
Introduction 
Welcome to Rhinebeck School of Music’s Beginner Ukulele 
Course with Erin Hobson!

This course is designed for complete beginners, but is also 
helpful for anyone who wants to brush up on technique, dive 
deeper into rhythm, expand chord vocabulary, and add songs to 
their repertoire. 

Through the video lessons and accompanying PDFs, you will be 
provided with everything the beginner ukulele player needs to be 
able to grasp the basics of playing.

By the end of this course you will have learned:


• The different types of ukuleles, their features and parts.

• How to tune the instrument.

• How to play five basic chords and be able to change 

between them.

• Right hand techniques and different strumming patterns to 

accompany your chords.

• Simple melodies, playing one note at a time, across a 

number of strings with proper left hand technique.

• How to apply this knowledge and play songs.


Each video tutorial contains a bulk of content that is broken 
down later into smaller sections with play-along videos for you to 
practice to. PDFs are available to download with each video. 




The main goal of this course is to teach you how to play the 
ukulele with very little obstacles, so that you can just focus on 
playing the instrument. 

While the ability to read standard notation is certainly a valuable 
skill (and one which I highly recommend), it falls beyond the 
scope of this course. 

As such, all melodic information in this book is presented as 
tablature so that the inability to read music does not act as a 
barrier to those who wish just to play! 
This course is the first in a series that will be released by 
Rhinebeck School of Music. If you wish to expand your 
knowledge beyond these basics, keep an eye out for the next 
one.  
Good luck on your journey and have FUN!! Table of contents are 
below. 

MODULE 1: THE BASICS 

1. Introduc,on 

2. Ukulele Types, Sizes, and Anatomy 

3. Size Demonstra,on: All Ukuleles in One Song 

4. How To Tune 

5. How To Prac,ce 
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MODULE 2: BUILDING A SOLID FOUNDATION 

1. Technique 

2. Warm Up Exercises 
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MODULE 3: PLAYING SINGLE NOTE MELODIES 

1. How To Read Tablature 
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MODULE 4: THE FIRST FOUR CHORDS 

1. How To Read Chord Diagrams 

2. Chord Progression Play Alongs 

MODULE 5: BASIC STRUMMING 

1. Coun,ng And Strumming Rhythms 

2. Quarter Note And Eighth Note Strumming Play-Alongs 

MODULE 6: CHORD TRANSITIONS 

1. Two Chord Songs Part One 

2. Pay Me My Money Down Play Alongs 
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3. Buffalo Gals Play Alongs 

MODULE 7: GETTING OVER THE ‘G’ CHORD HUMP 

1. Introducing The ‘G’ Chord Part One 

2. Drunken Sailor Play Alongs 

3. Introducing The ‘G’ Chord Part Two 

4. Oh My Darling Clemen,ne Play Alongs 
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MODULE 8: RHYTHM WORKOUT 

1. Using a Metronome 

2. Strumming PaZern Play Alongs 

MODULE 9: MORE TAB MELODIES 

1. Part One: Jingle Bells 

2. Jingle Bells Play-Along 

3. Part Two: Ode To Joy 
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MODULE 10: INCREASING CHORD VOCABULARY 
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2. Midnight Special Play Alongs 
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MODULE 11: COMPLETION 
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