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Season 3, Lesson 1 CoffeeBreak

L esson notes

a Introduction

Mark:

Andrea:

Mark:

Andrea:

Mark:

Hallo und herzlich willkommen zurtick zu Coffee Break German. Ich bin
Mark.

Und ich bin Andrea.

Wie geht's dir, Andrea? Es ist lange her?

Ja, sehr lange, Mark. Mir geht's super. Und dir?

Ja, mir geht’s auch super.

to learn something new

E Lesson notes

In this episode, we will look at the Perfekt or the present perfect. A topic listeners will

already know, but we will also look at new things, such as irregular verbs in the prefect

tense.

So, when is the Perfekt used? Mark remembers it's a past tense, and often in spoken

German, and Andrea confirms it is used to speak about things happening in the past,
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and like in English, it is connected to the present. So, we would use it for something that

has just happened and we can now feel the effect.

Example:

Are you hungry? - No, | have just eaten something.

Forming the Perfect Tense with Regular Verbs

This is how we build the Perfekt: auxiliary verb (haben or sein) + past participle

The past participle of regular verbs can be categorised into the following groups:

Group 1 - normal verbs
to form the past participle = ge + -stem+ t

zB: to make/do - machen > gemacht

Group 2 - separable verbs
to form the past participle = prefix + ge + t

zB: to shop - einkaufen > eingekauft

Group 3 - verbs with stem ending in -t or -d
to form the past participle = ge + stem+ et
zB: to work - arbeiten > gearbeitet

to bathe - baden > gebadet
Group 4 - verbs with an inseparable prefix

to form the past participle = stem + t

zB: to sell - verkaufen > verkauft
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feeling for the language

Group 5 - verbs ending in -ieren
to form the past participle = stem+ t

zB: to copy - kopieren > kopiert

* The part of the verb remaining when the infinitive ending is detached can be called

the “stem” or the “root”.

Forming the Perfect Tense with Irregular Verbs

Each verb in this category can learned as it is met as each one is different from another,
just as the the name of the category suggests! There are often vowel changes in the
stem of these verbs. Here are a few irregular verbs to show how different each one can
be.

to fly - fiegen > geflogen > ich bin geflogen

to travel - fahren > gefahren > ich bin gefahren

to eat - essen > gegessen > ich habe gegessen

Knowing when do use haben or sein as the auxiliary verb

The difference between verbs that use haben or those using sein is that sein is used
with verbs that express a change of location. It's important to note that it's not move-
ment alone, but there has to be a change of location or state. For this, Andrea gives her

favourite example:

I danced in the living room.
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In the example above, there is no change of location. The verb just happens to describe

physical movement, so haben is used as the auxiliary.

| danced into the kitchen.

Here, there is a change of location, from one room into the kitchen. Therefore, sein is

used as the auxiliary.
As mentioned above, verbs indicating a change of state also form the Perfect tense
using sein as the auxiliary. A good example is the verb einschlafen, meaning “to fall as-

leep”. At first | am awake, but then | fall asleep. So, there is a change of state.

I have fallen asleep

Here are a few examples of sentence with verbs that form the Perfect tense with sein.

We went / drove to Germany

Fritz fell asleep quickly

Franziska went into the garden

There is a very interesting exception to this rule and it's the verb bleiben which means
“to stay”. It is a verb that expresses no change of location or state like no other verb, but

it is conjugated with sein.

| stayed

Note that geblieben has a vowel change in the past participle, different to the infinitive

bleiben. -ei- in the stem of the infinitive has become -ie- in the past participle.

Coffee Break German, Season 3, Lesson 1 - Notes page4of 9



Here are some other examples of irregular verbs in the perfect tense:

which form the perfect tense with haben:

to drink - drunk > | have drunk something

to sleep - slept > | have slept

to stop - stopped > | have stopped

to speak - spoken > | have spoken (with Mark)

Here are some examples of verbs which form the perfect tense with sein:

to getin - gotin > | (have) got in

to get out - got out - | got out

to depart - departed > the train has departed

We are now going to see these and other verbs in a conversation.

Sabine: Hallo Chris, wir haben uns schon lange nicht mehr gesehen! Wie geht es
dir?
Chris: Hallo, Sabine. Mir geht es gut, Danke. Ich habe in letzter Zeit viel Deutsch

gelernt und deshalb bin ich wenig ausgegangen.
Sabine: Ach so, verstehe. Da hast du sicher gro3e Fortschritte gemacht.

Chris: Naja... Du hingegen siehst sehr erholt aus. Warst du im Urlaub?
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Sabine:

Chris:

Sabine:

Chris:

Sabine:

Chris:

Sabine:

Chris:

Sabine:

Ja, Karl und ich sind 2 Wochen mit dem Wohnmobil verreist. Wir sind in
der Schweiz rumgefahren. Es war fantastisch.

Das hort sich toll an. Habt ihr immer im Wohnmobil geschlafen oder habt
ihr auch mal geschummelt?

Also, einmal haben wir in einem Hotel tibernachtet. Dort haben wir auch
gut gegessen und am Morgen richtig lange ausgeschlafen. Aber sonst
sind wir mit dem Wohnmobil rumgetuckert und haben bei Camping-
platzen angehalten. Manche waren so schon, dass wir gleich 2 Nachte
geblieben sind. Einmal hat uns ein Bauer angeboten, dass wir bei ihm auf
dem Hof parken kénnen.

Ach toll, da hat euch sicher am Morgen der Hahn geweckt.

Haha, wir waren so mide, dass wir nichts gehért haben. Am Tag zuvor,
haben wir unser Abendessen selbst gefangen. Fisch. Den haben wir auf
dem Grill gebraten. Das hat richtig gut geschmeckt. Die Uberreste hat
dann die Katze gefressen.

Mmmbh lecker. Habt ihr denn auch ein paar Stadte besucht?

Ja, klar. Wir haben uns Zirich und Lausanne angeschaut. Zirich war sehr
schon, aber auch sehr teuer. Wir haben im Café nur etwas getrunken. In
Lausanne haben wir uns mit Freunden getroffen, uns an den See gesetzt
und uns unterhalten. Unsere Freunde sind noch ins Wasser gesprungen
und haben sich abgekiihlt.

Und da habt ihr Franzésisch gesprochen?

Nein, zum Glick kénnen unsere Freunde Deutsch und haben uns gut ver-

standen.

to go out > gone out
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progress > progresses

on the other hand

relaxed

Campervan

to go travelling > gone travelling

to drive around > driven around

to cheat > cheated

to sleep in > sleptin

to drive around slowly /at a leisurely pace > drove around slowly / at a leisurely pace

to stop > stopped

to stay > stayed

As mentioned earlier in the lesson, bleiben uses sein as an auxiliary. It is an exception to

the rule

farmer
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to offer > offered

farm

cockerel

to wake up (someone else) > woken up

catch > caught

BBQ

to grill > grilled

to scoff > scoffed

This is either used for animals when they eat or to describe humans who eat in an unappetising
way.

to explore > explored

to drink > drunk

to meet > have met

to converse > conversed
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to jump > jumped

to cool down > cooled down
to talk > talked

luckily

to understand > understood

Noch eine Kleinigkeit

dieser Zug ist abgefahren - (lit. the train has departed), but the idiom would be “this

ship has sailed”/"this opportunity is gone”

b4 o o
n 2x Joinin!

Head over to to find out how you can join in and practise

your German with the Coffee Break German learning community.
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