}12)('?5;30” £0LLTOV, NC, 0V 2.1-2  |of himself / herself / itself
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