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Parshat Terumah: Encountering the Divine
Based on a shiur by Rav Alex Israel

Source 1a): A Birds-eye view of Mishkan
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1¢) View of Mishkan from the East
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The Mishkan or tabernacle contains three basic areas or zones: the courtyard,
the Kodesh (Holy), and the Kodesh Kodashim (Holy of Holies). The division of
these three zones represents a progression from the profane to the sacred in
incremental ascending scales of holiness.

The outer area is the courtyard which is unroofed. It is here that the main
sacrificial altar (mizbeach) stands and all Israelites who are in a state of ritual
purity can gain admission.

Within the courtyard is a covered structure - an area with restricted entry - which
contains two sections. First is the "holy" to which regular Israelites could not
enter, only kohanim and leviim. Within this area was an inner chamber - the
Kodesh Kodashim. Only the High Priest would enter this chamber, on the holiest
day of the year - Yom Kippur .

The materials used also reflect the incremental levels of holiness. In the Kodesh
and the Kodesh Kodashim, the ritual objects are made from gold, the boards are
plated with gold and the coverings are an ornate weave of intricate, decorative
fabric. But in the outer courtyard, the altar is constructed from copper, and
surrounded by plain wood posts in copper sockets, supporting simple white
twisted linen divisions. The washing laver in the courtyard is also copper.
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Source 2: The Structure of the Parsha

Shemot 25:1-9 THE CALL TO DONATE MATERIALS
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1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses,
saying:

2 'Speak unto the children of Israel, that
they take for Me an offering; of every
man whose heart maketh him willing ye
shall take My offering.

3 And this is the offering which ye shall
take of them: gold, and silver, and brass;

4 and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and
fine linen, and goats' hair;

8 And let them make Me a sanctuary,
that I may dwell among them.

9 According to all that I show thee, the
pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern
of all the furniture thereof, even so shall
ye make it. {S}

RITUAL OBJECTS OF THE "HOLY OF HOLIES"

XY NINIVY) O

XN DNNN : DOVY
AN OIM NHNY 12N
AP 80 NN

207 NN DAY N9
XINNDI N*2AN ,"\1?1\2
1 P2Y YY) ;NN
239,27

10 And they shall make an ark of acacia-
wood: two cubits and a half shall be the
length thereof, and a cubit and a half the
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the
height thereof.

11 And thou shalt overlay it with pure
gold, within and without shalt thou
overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown
of gold round about.

RITUAL OBJECTS OF THE "HOLY": THE SHULCHAN
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23 And thou shalt make a table of acacia-
wood: two cubits shall be the length
thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof,
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and a cubit and a half the height thereof.
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24 And thou shalt overlay it with pure
gold, and make thereto a crown of gold
round about.
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31 And thou shalt make a candlestick of
pure gold: of beaten work shall the
candlestick be made, even its base, and
its shaft; its cups, its knops, and its
flowers, shall be of one piece with it.
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32 And there shall be six branches going
out of the sides thereof: three branches of
the candlestick out of the one side
thereof, and three branches of the candle-
stick out of the other side thereof;

STRUCTURAL DETAILS OF THE "TENT" - "HOLY" & THE HOLY OF HOLIES

26:1-14 The cloth coverings of the Mishkan
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tabernacle with ten curtains: of fine
twined linen, and blue, and purple,
and scarlet, with cherubim the work
of the skilful workman shalt thou
make them.

2 The length of each curtain shall be
eight and twenty cubits, and the
breadth of each curtain four cubits;
all the curtains shall have one
measure.

26:15-30 The wood structure of the Mishkan

15 And thou shalt make the boards
for the tabernacle of acacia-wood,

DVIPD-NN TPYY) 10
DYTHY DOV XY 12URT



Page 5

standing up.
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26:31-37 The parochet - curtain between the Holy and H.of Holies
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RITUAL OBJECTS OF THE COURTYARD
27:1-8 The sacrificial altar
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STRUCTURAL DETAILS OF THE COURTYARD
27:9-19 The boundary of the outer courtyard (the posts and cloth
"walls'")
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10 And the pillars thereof shall be
twenty, and their sockets twenty, of
brass; the hooks of the pillars and their

D2 ,00PRPYM fillets shall be of silver.

Source 3: Rav Alex Israel:

The ordering of the details in these chapters is systematic. The
description of the Mishkan works from inside outwards. It begins by
describing the inner area known as the Holy of Holies and it moves
outwards to detail the outer chamber and courtyard.

For each "area" or "zone" of the Mishkan, first the "kelim" - vessels or
ritual articles - are described, followed by the construction details of
the environment in which they reside.

The description of the kelim BEFORE that of the structure conveys the
concept that the kelim, rather than the impressive structure, are the focus
of the Mishkan. ... The service of the mishkan that is the essence and

not the tabernacle itself.

Question: After the request for donations, which area and which
vessel seems to be prioritized - given center-stage?

Source 4: Ramban’s commentary on Shemot 25:1

God had spoken with Israel face to face,
delivering to them the Ten
Commandments ... and Israel had accepted
the performance of the commands that He
would issue (via Moses). A covenant had
been cut on this very act. Now they are His
nation and He is to them as a God as he had
defined from the start (19:5), 'and you will be
to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation'
(19:6). It is befitting a holy nation that
there be within their midst a sanctuary so
that God's presence may dwell among
them. Hence He commanded - as the very
first command - that there be a Mishkan, a
house sacred to His name where he could
speak with Moses and command the
Children of Israel.
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The central focus of the Mishkan - the
place of God's presence - is the Aron as it
states, ' There will I meet you, and I will
speak with you - from above the
Kapporet ... (all that I will command you
concerning the Children of Israel) (25:21).'
This is the reason that the Aron is mentioned
at the top of the list, for it is the highest in
level. (...but in Parshat Vayakhel (Ch. 35)
when the structure and coverings of the
Mishkan precede the description of the
Aron, that is because it was these items that
had to be crafted earliest.)

Observations:
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» Hashem to dwell amongst Am Yisrael - ongoing contact
» For His presence to be felt - communication is essential - hub is
the Aron/ark in the Mishkan’s 2wp wTIp.

Follow-up questions:

» What 1s is about the Aron which makes this item the focal point of

the Mishkan - the tabernacle?

» Why is the Aron placed at the head of the inventory of vessels of

the sanctuary?

The Theme of Communication
Source 5: Review of Shemot 25:10-21

"They shall make an Aron of acacia wood, two and a half cubits long, a
cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. Overlay it with pure gold
- overlay it inside and out ... And deposit in the Aron [the tablets of] the
pact (edut) which I will give you. You shall make a cover (Kapporet) of
pure gold, two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. Make two
cherubim of gold - make them of hammered work - at the two ends of the
Kapporet ... The cherubim shall have their wings spread out above,
shielding the cover with their wings ... Place the Kapporet-cover on top of
the Aron, after placing inside the Aron, the pact that I will give you.
There will I meet you, and I will speak with you - from above the

Kapporet, between the two cherubim that are on top of the Aron of the

pact - all that I will command you concerning the Children of Israel."
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The very content of the Aron belies its function. It is a storage box - "as

with a great

treasure which is deposited with a person for safekeeping' (Ibn Ezra 25:16).

What do the tablets testify to?

Source 6: Bamidbar Ch. 35
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Evidence for the view of Ramban:

ark set forward, that Moses said:
'Rise up, O LORD and let Thine
enemies be scattered; and let them
that hate Thee flee before Thee.’

36 And when it rested, he said:
'‘Return, O LORD, unto the ten
thousands of the families of
Israel.’ {P}

Following the sin of the Golden Calf:
Source 7: Shemot Ch. 33
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7 Now Moses used to take the tent and to
pitch it without the camp, afar off from the
camp; and he called it the tent of meeting.
And it came to pass, that every one that
sought the LORD went out unto the tent of
meeting, which was without the camp.

8 And it came to pass, when Moses went
out unto the Tent, that all the people rose
up, and stood, every man at his tent door,
and looked after Moses, until he was gone
into the Tent.

9 And it came to pass, when Moses
entered into the Tent, the pillar of cloud
descended, and stood at the door of the
Tent; and [the LORD] spoke with Moses.

10 And when all the people saw the pillar
of cloud stand at the door of the Tent, all
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This occurs prior to the building of the Mishkan - so that there is no Aron and no
Mishkan as of yet:

Source 8: Rav Alex Israel:

The people have betrayed God. They have betrayed their exclusive commitment
to God and have thereby brought the pact into question. The relationship itself,
between God and Israel is under review. How do we proceed? How can the
damage be repaired? In this atmosphere, the word of God cannot be heard from
within the camp. God's presence will not rest in the midst of the camp which have
broken the pact. God's presence, his word is the fulfillment of the covenant. The
Tent, the communication, leaves the camp and moves outside.

Renewed significance to the pasuk in Parshat Terumah:

VTN D JWY) N 8 And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I
D:nn: ’ﬂ)ﬂ\’)? may dwell among them.

Reconciliation - building of the Mishkan
Source 9: Vilna Gaon, Kol Eliyahu on Vayikra 23

“So that your generations will know that
I caused the Jewish people to dwell in
Succot when I took them out of the Land
of Egypt”. Many people ask, “Why do we
observe Succot in Tishri. After all,
since the Succot are representative of
the Clouds of Glory, it would have been
fit to observe it in Nissan, which was
the first month in which the clouds
surrounded us. But the answer is that
when the nation made the Golden Calf,
the clouds departed, and they did not
return until they started building the
Mishkan. Moshe descended on Yom Kippur,
the next day, he pgathered them and
commanded them regarding the Mishkan, on
11" Tishri_and on the 15™ they began to
construct it, at which time the Clouds
of Glory returned; that is why we
celebrate Succot on the 15 of Tishri
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Source 10: Ramban on Shemot Ch. 25:1 continued...: A Perpetual Har Sinai
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The essence (sod) of the Mishkan is thus: The Divine
presence that rested upon Mt. Sinai, will now rest in the
Mishkan in a more discreet form... the presence of God that
appeared at Mt. Sinai was with Israel for eternity in the form
of the Mishkan and when Moses entered (the Mishkan) he
received the selfsame Divine voice (or word) that had spoken
to him at Mt. Sinai

At Sinai: The Mishkan:
"The CLOUD covered the '"The CLOUD covered the tent of
mountain, and GOD'S meeting, and GOD'S
PRESENCE rested upon Mt. PRESENCE filled the Mishkan."
Sinai'" (24:16). (40:34)

"From the heavens he let you '"And he HEARD the VOICE ...
HEAR his VOICE" (Devarim from between the Keruvim"
4:36) (Bamidbar 7:89)
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Also, restricted entry vis-a-vis both Har Sinai and the Mishkan:

Source 11: Shemot Ch. 24
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15 And Moses went up into the mount,
and the cloud covered the mount.

16 And the glory of the LORD abode
upon mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days; and the seventh
day He called unto Moses out of the
midst of the cloud.

17 And the appearance of the glory of
the LORD was like devouring fire on
the top of the mount in the eyes of the
children of Israel.

18 And Moses entered into the midst
of the cloud, and went up into the
mount; and Moses was in the mount
forty days and forty nights. {P}

Source 12: Shemot Ch. 40

34 Then the cloud covered the tent of
meeting, and the glory of the LORD
filled the tabernacle.
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35 And Moses was not able to enter
into the tent of meeting, because the
cloud abode thereon, and the glory of
the LORD filled the tabernacle.--

Source 13: Vayikra Ch. 1
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and spoke unto him out of the tent
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Source 14: Mishna Yomah Ch. 5, Mishna 2
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After the Ark was taken into exile, there was a rock in the Holy of
Holies from the days of the early prophets, David and Samuel, who
laid the groundwork for construction of the Temple, and this stone was
called the foundation rock. It was three fingerbreadths higher than

the ground, and the High Priest would place the incense on it.

Source 15: Mishna Shekalim Ch. 6, Mishnas 1 & 2
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There were in the Temple thirteen chests, thirteen tables and thirteen
prostrations. [Members] of the houschold of Rabban Gamaliel and of
Rabbi Hananiah the chief of the priests used would prostrate fourteen

[times. And where was the additional [prostration|? In front of the

wood storage yard, for they had a tradition from their forefathers that
the Ark was hidden there.
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It once happened that a priest who was busy [there] noticed that the
floor [of the wood storage area] was different from the others. He went

and told it to his friend but before he had time to finish his words his

soul departed. Then they knew for certain that there the Ark was
hidden.
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Source 16:
Rabbi Ken Spiro, Crash Course in Jewish History # 25
The Second Temple

The rebuilding of the Temple, which had began under Cyrus when the Persians first took
over the Babylonian empire, and which was then interrupted for 18 years, resumed with
blessing of Darius II, the Persian king whom we believe to be the son of Esther.

The work is completed in 350 BCE and the Temple is re-dedicated. But it is not the same.

The intense spiritually of the First Temple cannot be compared to the Second. The
constant open miracles are gone. Prophecy will also disappear during the early years of
the second Temple. The Ark of the Covenant is gone — and although there is a Holy
of Holies, it stands empty.

The Ark — this special gold-lined cedar chest which had contained the tablets of the Ten
Commandments — was the place where the Shechina, the Presence of God, descended
from heaven between the outstretched wings of the two golden cherubs. What happened
to it? The Talmud talks about it and relates two opinions.(1) One opinion says the
Babylonians took it into captivity. The other opinion says that it was hidden by King
Josiah who had anticipated the impending invasion and destruction.

There's a well-known story told in the Talmud of a coken, a priest, who finds a loose
stone on the Temple Mount and realizes that's where the Ark is hidden. On the way to
tell others about it, he dies.(2) The point of the story is that the Ark is not meant to be
found. Not yet.

Source 17: Rambam, Hilchot Beit HaBechira - Ch. 1
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It is a positive obligation to build a house for God where offerings may
be brought and to make pilgrimage to it three times a year as it says
"and they shall make Me a sanctuary.” The tabernacle which Moses
made in the desert has already been described in the Torah, but it was a

temporary measure, as it says ' for you have not yet reached, etc.”
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/essels must be made for the Temple: An altar for burnt offerings and
other sacrifices, and a ramp to access the altar; these are placed in front
of the Hall slightly southward (of center). The basin and its base, which
the priests use to wash their hands and feet for the service, are both
placed between the altar and the Hall towards the south, on your left as
you enter the sanctuary. A table, a (smaller) altar for incense, and a
Menorah [are also necessary] and all three go in the sanctuary in front

Di: th(.’ inner sancrum.
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The Menorah belongs on the south side, on your left as you enter, and

the table --which holds the show-bread -- on the right.

Source 18: Rav Israel:

Putting the Aron at the centre means that the primary function of the sanctuary is
the creation of a seat for the Shekhina - God's presence. "Make for me a sanctuary
- so that I will rest my presence in your midst." (25:8). God approaches Man.

But putting the altar at the centre reverses the direction completely. With the altar at
the centre, I focus upon how I may serve God. I see myself as His servant. The Mishkan
is the place that allows me to approach the Almighty. This facilitates a mode of service.
Now the aim is not so much God descending to earth, but mankind ascending to Him.
Man approaches, ascends to God!

Sefer Shemot:
Hashem’s word as a guide for the nation on its way to
becoming a W7P 13 D°1772 NIYAN

Sefer Vayikra:
Focus on the Kohanim - Man’s service of Hashem



