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“How are you doing?”; my uncle asked, his expressmn
conveying compassion and concern. I was nineteen years old -
and sitting across from ~him in the kitchen of my
- grandmother’s home in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, which was
! Eome to most of my father’s side of the l{mlly I was in my *
second year of my undergraduate studies at Emory University,
and I was v151t1ng my family dunng the school s winter break

“I heard you gclt marrled but it didn’t work out, he sald

Internally, I cnnged at the word marrled belng hed for tha
nikaah contract I had done the year before and annulled just
months later. Marriage sounded too serious a term for that

brief error in Judgment But I didn’t correct my uncle. In an
case, | wouldnt have known what to tell him to call it msteacl,
My uncle was Christian, so in his world, there was only dating,
engagement, or marriage; and I wouldn’t call my nikaah
contract any of those tlnngs And naturally, nikaah was not a
term he was famlllar w1th ik e ¥

E”The wise do not consrder the
_chains and shackles of jail to be the
“toughest restraints. The chains of §

attachment are the strong‘est of the

ties that bind.” =
_:.f!i]mi}ﬂihﬁ: Eulitr?ildﬁif .
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~ Years later, I would refer to the brief nikaah contract as “that
situation that happened when was eighteen years old.” Today
I sometimes wryly think of an unhealthy  emotional -
- entanglement because, truly, that’s all it was; but not marriage.
' Till today, marriage seems; t00 dlgmﬁed a term for that'“'
T 'cxperlence. B et ) e

“Im better now, I told my uncle honestly

What happened?” he sa1d fiklih
.. -“Lookmg back,” I sald I realize I wasn't in love But I was in |

love with being'in love.” =« .0 0 G ;_-._1 g .: '
His e ebrowe ‘rose in understandmg, adEhe: nodded
reﬁeenvely ‘It’s good that you understand that at such a young
~age,” he said. “It takes a lot-of people years to know the

difference.”

But as I reflect on my “love journey” today, I realize that my
heart remains a student of what love truly is, and it has SO
much more o learn. " -
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do you ha'.?e about ”bemg m% ove
with love”?:Can you. relate? Why or
why not? -






