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To my wife, Linda, who has an amazing heart of Faith —

to have us hear what God authors (speaks to us)
and then patiently receive His gift of faith
as He perfects or finishes faith in us.
We have seen and continue to experience
mighty and wonderful works of God in our lives —
only things that He can do; and Linda knows that without faith
it is impossible to please God so she does not let us try
to figure things out on our own—she says:
“Why bother —we are called to walk by faith,
and there is no other way to walk.” She will not let us
give up or get discouraged when things are delayed
or not quite happening like we were expecting—
just stay with the process of faith: Faith comes from hearing
and hearing from the Word. I am so blessed
that we have learned this important truth together
and that I have a spouse who lives this out as a way of life.
What a privilege.
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LESSON 1:

INTRODUCTION:

Read Hebrews 10:35-39:

3> Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which
has a great reward. *¢ For you have need of endurance, so
that when you have done the will of God you may receive
what is promised. *” For,

“Yet a little while,

and the coming one will come and will not delay;
38 but my righteous one shall live by faith,

and if he shrinks back,
my soul has no pleasure in him.”

39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are
destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their
souls.

We are called as followers of Christ to walk by faith! The
Lord states clearly that He has no pleasure in us if we walk by
sight—rather, all of His children are called to walk by faith. This
course, then, is intended to teach us what faith actually is and
how we walk in that faith to live as God intended.
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CURRENT EVALUATION OF MY LIFE OF FAITH:

What is the truth about your current walk of faith? Rate the following from 1 to 5
(1 being best and couldn’t be better, 5 being worst):

1. Hearing from God regularly and receiving His Word forme: 1 2 3 4 5

2. Am responding to how God is challenging me with greater opportunities
to believe His ways, His purposes, His work in my life: 1 2 3 4 5

3. Understand with clarity the promises of God to me: 1 2 3 4 5

4. Seeing that is it is becoming easier for me to believe
these promises: 1 2 3 4 5

5. Regularly experience God’s great and mighty works as | respond in faithto His
promises to me: 1 2 3 4 5

6. | am not trying to have more faith—but instead
receive what He has for me: 1 2 3 4 5

7. | fully understand how to grow in a life of faith: 1 2 3 4 5

1. FAITH DEFINED

Read and write out the following verses. With regard to the essence of faith,
who do these verses say is the object of our faith?

e John 1:6-14:

5There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.” He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.® He was not
the light but came to bear witness about the light.

°The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. '° He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
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know him. '" He came to his own, and his own people[b] did not receive

him. 2 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, " who were born, not of blood nor of the will
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

* And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son' from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 6:29:

2 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him

whom he has sent”
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INTRODUCTION:

John 11:17-27:

| Am the Resurrection and the Life

7 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days.' Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles[a] off, '* and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning
their brother. ° So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and
met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. *' Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 2 But even now
| know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”?* Jesus said to
her, “Your brother will rise again.’?* Martha said to him, “l know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” % Jesus said to her,“l am the
resurrection and the life.”? Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall
he live,  and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?”? She said to him, “Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the Christ, the
Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

Hebrews 11:6:

5 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
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Read through these verses and define “What” is faith:

e Hebrews 11:1-3:

By Faith

11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. ® By faith we
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is
seen was not made out of things that are visible.

2. WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO LIVE BY FAITH?

Let's review the real spiritual necessity for why we are called to live by faith.
Read through these verses in Genesis and write down how the world was created;
the authority that was given to Adam and Eve, and the harmony between the
spiritual and the physical (as was through the spiritual: God’s spoken Word).

o Genesis 1:26-31; Genesis 2:8-25: The Garden of Eden:

% Then God said, “Let us make manl[a] in our image, after our likeness. And let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens
and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth!”

27 So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the
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earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, | have given you every plant yielding seed that
is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have

them for food. 3° And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the
heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, | have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. *' And God
saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the
man whom he had formed. °® And out of the ground the Lord God made to
spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of
life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.

19 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and
became four rivers."" The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed
around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. > And the gold of that
land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. ' The name of the second river
is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. '* And the
name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth
river is the Euphrates.

>The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and
keep it." And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat
of every tree of the garden, "7 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat® of it you shall surely die."

8Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will
make him a helper fit for® him."'* Now out of the ground the Lord God had
formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought
them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man
called every living creature, that was its name. * The man gave names to all
livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But
for Adam!“ there was not found a helper fit for him. ?' So the Lord God caused
a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and
closed up its place with flesh.?? And the rib that the Lord God had taken from
the man he made® into a woman and brought her to the man. 2 Then the man
said,
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“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man."!

2 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife,
and they shall become one flesh. > And the man and his wife were both naked
and were not ashamed.

Now, read through these verses to fully understand how the physical was

created and is subordinated, subject to the spiritual, God speaking:

Genesis 1:1-2; 1:31:

The Creation of the World

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. ? The earth

was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
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e Colossians 1:15-18:

The Preeminence of Christ

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 'sFor by him
all things were created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through
him and for him. '” And he is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. '® And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.

At the fall, mankind and the world experienced the death of the spiritual and
now were controlled by Satan in the natural, physical world. Read through these
verses and write what happened at the fall:

» Genesis 3:1-7:
The Fall
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that
the Lord God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You® shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?”2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees
in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”* But the serpent said
to the woman, “You will not surely die.” For God knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil”’® So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,* she took of its fruit and ate,
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.” Then the
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
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o Isaiah 14:12-13:

2How you are fallen from heaven,
O Day Star, son of Dawn!
How you are cut down to the ground,
you who laid the nations low!
3You said in your heart,
| will ascend to heaven;
above the stars of God
| will set my throne on high;
| will sit on the mount of assembly
in the far reaches of the north. ..

e Luke 4:5-8:

> And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time, ¢ and said to him, “To you | will give all this authority and their
glory, for it has been delivered to me, and | give it to whom | will. 7 If you, then, will
worship me, it will all be yours.”® And Jesus answered him, “It is written,

“You shall worship the Lord your God,
and him only shall you serve.”

10



LESSON 1:

INTRODUCTION:

1 John 5:18-20:

'8 We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning,

but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.

12 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the
evil one.

20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding,
so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

John 10:10:

9The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.

11
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WHY IS FAITH NECESSARY?

od created the heavens and the Earth by Him speaking—the

Word created everything, so that the world, the natural (the
material) we live in was and is subordinate to the spiritual. When
first created, it was in a state of perfection, and Adam and Eve
lived in a place of exceptional living that was intended for us all:

Exceptional Authority
Exceptional Provision
Exceptional Identity
Exceptional Work

Exceptional Marriage
Exceptional Health and Healing

A O R G S

Exceptional Communion with God

The only condition to their living this way (both them and

their offspring/us) was that they follow one rule: do not eat
“pt the fall, the from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Having the
spiritual was profound characteristic of free will in the image of God, they
separated from were tempted by the enemy and did exercise their free will
the physical. The in opposition to the instruction of the Father. This decision
two were no longer brought about the “fall” They handed to Satan the authority
in harmony; and over the Earth and introduced entropy (a natural world of
the physical was destruction and decay). At that moment their nature changed
operating in a state to one of self-centeredness, which we call the sin nature, a
of decay and ruin”” nature whereby we are spiritually separated from God and in
need of a remedy to be restored to a life with God.

At the fall, the spiritual was separated from the physical. The
two were no longer in harmony; and the physical was operating
in a state of decay and ruin. It needed a remedy.

GOD PROVIDES A REMEDY:

Because of God'’s love and very nature, He Himself provided
a remedy to this problem of separation of mankind who was
now living in a fallen, destructive world.

Christ’s death and resurrection restored authority and
ushered in the Kingdom of God. This means that once again
the spiritual can be supreme to the physical and work hand in
hand (re-create Eden in our lives). Read through these verses
and write down what they say about the process of providing a

. remedy for the fallen state of mankind and the world.
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John 3:1-8:

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the

Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus[a] by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know

that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you

do unless God is with him.”? Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless
one is born again[b] he cannot see the kingdom of God."* Nicodemus said to him,
“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his
mother's womb and be born?”® Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. ¢ That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.)” Do
not marvel that | said to you, ‘You” must be born again.®The wind® blows where
it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Matthew 28:18-20:

'® And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. + Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,*°
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am
with you always, to the end of the age.”

13
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e John 10:10:

9The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have
life and have it abundantly.

o Isaiah 61:1-4:

The Year of the Lord’s Favor
61 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;?!
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;®
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.[c]
*They shall build up the ancient ruins;
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.

14
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Since His Kingdom is spiritual and invisible, it requires faith to believe that the
spiritual is superior to the physical and can work hand in hand with the physical in
our lives. Read through these verses and again write down what we studied before
regarding faith and what it is based upon.

e Hebrews 11:1-3:

By Faith

11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is
seen was not made out of things that are visible.

This glorifies God because He desires the invisible Kingdom to rule and bring
about the Garden of Eden in our lives. Here, His kingdom is back in operation. Read
through these verses and write down what is the essence of this Kingdom.

o John 11:40:
40 Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you would see the
glory of God?”

15
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We cannot please Him without this faith operating. Read through these verses
and write out what they say about God’s view of us operating without faith? Why is

that important to us?

e Hebrews 10:38; Hebrews 11:6:

38put my righteous one shall live by faith,
and if he shrinks back,
my soul has no pleasure in him.”

6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

Read through these verses and write down our purposes of living by faith in
this fallen world. Why is this important to our life, and what does this mean about

how we then are to live?

o Ephesians 3:8-12:
8To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, ° and to bring to light
for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in®® God, who

16
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created all things, '° so that through the church the manifold wisdom of

God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. " This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in
Christ Jesus our Lord, ' in whom we have boldness and access with confidence
through our faith in him.

e 1Samuel 2:35:

33 And | will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what
is in my heart and in my mind. And | will build him a sure house, and he shall go
in and out before my anointed forever.

17
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WHY IS FAITH NECESSARY?

18

Read through the following verses and write out the basis by which we have

our relationship with God. Why is this important to us?

1 John 1:5-8:

Walking in the Light

>This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all. ¢ If we say we have fellowship with him
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.




19
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WHY IS IT SO EASY TO LIVE WITHOUT FAITH, IN UNBELIEF?

20

ead through the following verses and write down the reasons

we tend to operate by sight, in the natural and not live by
faith? How do these affect us personally, and why are they so
problematic?

Reasoning: Limited to the natural, intellect.

"We go through a
reasoning process
that negates what God
is promising and wind
up wandering around
outside of God'’s will,
never experiencing
the wonderful plan
that He had in mind
for us."

o Mark8:13-21:

3 And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the
other side.

The Leaven of the Pharisees and Herod

“Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only
one loaf with them in the boat.” And he cautioned them,
saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees
and the leaven of Herod."®'® And they began discussing with
one another the fact that they had no bread. '” And Jesus,
aware of this, said to them, “Why are you discussing the

fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or
understand? Are your hearts hardened? '® Having eyes do
you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you
not remember? > When | broke the five loaves for the five
thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you
take up?”They said to him, “Twelve."2°“And the seven for the
four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did
you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.”?' And he said to
them, “Do you not yet understand?”




LESSON 3:

WHY IS IT SO EASY TO LIVE WITHOUT FAITH, IN UNBELIEF?

Numbers 14:1-4:

The People Rebel

14 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that

night. 2 And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The
whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt!
Or would that we had died in this wilderness!®* Why is the Lord bringing us

into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a
prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?”* And they said to one
another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”

Psalm 78:32-33:

32 n spite of all this, they still sinned;
despite his wonders, they did not believe.

3 So he made their days vanish like[a] a breath,[b]
and their years in terror.

21
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o Deuteronomy 9:22-23:

22“At Taberah also, and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked

the Lord to wrath.”? And when the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying,
‘Go up and take possession of the land that | have given you, then you rebelled
against the commandment of the Lord your God and did not believe him or

obey his voice."

o« Psalm 78:8-11:

8 and that they should not be like their fathers,
a stubborn and rebellious generation,

a generation whose heart was not steadfast,
whose spirit was not faithful to God.

°The Ephraimites, armed with[a] the bow,
turned back on the day of battle.

°They did not keep God'’s covenant,
but refused to walk according to his law.

""They forgot his works
and the wonders that he had shown them.

22
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Hebrews 3:15-19:

> As it is said,

“Today, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”

'® For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left
Egypt led by Moses? ' And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was

it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? '® And to
whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were
disobedient? '° So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.

Galatians: 5:19-21: Anger

' Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity,

sensuality, % idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries,
dissensions, divisions, 2! envy,@drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. | warn
you, as | warned you before, that those who do[b] such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

23
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24

1 Samuel 17:10-11; 17:24-25: Fear:

19 And the Philistine said, “I defy the ranks of Israel this day. Give me a man, that
we may fight together.” " When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.

24 All the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him and were much
afraid. ® And the men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who has come
up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel. And the king will enrich the man who
kills him with great riches and will give him his daughter and make his father's
house free in Israel”

Psalm 106:19-27: To actually despise the promises:

*They made a calf in Horeb
and worshiped a metal image.
2 They exchanged the glory of God[a]
for the image of an ox that eats grass.
2 They forgot God, their Savior,
who had done great things in Egypt,
22 wondrous works in the land of Ham,
and awesome deeds by the Red Sea.
B Therefore he said he would destroy them—
had not Moses, his chosen one,
stood in the breach before him,
to turn away his wrath from destroying them.
2 Then they despised the pleasant land,
having no faith in his promise.
% They murmured in their tents,
and did not obey the voice of the Lord.
% Therefore he raised his hand and swore to them
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that he would make them fall in the wilderness,
% and would make their offspring fall among the nations,
scattering them among the lands.

» John 5:37-40; 5:46-47: To not have His Word abiding in us:

7 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His

voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 3 and you do not
have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has
sent. 3° You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, *° yet you refuse to come
to me that you may have life.
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LESSON 3:

WHY IS IT SO EASY TO LIVE WITHOUT FAITH, IN UNBELIEF?

« Psalm 78:56-59: Idols:

>6 Yet they tested and rebelled against the Most High God
and did not keep his testimonies,

" but turned away and acted treacherously like their fathers;
they twisted like a deceitful bow.

*8 For they provoked him to anger with their high places;
they moved him to jealousy with their idols.

> When God heard, he was full of wrath,
and he utterly rejected Israel.

Read the following verses in Psalms. We see here how we can get things
backward. We want God to act, prior to us believing. This means we are testing
Him to see if what He says is true.

o Psalm 78:12-22; 78:40-42:

2n the sight of their fathers he performed wonders
in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan.
¥ He divided the sea and let them pass through it,
and made the waters stand like a heap.
*In the daytime he led them with a cloud,
and all the night with a fiery light.
1> He split rocks in the wilderness
and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep.
'® He made streams come out of the rock
and caused waters to flow down like rivers.
'7Yet they sinned still more against him,
rebelling against the Most High in the desert.
8 They tested God in their heart
by demanding the food they craved.
They spoke against God, saying,
“Can God spread a table in the wilderness?
20 He struck the rock so that water gushed out
and streams overflowed.
Can he also give bread
or provide meat for his people?”
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WHY IS IT SO EASY TO LIVE WITHOUT FAITH, IN UNBELIEF?

2 Therefore, when the Lord heard, he was full of wrath;
a fire was kindled against Jacob;
his anger rose against Israel,

2 pecause they did not believe in God
and did not trust his saving power.

“How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness
and grieved him in the desert!

' They tested God again and again
and provoked the Holy One of Israel.

“2They did not remember his power!
or the day when he redeemed them from the foe.

e 2 Chronicles 32:9-19: Work of Satan:

Sennacherib Blasphemes

° After this, Sennacherib king of Assyria, who was besieging Lachish with all
his forces, sent his servants to Jerusalem to Hezekiah king of Judah and to all
the people of Judah who were in Jerusalem, saying, '°“Thus says Sennacherib
king of Assyria, ‘On what are you trusting, that you endure the siege in
Jerusalem? " Is not Hezekiah misleading you, that he may give you over to die
by famine and by thirst, when he tells you, “The Lord our God will deliver us
from the hand of the king of Assyria”? '? Has not this same Hezekiah taken away
his high places and his altars and commanded Judah and Jerusalem, “Before
one altar you shall worship, and on it you shall burn your sacrifices”? '* Do you
not know what | and my fathers have done to all the peoples of other lands?
Were the gods of the nations of those lands at all able to deliver their lands
out of my hand? ™ Who among all the gods of those nations that my fathers
devoted to destruction was able to deliver his people from my hand, that your
God should be able to deliver you from my hand? > Now, therefore, do not let
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WHY IS IT SO EASY TO LIVE WITHOUT FAITH, IN UNBELIEF?

28

Hezekiah deceive you or mislead you in this fashion, and do not believe him, for
no god of any nation or kingdom has been able to deliver his people from my
hand or from the hand of my fathers. How much less will your God deliver you

out of my hand!”

'® And his servants said still more against the Lord God and against his servant
Hezekiah."” And he wrote letters to cast contempt on the Lord, the God of Israel,
and to speak against him, saying, “Like the gods of the nations of the lands who
have not delivered their people from my hands, so the God of Hezekiah will not
deliver his people from my hand.”'® And they shouted it with a loud voice in the
language of Judah to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to frighten
and terrify them, in order that they might take the city. '* And they spoke of the
God of Jerusalem as they spoke of the gods of the peoples of the earth, which
are the work of men’s hands.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4:

* And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. * In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God.
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LESSON 4:

WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF UNBELIEF?

30

nbelief is defined as the refusal to be persuaded that what
U God has to say is true. If we take this position and are not
willing to process any further (either not willing to hear what He
has to say in the first place, or keep processing until we get to
faith), then the results will be dire.

Read through the following verses and write down the results of
unbelief (the opposite of walking in faith) and how our lives will
be affected by this unbelief.

» John 3:12: Not hear nor understand Heavenly things (the
invisible powers of Heaven):

2If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if | tell you heavenly things?

Remember that without
faith it is "impossible to
please God."




LESSON 4:

WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF UNBELIEF?

Numbers 20:12: Not experience God’s promises:

12 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not believe in me, to
uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not
bring this assembly into the land that | have given them.

Isaiah 7:1-9:

Isaiah Sent to King Ahaz

7 In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin
the king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah the king of Israel came up to
Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not yet mount an attack against
it.2When the house of David was told, “Syria is in league with® Ephraim,” the
heart of Ahaz™ and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest
shake before the wind.

3 And the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub@your
son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Washer's
Field. * And say to him, ‘Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your
heart be faint because of these two smoldering stumps of firebrands, at the
fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remaliah. ® Because Syria, with
Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has devised evil against you, saying, ¢ “Let us
go up against Judah and terrify it, and let us conquer it for ourselves, and set
up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,’” thus says the Lord God:

“I1t shall not stand,
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WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF UNBELIEF?

and it shall not come to pass.
8 For the head of Syria is Damascus,

and the head of Damascus is Rezin.
And within sixty-five years

Ephraim will be shattered from being a people.
° And the head of Ephraim is Samaria,

and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah.
If you' are not firm in faith,

I m

you will not be firm at al

e Hebrews 3:19:

9So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.

o Mark 16:14: Rebuked by God:

The Great Commission

14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table,
and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had
not believed those who saw him after he had risen.
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WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF UNBELIEF?

1 John 5:10-12:

1®Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever
does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the
testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. '" And this is the testimony,
that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. > Whoever has the Son
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

John 12:44-50: We will be judged by His words to us:

Jesus Came to Save the World

* And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in

me but in him who sent me. ** And whoever sees me sees him who sent

me. 6 | have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me
may not remain in darkness. #’ If anyone hears my words and does not keep
them, | do not judge him; for | did not come to judge the world but to save
the world. ® The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a
judge; the word that | have spoken will judge him on the last day. * For | have
not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given
me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. *® And | know that his
commandment is eternal life. What | say, therefore, | say as the Father has told

n

me
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WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF UNBELIEF?

34

Psalm 78:41: Limit His power, restrict the miraculous:

“"They tested God again and again
and provoked the Holy One of Israel.

Matthew 13:58:

8 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.




LESSON 4:

WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF UNBELIEF?

Mark 6:5-6:

> And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few
sick people and healed them. ¢ And he marveled because of their unbelief.
And he went about among the villages teaching.
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LESSON 5:

HOW DO WE OPERATE IN FAITH?

0, how do we operate by walking in faith?
S Read through the following verses and write down the keys
to operating in faith. What are the truths to how we receive
faith and how we live by faith? How would we then live this
faith in our daily lives?

« Hebrews 12:1-2: Understand Christ is the author and
finisher of faith:

Jesus, Founder and Perfecter of Our Faith

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that
is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter

of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God.

"Christ is the author
and finisher of faith; He
authors faith by starting

it. He starts it by speaking
aWord, a promise to us."
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HOW DO WE OPERATE IN FAITH?

» Hebrews 11:6: Know that He is “I Am” and diligently seek Him:

6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

» Galatians 3:13-18: Must remain in Christ, through whom promises become
realized:

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for
it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— '* so that in Christ
Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might
receive the promised Spirit®™ through faith.

The Law and the Promise

'>To give a human example, brothers:®! even with a man-made covenant, no
one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. '* Now the promises were
made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,”
referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is

Christ. 7 This is what | mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does
not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise
void. '® For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise;
but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.
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HOW DO WE OPERATE IN FAITH?

38

2 Corinthians 1:18-24: Understand that all the promises of God are YES:

'8 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. ' For the
Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and
Timothy and |, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. % For all the
promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter
our Amen to God for his glory. 2" And it is God who establishes us with you in
Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us
his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.[a]

2 But | call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that | refrained from
coming again to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work
with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith.

Romans 4:17-21: Be in His presence and be willing to be persuaded. Fight
against losing hope in impossible circumstances:

17as it is written, “l have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist. '® In hope he believed against hope, that

he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your
offspring be!” " He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,
which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he
considered the barrenness[a] of Sarah's womb. 2° No unbelief made him waver
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, ?' fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.




LESSON 5:

HOW DO WE OPERATE IN FAITH?

John 14:10-11: Be watching for and receive His supernatural works in your
life that are meant to build confidence (do not require faith):

Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words
that | say to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells
in me does his works."" Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.

John 10:25; 10:37-38:
% Jesus answered them, “l told you, and you do not believe. The works that |
do in my Father's name bear witness about me...

37 If | am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 3¢ but if |
do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may
know and understand that the Father is in me and | am in the Father”
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HOW DO WE OPERATE IN FAITH?
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John 14:29:

2 And now | have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place

you may believe.

James 1:5-8: Ask for help:

> If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all
without reproach, and it will be given him. ¢ But let him ask in faith, with no
doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and
tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive
anything from the Lord; & he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

1 Corinthians 2:2-5:

2 For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and

him crucified. * And | was with you in weakness and in fear and much
trembling, * and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, ® so that your faith
might not rest in the wisdom of men[a] but in the power of God.
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HOW DO WE OPERATE IN FAITH?

Mark 9:14-24:

Jesus Heals a Boy with an Unclean Spirit

* And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them,
and scribes arguing with them. > And immediately all the crowd, when they
saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him.'* And he
asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?”'” And someone from
the crowd answered him, “Teacher, | brought my son to you, for he has a spirit
that makes him mute. '® And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and
he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So | asked your disciples

to cast it out, and they were not able." '* And he answered them, “O faithless
generation, how long am | to be with you? How long am | to bear with you?
Bring him to me.”?° And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw
him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled
about, foaming at the mouth. 2! And Jesus asked his father, “"How long has this
been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 2> And it has often cast
him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have
compassion on us and help us.” % And Jesus said to him, “If you can’! All things
are possible for one who believes.”** Immediately the father of the child cried
out® and said, “l believe; help my unbelief!”
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Luke 17:5-6: Just need a little (mustard seed) to begin:

Increase Our Faith

®>The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”¢ And the Lord said, “If you
had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree,‘Be
uprooted and planted in the sea, and it would obey you.
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HOW DO WE OPERATE IN FAITH? (CONTINUED)

44

s you did in Session 5, continue to read through the

following verses and write down the keys to operating in
faith? What are the truths to how we receive faith and live by
faith? How would we then live this out?

e 1Thessalonians 2:13: Abide in the Word, hear and receive
His Word:

3 And we also thank God constantly® for this, that when
you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you
accepted it not as the word of men® but as what it really is,
the word of God, which is at work in you believers.

e Romans 10:8, 10:17:
8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth
and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);

17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word
of Christ.
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HOW DO WE OPERATE IN FAITH? (CONTINUED)

« Jude 1:20: Pray in the Spirit:

2 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying
in the Holy Spirit...

e 2Thessalonians 1:11:

""To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of
his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his

power...

» Philippians 1:6:

6 And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
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2 Chronicles 20:1-21: Pray and fast; gather in unity; ask for help; hear;
respond in obedience:

Jehoshaphat'’s Prayer

20 After this the Moabites and Ammonites, and with them some of the
Meunites, came against Jehoshaphat for battle. 2 Some men came

and told Jehoshaphat, “A great multitude is coming against you from

Edom,[b] from beyond the sea; and, behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar” (that
is, Engedi). * Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the Lord,

and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. * And Judah assembled to seek
help from the Lord; from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord.

> And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house
of the Lord, before the new court, 6 and said, “O Lord, God of our fathers, are
you not God in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. In your
hand are power and might, so that none is able to withstand you. ” Did you
not, our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel,
and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? & And they have
lived in it and have built for you in it a sanctuary for your name, saying, °‘If
disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we will
stand before this house and before you—for your name is in this house—and
cry out to you in our affliction, and you will hear and save!'® And now behold,
the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom you would not let Israel
invade when they came from the land of Egypt, and whom they avoided

and did not destroy— '" behold, they reward us by coming to drive us out

of your possession, which you have given us to inherit. > O our God, will you
not execute judgment on them? For we are powerless against this great horde

I’

that is coming against us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you'

3 Meanwhile all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives,
and their children. '* And the Spirit of the Lord came@upon Jahaziel the son
of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the
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HOW DO WE OPERATE IN FAITH? (CONTINUED)

sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. '* And he said, “Listen, all Judah and
inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the Lord to you, ‘Do
not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the battle is not
yours but God's. '® Tomorrow go down against them. Behold, they will come

up by the ascent of Ziz. You will find them at the end of the valley, east of the
wilderness of Jeruel. ' You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold
your position, and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and
Jerusalem! Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed. Tomorrow go out against
them, and the Lord will be with you.”

'8 Then Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the Lord, worshiping
the Lord. ' And the Levites, of the Kohathites and the Korahites, stood up to
praise the Lord, the God of Israel, with a very loud voice.

20 And they rose early in the morning and went out into the wilderness of
Tekoa. And when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah
and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in the Lord your God, and you will

be established; believe his prophets, and you will succeed.”?' And when he
had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who were to sing to
the Lord and praise him in holy attire, as they went before the army, and say,

“Give thanks to the Lord,
for his steadfast love endures forever.”
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Ephesians 4:1-16: Go to unity with others who are willing to believe:

Unity in the Body of Christ

4 | therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy

of the calling to which you have been called, ? with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. * There is one body and one Spirit—just as you
were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—°> one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, ¢ one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in

all.” But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's
gift.8 Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,
and he gave gifts to men."®!

? (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended
into the lower regions, the earth?®'°He who descended is the one who

also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) " And he
gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds[c] and
teachers,”'?to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, ™ until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ, * so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning,

by craftiness in deceitful schemes. ® Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are
to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, ' from whom
the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it
builds itself up in love.
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o James 2:17-24: Reminds us to be obedient to what we are hearing:
7 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

'8 But someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me your
faith apart from your works, and | will show you my faith by my works. 19 You
believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and
shudder! % Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart
from works is useless? ' Was not Abraham our father justified by works when
he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? > You see that faith was active along
with his works, and faith was completed by his works; » and the Scripture
was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. ?* You see that a person is
justified by works and not by faith alone.

o Corinthians 4:13: Speak what we are receiving, believing:

13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I
believed, and so | spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak...
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Mark 11:20-25:

The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree

2 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to

its roots. 2' And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree
that you cursed has withered””? And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in

God. 2 Truly, | say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and
thrown into the sea, and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he
says will come to pass, it will be done for him. 2* Therefore | tell you, whatever
you ask in prayer, believe that you have received[a] it, and it will be yours. >> And
whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so
that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”®!

1 Timothy 4:6-11: Teach to others what you are learning as this builds faith:

A Good Servant of Christ Jesus

¢1f you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ
Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you
have followed. ” Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train
yourself for godliness; & for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of
value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to
come. °The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. '° For to this
end we toil and strive,”’ because we have our hope set on the living God, who is
the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.

""Command and teach these things.
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« Romans 1:17: Take it step by step, relax:

7 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is
written, “The righteous shall live by faith."™®

WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF FAITH?

Read through the following verses and write out the wonderful results of
walking by faith. How should that change our life and strengthen our desire and
heart for learning to walk by faith? Why?

o Mark 9:23: Will believe that nothing is impossible:

2 And Jesus said to him, “If you can’! All things are possible for one who
believes.”
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Romans 4:21: Will be persuaded that God will perform what He speaks:

21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.

Matthew 8:5-13:

The Faith of a Centurion

>When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing
to him,®“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.”” And he
said to him, “l will come and heal him.”® But the centurion replied, “Lord, | am not
worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant
will be healed. ° For | too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And
| say to one, ‘Go, and he goes, and to another,'Come, and he comes, and to my
servant,[a] ‘Do this, and he does it '® When Jesus heard this, he marveled and
said to those who followed him, “Truly, | tell you, with no one in Israel[b]have |
found such faith. " | tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at
table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, > while the sons
of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”'* And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it
be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very
moment.
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James 1:3: Will be tested:

3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.

Mark 11:20-25: We will experience what God speaks:

The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree

20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to

its roots. 2' And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree
that you cursed has withered.””? And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in

God. Z Truly, | say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and
thrown into the sea, and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he
says will come to pass, it will be done for him. 2* Therefore | tell you, whatever
you ask in prayer, believe that you have received[a] it, and it will be yours. > And
whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so
that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.™®
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Ephesians 1:18-22: Will experience heavenly resurrection power in our
everyday lives:

'® having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
in the saints, '* and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us
who believe, according to the working of his great might % that he worked in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, #' far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,

and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to
come. 2 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things
to the church...

1 John 5:4-5: Will overcome troubles and patterns of life and see real
transformation of our soul:

* For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world—our faith. ®* Who is it that overcomes the
world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
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s in Session 6, continue to read through the following
Averses and write out the wonderful results of walking by
faith. How should that change our life and strengthen our
desire or heart for learning to walk by faith? Why?

o Mark 16:17-18; Hebrews 2:1-4: Will experience signs
and wonders:
7 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in
my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new
tongues; '® they will pick up serpents with their hands; and
if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they
will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Warning Against Neglecting Salvation
2 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what

we have heard, lest we drift away from it. ? For since the
message declared by angels proved to be reliable,

and every transgression or disobedience received a

just retribution, *how shall we escape if we neglect such

ion?
"As we learn to walk by a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and

Faith. His will is for us to it was attested to us by those who heard, * while God also
4

bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles
and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his

experience supernatural
miracles, signs, and

wonders." will.
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Matthew 8:1-9: Will experience the Supernatural: (spend time reading
through these stories and note the experiences of those who believed):

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

8 When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him.? And
behold, a leper® came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will,
you can make me clean.” And Jesus®! stretched out his hand and touched him,
saying, “l will; be clean” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. * And Jesus
said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the
priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”

The Faith of a Centurion

>When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him,
appealing to him,*“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering
terribly”” And he said to him, “l will come and heal him.”® But the centurion
replied, “Lord, | am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say
the word, and my servant will be healed. ° For | too am a man under authority,
with soldiers under me. And | say to one, ‘Go, and he goes, and to another,
‘Come, and he comes, and to my servant,'”’Do this, and he does it

Romans 12:3-8: Will experience supernatural work of the Holy Spirit here
amongst Christians:

Gifts of Grace

3 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to

think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with

sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. * For as in one body we have many members,? and the members do
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not all have the same function, > so we, though many, are one body in Christ,
and individually members one of another. ¢ Having gifts that differ according

to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our

faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; & the one
who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one
who leads,[b] with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

James 5:13-15: Will be a conduit and experience healing:

The Prayer of Faith

3|s anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing
praise. ' Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. "> And
the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up.
And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
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Acts 3:11-16: Will experience healing, wholeness:

Peter Speaks in Solomon'’s Portico

""While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran
together to them in the portico called Solomon’s. '> And when Peter saw it

he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why

do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him
walk? * The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God
of our fathers, glorified his servant! Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied
in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. '* But you
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to
you, "> and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this
we are witnesses. '® And his name—nby faith in his name—has made this man
strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus™ has given
the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.

Acts 14:9-18:

° He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and seeing
that he had faith to be made well,”° said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on
your feet.” And he sprang up and began walking. ' And when the crowds saw
what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods
have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 2 Barnabas they called Zeus,
and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. '* And the priest of Zeus,
whose temple was at the entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the
gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. '* But when the apostles
Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed out into the
crowd, crying out, *“Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of
like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from
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these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the
sea and all that is in them. ' In past generations he allowed all the nations to
walk in their own ways. 7 Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for

he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying
your hearts with food and gladness.”'® Even with these words they scarcely
restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them.

Acts 16:1-5: Will be strengthened in our soul, our purpose, our walk:

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas

16 Paul® came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there,

named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his

father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers® at Lystra and
Iconium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and
circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all
knew that his father was a Greek. * As they went on their way through the cities,
they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been reached

by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. > So the churches were
strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.
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Ephesians 6:10-20: Will overcome the power of Satan — make him of no
effect:

The Whole Armor of God

1% Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. "' Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the
devil. ™ For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand firm. '* Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt
of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, > and, as shoes
for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. ¢ In all
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming darts of the evil one; 7 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God, ' praying at all times in the Spirit, with
all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints, ' and also for me, that words may be
given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the
gospel, ?° for which | am an ambassador in chains, that | may declare it boldly, as
| ought to speak.
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John 11:40-44: Will have our walk in life glorify God:

0 Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you would

see the glory of God?”#' So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up
his eyes and said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard me. > | knew
that you always hear me, but | said this on account of the people standing
around, that they may believe that you sent me.”* When he had said these
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.”* The man who
had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
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ow that you have learned about the truths of living by faith,
N read through the following verses and write down what you
observe about the keys to living by faith and how it works. What
did God speak? How did they seek God? How did they stay with
it through to belief? How did they experience God performing
what He said? How then can you apply these truths to your life?

e JOSHUA: 1:1-18; 5:13-15; 6:1-8:35:

God Commissions Joshua

1 After the death of Moses the servant of

the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun,

Moses' assistant, 2“Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore
arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the
land that | am giving to them, to the people of Israel. * Every
place that the sole of your foot will tread upon | have given
to you, just as | promised to Moses.* From the wilderness and
this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all
the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going
down of the sun shall be your territory.> No man shall be
able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as |
was with Moses, so | will be with you. | will not leave you or
forsake you. ¢ Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause
this people to inherit the land that | swore to their fathers

to give them.” Only be strong and very courageous, being
careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant
commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or
to the left, that you may have good success®? wherever you
go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth,
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then
you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have
good success. ? Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”




LESSON 8:

EXAMPLES

Joshua Assumes Command

1 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, ' “Pass through the midst
of the camp and command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three
days you are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that
the Lord your God is giving you to possess.”

2 And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua
said,”“Remember the word that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded
you, saying, ‘The Lord your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you
this land. ™ Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the
land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but all the men of valor among
you shall pass over armed before your brothers and shall help them, '* until

the Lord gives rest to your brothers as he has to you, and they also take
possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving them. Then you shall
return to the land of your possession and shall possess it, the land that Moses the
servant of the Lord gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

'® And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we will do,

and wherever you send us we will go. '” Just as we obeyed Moses in all things,
so we will obey you. Only may the Lord your God be with you, as he was with
Moses! ' Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys your
words, whatever you command him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and
courageous.”

The Commander of the Lord’s Army

3When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a
man was standing before him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua
went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” ' And he
said, “No; but | am the commander of the army of the Lord. Now | have come.”
And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped[a] and said to him, “What
does my lord say to his servant?”'> And the commander of the Lord's army said
to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are
standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

The Fall of Jericho

6 Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel.
None went out, and none came in. > And the Lord said to Joshua, “See, | have
given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. 3 You shall
march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall
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you do for six days. * Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns
before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times,
and the priests shall blow the trumpets. > And when they make a long blast with
the ram's horn, when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people
shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat,[a] and
the people shall go up, everyone straight before him.”¢ So Joshua the son

of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant

and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of

the Lord”” And he said to the people, “Go forward. March around the city and
let the armed men pass on before the ark of the Lord.”

8 And just as Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests bearing

the seven trumpets of rams' horns before the Lord went forward, blowing

the trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the Lord following them.? The
armed men were walking before the priests who were blowing the trumpets,
and the rear guard was walking after the ark, while the trumpets blew
continually. '° But Joshua commanded the people, “You shall not shout or make
your voice heard, neither shall any word go out of your mouth, until the day | tell
you to shout. Then you shall shout."'" So he caused the ark of the Lord to circle
the city, going about it once. And they came into the camp and spent the night
in the camp.

12Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of

the Lord. ™ And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’horns
before the ark of the Lord walked on, and they blew the trumpets continually.
And the armed men were walking before them, and the rear guard was walking
after the ark of the Lord, while the trumpets blew continually. * And the second
day they marched around the city once, and returned into the camp. So they did
for six days.

'>On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched

around the city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day that
they marched around the city seven times. '® And at the seventh time, when
the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for

the Lord has given you the city. "7 And the city and all that is within it shall

be devoted to the Lord for destruction.” Only Rahab the prostitute and all who
are with her in her house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we
sent. '® But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to destruction, lest
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when you have devoted them you take any of the devoted things and make the
camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring trouble upon it. ' But all silver
and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the Lord; they shall
go into the treasury of the Lord."?° So the people shouted, and the trumpets
were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people
shouted a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up
into the city, every man straight before him, and they captured the city. 2! Then
they devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, young and
old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the sword.

22 But to the two men who had spied out the land, Joshua said, “Go into the
prostitute's house and bring out from there the woman and all who belong
to her, as you swore to her.”?® So the young men who had been spies went in
and brought out Rahab and her father and mother and brothers and all who
belonged to her. And they brought all her relatives and put them outside the
camp of Israel. * And they burned the city with fire, and everything in it. Only
the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron, they put into the
treasury of the house of the Lord. > But Rahab the prostitute and her father's
household and all who belonged to her, Joshua saved alive. And she has lived
in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy
out Jericho.

% Joshua laid an oath on them at that time, saying, “Cursed before the Lord be
the man who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho.

“At the cost of his firstborn shall he
lay its foundation,
and at the cost of his youngest son
shall he set up its gates.”
%7 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the land.

Israel Defeated at Al

7 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan
the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some
of the devoted things. And the anger of the Lord burned against the people of
Israel.

67



LESSON 8:

EXAMPLES

68

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel,
and said to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied
out Ai. 3 And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the
people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai.
Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few."* So about three
thousand men went up there from the people. And they fled before the men
of Ai, > and the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of their men and chased them
before the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them at the descent. And the
hearts of the people melted and became as water.

¢Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark

of the Lord until the evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust

on their heads.” And Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord God, why have you brought

this people over the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the Amorites,

to destroy us? Would that we had been content to dwell beyond the

Jordan!® O Lord, what can | say, when Israel has turned their backs before their
enemies!® For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it
and will surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And what will you do
for your great name?”

The Sin of Achan

°The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? '" Israel
has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that | commanded them; they
have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them
among their own belongings.' Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand
before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, because they
have become devoted for destruction.l | will be with you no more, unless you
destroy the devoted things from among you. ™ Get up! Consecrate the people
and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the Lord, God of
Israel, “There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before
your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you.”'* In the
morning therefore you shall be brought near by your tribes. And the tribe that
the Lord takes by lot shall come near by clans. And the clan that the Lord takes
shall come near by households. And the household that the Lord takes shall
come near man by man. '* And he who is taken with the devoted things shall
be burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the
covenant of the Lord, and because he has done an outrageous thing in Israel.”
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' So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe by tribe, and
the tribe of Judah was taken. ' And he brought near the clans of Judah, and the
clan of the Zerahites was taken. And he brought near the clan of the Zerahites
man by man, and Zabdi was taken.'® And he brought near his household

man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the

tribe of Judah, was taken. ' Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to

the Lord God of Israel and give praise[d] to him. And tell me now what you have
done; do not hide it from me!”?° And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly | have sinned
against the Lord God of Israel, and this is what | did: ' when | saw among the spoil
a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing
50 shekels,® then | coveted them and took them. And see, they are hidden in the
earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was
hidden in his tent with the silver underneath. 2 And they took them out of the
tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel. And they laid
them down before the Lord. * And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan
the son of Zerah, and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons
and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that
he had. And they brought them up to the Valley of Achor. * And Joshua said,
“Why did you bring trouble on us? The Lord brings trouble on you today.” And
all Israel stoned him with stones. They burned them with fire and stoned them
with stones. % And they raised over him a great heap of stones that remains to
this day. Then the Lord turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the
name of that place is called the Valley of Achor.!

The Fall of Ai

8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the
fighting men with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, | have given into your hand
the king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his land. 2 And you shall do to Ai and
its king as you did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil and its livestock you
shall take as plunder for yourselves. Lay an ambush against the city, behind it
3So Joshua and all the fighting men arose to go up to Ai. And Joshua chose
30,000 mighty men of valor and sent them out by night.* And he commanded
them, “Behold, you shall lie in ambush against the city, behind it. Do not go
very far from the city, but all of you remain ready. ®* And | and all the people who
are with me will approach the city. And when they come out against us just

as before, we shall flee before them. ¢ And they will come out after us, until
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we have drawn them away from the city. For they will say, ‘They are fleeing
from us, just as before! So we will flee before them.” Then you shall rise up
from the ambush and seize the city, for the Lord your God will give it into your
hand. 8 And as soon as you have taken the city, you shall set the city on fire. You
shall do according to the word of the Lord. See, | have commanded you."? So
Joshua sent them out. And they went to the place of ambush and lay between
Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai, but Joshua spent that night among the people.

1% Joshua arose early in the morning and mustered the people and went up, he
and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai."" And all the fighting men who
were with him went up and drew near before the city and encamped on the
north side of Ai, with a ravine between them and Ai. "2 He took about 5,000 men
and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. '* So
they stationed the forces, the main encampment that was north of the city and
its rear guard west of the city. But Joshua spent that night in the valley. '* And as
soon as the king of Ai saw this, he and all his people, the men of the city, hurried
and went out early to the appointed place'® toward the Arabah to meet Israel in
battle. But he did not know that there was an ambush against him behind the
city. ® And Joshua and all Israel pretended to be beaten before them and fled

in the direction of the wilderness. '® So all the people who were in the city were
called together to pursue them, and as they pursued Joshua they were drawn
away from the city. 7 Not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after
Israel. They left the city open and pursued Israel.

8 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Stretch out the javelin that is in your hand
toward Ai, for | will give it into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the javelin
that was in his hand toward the city. '* And the men in the ambush rose quickly
out of their place, and as soon as he had stretched out his hand, they ran and
entered the city and captured it. And they hurried to set the city on fire. 2° So
when the men of Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of the city went up to
heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that, for the people who fled
to the wilderness turned back against the pursuers. ' And when Joshua and

all Israel saw that the ambush had captured the city, and that the smoke of the
city went up, then they turned back and struck down the men of Ai. 2> And the
others came out from the city against them, so they were in the midst of Israel,
some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel struck them down, until
there was left none that survived or escaped. 2 But the king of Ai they took
alive, and brought him near to Joshua.
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2*When Israel had finished killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the open
wilderness where they pursued them, and all of them to the very last had fallen
by the edge of the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and struck it down with the
edge of the sword. 2°> And all who fell that day, both men and women, were
12,000, all the people of Ai. % But Joshua did not draw back his hand with
which he stretched out the javelin until he had devoted all the inhabitants

of Ai to destruction.™?” Only the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel

took as their plunder, according to the word of the Lord that he commanded
Joshua. %8 So Joshua burned Ai and made it forever a heap of ruins, as it is to
this day. ? And he hanged the king of Ai on a tree until evening. And at sunset
Joshua commanded, and they took his body down from the tree and threw it
at the entrance of the gate of the city and raised over it a great heap of stones,
which stands there to this day.

Joshua Renews the Covenant

30 At that time Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, on Mount
Ebal, *' just as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded the people

of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, “an altar of uncut
stones, upon which no man has wielded an iron tool” And they offered on

it burnt offerings to the Lord and sacrificed peace offerings. 3> And there, in
the presence of the people of Israel, he wrote on the stones a copy of the law
of Moses, which he had written. 3 And all Israel, sojourner as well as native
born, with their elders and officers and their judges, stood on opposite sides
of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant of
the Lord, half of them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of
Mount Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded at the
first, to bless the people of Israel. ** And afterward he read all the words of the
law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of
the Law.* There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did
not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones,
and the sojourners who lived”among them.
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ABIJAH: 2 Chronicles 13:1-22:

Abijah Reigns in Judah

13 In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah began to reign over
Judah. ? He reigned for three years in Jerusalem. His mother's name
was Micaiah®the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah.

Now there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 3 Abijah went out to
battle, having an army of valiant men of war, 400,000 chosen men. And
Jeroboam drew up his line of battle against him with 800,000 chosen mighty
warriors. * Then Abijah stood up on Mount Zemaraim that is in the hill country
of Ephraim and said, “Hear me, O Jeroboam and all Israel’® Ought you not to
know that the Lord God of Israel gave the kingship over Israel forever to David
and his sons by a covenant of salt? ¢ Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, a servant
of Solomon the son of David, rose up and rebelled against his lord, ” and
certain worthless scoundrels®™ gathered about him and defied Rehoboam the
son of Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and irresolute!¥ and could not
withstand them.

8“And now you think to withstand the kingdom of the Lord in the hand of the
sons of David, because you are a great multitude and have with you the golden
calves that Jeroboam made you for gods. ° Have you not driven out the priests
of the Lord, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and made priests for yourselves
like the peoples of other lands? Whoever comes for ordination® with a young
bull or seven rams becomes a priest of what are not gods. '° But as for us,

the Lord is our God, and we have not forsaken him. We have priests ministering
to the Lord who are sons of Aaron, and Levites for their service. "' They offer

to the Lord every morning and every evening burnt offerings and incense of
sweet spices, set out the showbread on the table of pure gold, and care for

the golden lampstand that its lamps may burn every evening. For we keep the
charge of the Lord our God, but you have forsaken him.'? Behold, God is with us
at our head, and his priests with their battle trumpets to sound the call to battle
against you. O sons of Israel, do not fight against the Lord, the God of your
fathers, for you cannot succeed.”

13 Jeroboam had sent an ambush around to come upon them from behind. Thus
his troops®were in front of Judah, and the ambush was behind them. '* And
when Judah looked, behold, the battle was in front of and behind them. And
they cried to the Lord, and the priests blew the trumpets. ' Then the men
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of Judah raised the battle shout. And when the men of Judah shouted, God
defeated Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah. ' The men of

Israel fled before Judah, and God gave them into their hand. '” Abijah and his
people struck them with great force, so there fell slain of Israel 500,000 chosen
men. '8 Thus the men of Israel were subdued at that time, and the men of Judah
prevailed, because they relied on the Lord, the God of their fathers. ' And
Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took cities from him, Bethel with its villages and
Jeshanah with its villages and Ephronwith its villages. ?° Jeroboam did not
recover his power in the days of Abijah. And the Lord struck him down, and he
died.?' But Abijah grew mighty. And he took fourteen wives and had twenty-
two sons and sixteen daughters. 2 The rest of the acts of Abijah, his ways and
his sayings, are written in the story of the prophet Iddo.

JEHOSHAPHAT: 2 Chronicles 20:1-30:

Jehoshaphat'’s Prayer

20 After this the Moabites and Ammonites, and with them some of the
Meunites,® came against Jehoshaphat for battle. 2 Some men came and told
Jehoshaphat, “A great multitude is coming against you from Edom,® from
beyond the sea; and, behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar” (that is, Engedi). 3 Then
Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast
throughout all Judah. * And Judah assembled to seek help from the Lord; from
all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord.

> And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house
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of the Lord, before the new court, ¢ and said, “O Lord, God of our fathers, are you
not God in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. In your hand
are power and might, so that none is able to withstand you. ’ Did you not, our
God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel, and give

it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? @ And they have lived

in it and have built for you in it a sanctuary for your name, saying, °‘If disaster
comes upon us, the sword, judgment,' or pestilence, or famine, we will stand
before this house and before you—for your name is in this house—and cry out
to you in our affliction, and you will hear and save!'® And now behold, the men
of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom you would not let Israel invade
when they came from the land of Egypt, and whom they avoided and did not
destroy— " behold, they reward us by coming to drive us out of your possession,
which you have given us to inherit. > O our God, will you not execute judgment
on them? For we are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us.
We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.”

3 Meanwhile all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives,
and their children. '* And the Spirit of the Lord came® upon Jahaziel the son of
Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons
of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. > And he said, “Listen, all Judah and
inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the Lord to you, ‘Do
not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the battle is not
yours but God's. '* Tomorrow go down against them. Behold, they will come
up by the ascent of Ziz. You will find them at the end of the valley, east of the
wilderness of Jeruel. 7 You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold
your position, and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and
Jerusalem! Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed. Tomorrow go out against
them, and the Lord will be with you.”

'8 Then Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the Lord, worshiping
the Lord. ™ And the Levites, of the Kohathites and the Korahites, stood up to
praise the Lord, the God of Israel, with a very loud voice.

20 And they rose early in the morning and went out into the wilderness of
Tekoa. And when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah
and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in the Lord your God, and you will be
established; believe his prophets, and you will succeed.”* And when he had
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taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who were to sing to
the Lord and praise him in holy attire, as they went before the army, and say,

“Give thanks to the Lord,
for his steadfast love endures forever.”

22 And when they began to sing and praise, the Lord set an ambush against
the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so
that they were routed.?® For the men of Ammon and Moab rose against the
inhabitants of Mount Seir, devoting them to destruction, and when they had
made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they all helped to destroy one another.

The Lord Delivers Judah

2When Judah came to the watchtower of the wilderness, they looked toward
the horde, and behold, there[e] were dead bodies lying on the ground; none
had escaped. 2> When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their spoil,
they found among them, in great numbers, goods, clothing, and precious
things, which they took for themselves until they could carry no more. They
were three days in taking the spoil, it was so much. 2 On the fourth day they
assembled in the Valley of Beracah, for there they blessed the Lord. Therefore
the name of that place has been called the Valley of Beracah to this day. ? Then
they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat at their
head, returning to Jerusalem with joy, for the Lord had made them rejoice over
their enemies. 2 They came to Jerusalem with harps and lyres and trumpets,

to the house of the Lord. # And the fear of God came on all the kingdoms of
the countries when they heard that the Lord had fought against the enemies
of Israel. *° So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all
around.
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PETER: Acts 3:1-16; 4:1-31; 5:1-32; 10:1-48:

The Lame Beggar Healed

3 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the
ninth hour.”? And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid
daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms

of those entering the temple. * Seeing Peter and John about to go into the
temple, he asked to receive alms. * And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did
John, and said, “Look at us.”®> And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to
receive something from them. ¢ But Peter said, “| have no silver and gold, but
what | do have | give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and
walk!”” And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately
his feet and ankles were made strong.® And leaping up, he stood and began

to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising
God. ? And all the people saw him walking and praising God, '° and recognized
him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And
they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

Peter Speaks in Solomon'’s Portico

""While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran
together to them in the portico called Solomon’s. > And when Peter saw it

he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why

do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him
walk? * The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of
our fathers, glorified his servant® Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied
in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. ¥ But you

denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to
you, "> and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this
we are witnesses. ' And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man
strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus[c] has given
the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.

Peter and John Before the Council

4 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the
temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they
were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the
dead. ® And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for
it was already evening. * But many of those who had heard the word believed,
and the number of the men came to about five thousand.
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> On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together

in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. ” And when they had
set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you
do this?”8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the
people and elders, ? if we are being examined today concerning a good deed
done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, '° let it be
known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—
by him this man is standing before you well. ' This Jesus[alis the stone that
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.'2 And
there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men' by which we must be saved.”

¥Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that
they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they
recognized that they had been with Jesus. '* But seeing the man who was
healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. '* But
when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with
one another, '® saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable
sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants

of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. "7 But in order that it may spread no
further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in
this name."'® So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach
at all in the name of Jesus. ' But Peter and John answered them, “Whether
it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must
judge, % for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.”*' And
when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to
punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had
happened. 2 For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was
more than forty years old.

The Believers Pray for Boldness

3 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the
chief priests and the elders had said to them. 2* And when they heard it, they
lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 2> who through the
mouth of our father David, your servant,[d] said by the Holy Spirit,
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“Why did the Gentiles rage,
and the peoples plot in vain?

% The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers were gathered together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed"®—

Z for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant
Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 2 to do whatever your hand and your

plan had predestined to take place. ?° And now, Lord, look upon their

threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with

all boldness, 3° while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”3' And
when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak
the word of God with boldness.

Ananias and Sapphira

5 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of

property, 2 and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some

of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles'

feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to

the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the

land? * While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was
sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in
your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”> When Ananias heard these
words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who
heard of it.  The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out
and buried him.

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what
had happened.? And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you[a] sold the land
for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.”® But Peter said to her,“How is it
that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet
of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry
you out.” '® Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When
the young men came in they found her dead, and they carried her out and
buried her beside her husband. " And great fear came upon the whole church
and upon all who heard of these things.
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Many Signs and Wonders Done

2Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the
hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. '* None of
the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. '* And more
than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and

women, '® so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them

on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some

of them. '® The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing
the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

The Apostles Arrested and Freed

17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party

of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy '@ they arrested the apostles and put
them in the public prison. ® But during the night an angel of the Lord opened
the prison doors and brought them out, and said, ?°“Go and stand in the
temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.”?' And when they
heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach.

Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called
together the council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the
prison to have them brought.?? But when the officers came, they did not find
them in the prison, so they returned and reported, #“We found the prison
securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened
them we found no one inside.”?* Now when the captain of the temple and
the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them,
wondering what this would come to. 2> And someone came and told them,
“Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and
teaching the people.”? Then the captain with the officers went and brought
them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.

% And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And

the high priest questioned them, ?¢ saying, “We strictly charged you not to
teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and
you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.”?® But Peter and the apostles
answered, “We must obey God rather than men. ** The God of our fathers raised
Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 3' God exalted him at his
right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness

of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom
God has given to those who obey him.”
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Peter and Cornelius

10 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was
known as the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his
household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually

to God. * About the ninth hour of the day[a] he saw clearly in a vision an
angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.”* And he stared at him

in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and
your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. > And now send men
to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. ¢ He is lodging with one
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.”” When the angel who spoke to
him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from
among those who attended him, 8 and having related everything to them,
he sent them to Joppa.

Peter’s Vision

°The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter
went up on the housetop about the sixth hour® to pray. '° And he became
hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he
fell into a trance "' and saw the heavens opened and something like a great
sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth.” In

it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. '* And there
came a voice to him:“Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” '* But Peter said, “By no means,
Lord; for | have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” > And the
voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not
call common.” ¢ This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at
once to heaven.

7 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he
had seen might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having
made inquiry for Simon's house, stood at the gate ® and called out to

ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. ' And while
Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men
are looking for you. 2° Rise and go down and accompany them without
hesitation, for | have sent them.”2' And Peter went down to the men

and said, “l am the one you are looking for. What is the reason for your
coming?”?? And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-
fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed
by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you
have to say.” % So he invited them in to be his guests.
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The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers
from Joppa accompanied him. ** And on the following day they entered
Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives
and close friends. 2 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at
his feet and worshiped him. 2¢ But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; | too
am a man.”? And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons
gathered. 2 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is

for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has
shown me that | should not call any person common or unclean. ? So when |
was sent for, | came without objection. | ask then why you sent for me.”

3% And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, | was praying in my
house at the ninth hour,” and behold, a man stood before me in bright
clothing 3" and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms
have been remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for
Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by
the sea.** So | sent for you at once, and you have been kind enough to come.
Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you have
been commanded by the Lord.”

Gentiles Hear the Good News

34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows
no partiality,®® but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him. 3¢ As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching
good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), *” you yourselves
know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the
baptism that John proclaimed: ** how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing

all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3 And we

are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree,* but God raised
him on the third day and made him to appear, *' not to all the people but to
us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. ** And he commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living
and the dead. ** To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”’
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The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles

“While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard
the word.* And the believers from among the circumcised who had come

with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out
even on the Gentiles. *® For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and
extolling God. Then Peter declared, “’ “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing
these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” ¢ And

he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
asked him to remain for some days.




