
A veiled woman prays with her hands upraised. 
This Orante figure is from a fresco painted in 
the mid-third century. Cubiculum ofVelatia, 
Priscilla Catacomb, Rome. 
(Courtesy of Benedictine Sisters.) 
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Preachers, Pastors, Prophets, and Patrons 
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THE EVIDENCE FOR WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP 

Under a high arch in a Roman basilica 
dedicated to two women saints, Prudent:ian 
and Praxedis, is a mosaic portraying four 
female figures: the two saints, Mary, and a 
fourth woman whose hair is veiled and 
whose head is surrounded by a square 
halo-an artistic technique indicating that tli 
person was still living at the time the mosa:i 
was made. The four faces gaze out sere.net 
from a glistening gold background. The 
faces. of Mary and the two saints are easily 
recognizable. But the identity of the fourth 
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"Absolutely first rate!" 

-Jouette M. Bassler, associate editor, The HnrpcrCallins Study Bible

"Brilliantly lays bare the historic roors of the church's prejudice
against women. A powerful, revealing, insightful book."

-Rt. Rev. John S. Spong, Bishop of Newark;
author of Bam of a WcJ1na,1 

"Torjesen 's research and analysis bolster the already persuasive case that 
women managed households both domestic and ecclesia1 in the early 
centuries of Christianity, and will do so again to everyone's benefit." 

-Mary E. Hunt, co-director of the
Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics and Ritual (WATER) 

"An entirely fresh approach to a vexed and uncertain question." 

-Dr. Rowan Wilfoms, Bishop of Monmouth

"Torjesen caJls contemporary Christian theologians to extricate the 
essential teachings of the gospel from the current patriarchal gender 
system, restoring women to equal partnership in Christian life." 

-Nnticmal Catholic Reporter
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