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I value life-long Relationships
Key verse
:
Proverbs 18:24


A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who 



sticks closer than a brother.
Introduction
· God positions ALL human relationships

· Acts 17:26


God puts people within boundaries
· 1 Corinthians 12:18
God places people in the body
· Isaiah 61:3


God plants people in His house

I value life-long Relationships when I understand…

1) What are life-long relationships?
a) 
special people (divinely arranged by God (my divine links))
· just as He wanted (not I want)   1 Corinthians 12:18
b) 
strategic people (duly assigned by God (define my future))
· “gap” people   Ezekiel 22:30
(Aaron & Moses Numbers 16:47,48; Esther & Mordecai  Esther 4:15)  

2) What are benefits of life-long relationships?
a) 
team synergy propels me to greater effectiveness.

b) 
‘two-better-than-one’ energy pushes me to higher excellence.

3) 

How to stay in life-long relationships?
a) with whom shall I choose to associate with?   Proverbs 13:20
 (you become like the people you associate with)
· 3 kinds of people: yesterday, today, future people

b) who has kingdom values and vision?   Amos 3:3
· prodigal or protégé.  Eg. Elisha and Elijah (mentor)  2 King 2:2,4,6,9,15
· control or correction? (the difference is in the heart of the receiver)
c) who has track record of faithfulness, integrity, spiritual perspective?
Application
· What mindest change?
· who to associate/dissociate?
· what purpose?
· length of time spent?  with whom?
