BBC Men’s Revelation Study Lesson #11
 Revelation 14:1-20 Thriving, not Just Surviving in the Conflict
Revelation 12-13 have given us insight into the intense and ugly conflict that has gone on between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent throughout the history of redemption. 15-18 will highlight the intensification of the conflict as we get closer to Jesus’ return. 19-22 will give us glory, joy, hope overload!!! We have been introduced to the devil's main allies who together, with him, form an unholy trinity, and soon we will be introduced to Babylon the Whore. This has given us a most helpful understanding of the background to the earthly conflict that will continue until Jesus’ return. Lest this section of Revelation leave us thinking too much about our enemy, John is next gives us a vision of the people of God glorified and the great and final victory won by our God over all powers!
KEY: “The book of Revelation doesn’t underrate the satanic – we are opposed by great power and deception.  All the same, a lot of it is sheer bluff, and the caricaturing visions reduce the satanic trinity from what it puffs itself up to be to what it merely is.  This isn’t supernatural power before which we’re helpless; it’s more like para-natural power that we’re not used to.  But trained by John’s pastoral imagination, we’re equipped to discern and stand fast.  The three salvation-assisting visions are:  first, the Lamb leading worship on Mount Zion (Rev. 14:1-5); second, three angels preaching sermons from a pulpit in mid-heaven (verses 6–13); and third, the Son of Man harvesting the fields (verses 14-20).  The visions show us that while we’re doing our best to worship God and not the powers of the world, to understand our faith and not be misled by the Devil’s religious flimflam, and to cultivate a life of holiness in a weed-filled society… we’re being helped to do each task. These are three activities by which we survive and flourish…: 1. engaging in worship; 2. listening to the proclaimed Word; and 3. practicing holy living.  We find fortification for them in the Lamb leading worship, the angels preaching, and the Son of Man harvesting…” Eugene Peterson
1 JESUS LEADING HIS BRIDE IN PASSIONATE WORSHIP!
Revelation 14:1-5 1 Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion (Ps. 2), and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads.  2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps.  3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders (“Cosmic profundity and melodious majesty” – P. E. Hughes, one of my professors at Westminster Seminary). No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.  4 These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they kept themselves pure (1 John 3:1-3). They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb.  5 No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless (Our blamelessness comes to us through our union Christ, who took our blame and robed us in his righteousness).
The Lamb is Standing on Mt. Zion.  Jesus is victor!  He isn’t standing on Mt. Sinai, the place of law, but on Mt. Zion, the place of redemption! (Psalm 2)  Jesus is the victor over the dragon, the sea beast and the earth beast!

The people of the Lamb are marked/sealed by Jesus and the Father!  Signed, sealed and delivered!  Fix this vision of our security in Christ in your heart.   This 144,000 represents the totality of the people of God. John is reminding all of us that the central questions  are... “Whose disciple am I?”… “Of all the kingdoms competing for my allegiance, whose kingdom and which king will have my adoration and my allegiance?”… “ 

We are to worship with passion, joy and volume.  Again, God wants us to see that the principle business of heaven is the joyful worship of God; and, therefore, the worship of the true God is our main calling in this life.

We must never forget we are saved and transformed by God’s grace.  Our justification in Christ leads to a progressive transformation by the Holy Spirit!  Purchased and offered... what a beautiful way to understand our salvation.

II THE GOSPEL IS SPREADING AND WILL PREVAIL
Revelation 14:6-13   Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth -- to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water." 8 A second angel followed and said, "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries." 9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: "If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 10 he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment rises forever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name." 12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on."  "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them." 

Consider the significance of these next three angels:
1. The First Angel:  (vs.6-7) The first angel speaks of God’s grace and impending judgment.  Until the last hour the gospel will be… must be… preached to all nations, including the dark continent of our own hearts...  Those who despise God’s lavish mercy will know His just judgment.

2. The Second Angel:  (vs.8) The second angel speaks of "Babylon's fall". All godless systems and philosophies and ideologies of the "world" and the antichrist are doomed!  God's truth and Kingdom will prevail! We are to live by faith, not fear!

3. The Third Angel:  (vs.9-13) The third angel speaks of the eternal consequences of one's worship. To worship the beast is to be guaranteed eternal torment.  To "die in the Lord" is to be guaranteed eternal rest. Because of Jesus, death has been utterly defeated and transformed! 

III KING JESUS IS RETURNING FOR THE FINAL HARVEST 
Revelation 14:14-20   I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one "like a son of man" with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16 So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested.  17 Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, "Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth's vine, because its grapes are ripe." 19 The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God's wrath. 20 They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses' bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia.
KEY: Finally, John is given a vision similar to that given to Daniel, (Dan.7:13f.).  The "Son of Man," Jesus, coming in glory as the judge of all men.  Read Matt.13:24-30, 36-40 for Jesus' own teaching on this topic.  Notice the two aspects of this reaping.  There is the reaping of the wheat, believers, and the reaping of the tares, the non-believers (Matt.9:37; Luke 10:2; John 4:26-29; Mark 4:26-29).  What a tragic scene this is for those who reject the free grace of our God through Jesus.  Rather than be taken to the bosom of God by His love they will be under His feet in His judgment. Such is the insanity of sin and such is the judgment of God upon all who do not love His Son.  
KEY: We will either worship the One who was trampled under God's judgment "outside the city" for us (Heb.13:2) or we ourselves will be trampled under His feet "outside the city"
Questions for Reflection and Conversation
1. Dear brothers, what was most helpful, encouraging, and/or challenging to you from this week’s study and Scotty’s talk? 
2. Scotty said the Book of Revelation was written and best understood by the “calendar of grace” and not the calendar by which we normally live. How is this a helpful image? God’s ways are not our ways, and neither is his sense of time... to which we should shout, “Hallelujah!” 
3. How does Revelation 14 help us put ongoing expressions of evil, tragedy, and satanic activity into a more Biblical perspective? Better put, how does this chapter lessen our fears and fuel our faith? 
4. To me (Scotty) the best phrase I can think of to summarize Revelation 14 (and the whole Bible) is... God has left nothing to chance, but all things to Christ. Discuss this among yourselves and then close with a good season or prayer, worshipping the Lord with gratitude and praise, and praying for each other. 
