
Get ready for IELTS Listening



Introduction

The Listening test has 40 questions and lasts approximately 30 minutes. There are four sections each with ten 
questions.

The first two sections are of a social nature. Section 1 is a conversation between two people and Section 2 is 
usually a monologue. However, Section 2 can also be a conversation between two people. Sections 3 and 4 are 
connected with education and training. Section 3 is a conversation involving up to four people and Section 4 is 
usually a monologue. 

You hear each section once only and answer the questions in the question booklet as you listen. A brief 
description is given at the beginning of each section. At the beginning of Section 1, an example is always given. 
You are given time to check your answers at the end of each section. At the end of the test, you have ten minutes to 
transfer your answers to the answer sheet. The question types used are:

labeling a diagram/plan/map 
multiple choice
selecting items from a list 
short-answer questions

classification
matching
note/form/summary/table/flow-chart completion 
sentence completion

Section 1

Section 1 is a conversation between two speakers in a social setting ( for example, enrolling in a club or buying 
something), which involves the exchange of information like personal details.

The section has two parts. You will be given time to look at the questions before each part.
Not a range of question types is used in Section 1, not just form completion.



1  Track 04 Listen and follow the instructions

https://www.englishastir.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ReadyFor_IELTS_Track04.mp3


2   Work with your teacher. Look at the listening script below and check your 
answers. Underline the words in the questions which show the answer is about 
to be given. Match these words with the underlined answers in the script.



3   With your teacher, discuss the type of questions you have problems with, for example, 
writing down numbers, words with plural endings, or answers which are close together or 
far apart, or completing diagrams. Keep a record of the problem areas and think about 
them while you are studying by yourself and before you do a test.

Notes:



Section 2

In section 2 you will usually hear a monologue of a social nature like a radio broadcast or a talk 
about a place, but be aware that you may also hear a conversation between two people.

There may be two or three types of questions. The recording is divided into two parts, but you 
will be given time to look at the question before each part.

1   In Questions 11-16 below, decide which you think you should listen for first; items A-G or the 
parts of the theatre 11-16.

2   Work with your teacher. Decide what synonyms you might hear for the words in A-G.

3  For Questions 17-20, underline the word or words which show the answer is about to be given.

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

17

18

19

20
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Section 3

In section 3 you will hear a conversation between two to four people on a topic connected with education 
or training, such as preparing for a tutorial or receiving feedback on an assignment.

There may be only one type of question or up to three. The recording is divided into two parts, but you 
will be given time to look at the questions before each part.

1   Work with your teacher.  For Question 21, decide which word(s) in the stem help prepare
you for the answer. Decide what synonym(s) you might hear for each.

2   For Questions 22-24, decide which aspects of research you think are most likely to be still undecided at 
the beginning of a research project. Then think of paraphrases for the words in A-G.

3   For Questions 25-30, decide which answers are numbers and which could be plural.

talk:

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

Numbers:

Plurals:
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5   Work with your teacher. Look at the listening script below to check if any of the words or
phrases you chose from exercise 2 were used.



Section 4

In section 4 you will hear a talk or a lecture of an educational/academic nature. You do not 
need any specialist knowledge to understand the talk.

There may be only one type of question or up to three. There is no break in the middle as in 
Sections 1 to 3, but there is a pause of a few seconds. You will be given time to look at all the 
questions before you begin.

1   Work with your teacher. For Questions 31-35, decide which words in the stem indicate the 
answer is about to be given. Then think of paraphrases for the alternatives A-C.

2   For Questions 36-40, study the diagram carefully and make sure you know the sequence the 
information is given in.

31   boreholes/provide
        
        A

        B

        C

32   in the past/induce rain

       A

       B

       C   

33   proof/increase rainfall

       A

       B

       C

34   not support

        A

        B

        C

35   agriculture/weather control

        A

        B

        C



3   Track 07  Listen and follow the instructions.

https://www.englishastir.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ReadyFor_IELTS_Track07.mp3


4   Check your answers in the listening script below.

https://englishastir.com
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