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What is argument analysis?

Section from VCAA exam specifications:

In other words, you will be given a text on the day of your test/exam which you will have to
read and write an essay analysing the writer’s arguments and how they attempt to
persuade the reader of their opinion.

Therefore, persuasive writing techniques as well as any images included must be
analysed.

Structure of an argument analysis

Introduction

1. Introduce the issue talked about in the text (e.g. with the recent rise of technological
advancements, the question of whether or not the use of AI should be restricted is up
for debate)

2. Introduce the article
→ type of article (opinion piece, news report, speech…)
→ author(s) full names and their credentials (Newspaper editor, school captain etc.)
→ date of publication and the publisher (e.g. the Herald Sun, a podcast channel)
→ a overall tone of the piece (passionate, angry, mocking, satirical)
→ contention of the author (what is their opinion on the issue?)
→ target audience- who is the author trying to write to or persuade?
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Body paragraphs
★ use TEEL structure- without linking sentence

Structure:
1. Topic sentence
2. First example/evidence
3. Analysis/explanation
4. Second example
5. Second analysis

Conclusion
1. Summarise main contention of the writer
2. Take home message of overall article (What action does the writer want for the

readers/audience to take after reading her article? e.g. a call to action)
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TASK 1: Read and annotate the example article below
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EXAMPLE ANNOTATION

The persuasive techniques are highlighted, identified and its effect is considered, tone of
the piece is identified and the contention
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TASK 2: Identify 5 examples of persuasive techniques

Instructions: Fill in the table below or make a similar table to practise finding and analysing
the author’s persuasive techniques.

PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUE
*Write below the quote from the
text

TYPE OF TECHNIQUE
e.g. simile, rhetorical
question

ANALYSIS
1. what is the author trying to say through
this quote & the use of the technique?

2. the intended effect on the audience
e.g. to make the reader feel guilt and shame

E.g. “A study of Australian horse
racing found it improved the
times of just 2 per cent of
horses”

Case study/statistical
evidence

1. The author is trying to highlight the
futile practice of “whipping” horses
with evidence, rather highlighting it
as animal abuse

2. to encourage the reader to feel
shame in supporting horse racing
and the common practice of
whipping horses in races
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TASK 3: Write an introduction for the article

INTRODUCTION SCAFFOLD

Recently, the issue of………………….. (state the question of the issue/whether or
not…) has arisen as a result of …………………………… (give a reason why the issue
came about).

In a/an (type of article) ……………………………….. titled, “………………..”, the writer,
(full name of author and their credentials) argues that ………………………….(main
contention). She/he adopts a …………….. tone, (adjectives for tone e.g. forthright,
balanced, authoritative, very personal, informative, humorous), addressing his/her
target audience of ……………….. .

Your introduction:
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Next lesson…

We will practise analysing more persuasive techniques & analysing images.


