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IDIOMS

A
ABOUT TO (DO SOMETHING) - A PUNTO DE
To be on the point of doing something
Example: I was about to leave when the phone 
rang.

ACCORDING TO (SOMEONE OR SOMETHING)
 - DE ACUERDO A
As said or told by someone, in agreement with 
something, in the order of something, in
proportion to something
Example: According to our teacher, there will be 
no class next week.

ACCOUNT FOR (SOMETHING) - EXPLICAR 
To provide an explanation or an answer for something
Example: The bad weather accounts for the fact 
that few people came to the meeting.

AFTER ALL - DESPUÉS DE TODO
Considering the fact that something happened or 
happens, something that is usually assumed
Example: “You don’t need to phone him. After all, 
he never phones you.” 

ALL OF A SUDDEN - DE REPENTE
Suddenly, without advance warning
Example: All of a sudden, it became cloudy and 
began to rain.

AS A MATTER OF FACT - DE HECHO
Actually
Example: “As a matter of fact, we have been to 
the sports stadium many times.”

AS FAR AS - I KNOW / POR LO QUE SE
To the extent or degree of something
Example: As far as I know, the movie will start in 
a few minutes.

AS FOR - MY SELF / EN CUANTO A MÍ
With regard to, concerningw
Example: “As for myself, I think that I will return 
home now.”

AS IF - COMO SI 
In the same way that something would be, that
Example: It seemed as if the whole school came 
to the concert.

AS LONG AS - MIENTRAS QUE
Provided that, on condition that
Example: “As long as you promise to be careful, 
you can borrow my car.”

AS SOON AS - TAN PRONTO COMO
Just after something, when

dinner.

AS TO - EN CUANTO A 
With regard to, according to
Example: “As to your question, I will answer it 
tomorrow.”

AS WELL - TAMBIÉN
In addition, also, too
Example: I plan to take swimming lessons this 
summer. I plan to take a computer course as well.

AS WELL AS (SOMEONE OR SOMETHING) - ASI 
COMO
In addition to someone or something
Example: “Please bring your swimming suit as 
well as your towel.”
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B
BACK AND FORTH - DE AQUÍ PARA ALLÁ

other way 
Example: The argument with the lawyer went 
back and forth before the judge made a decision. 

BETTER OFF - MEJOR
To be in a better situation than before 
Example: My friend would be better off if he sold 
his old car and bought a new one.

BREAK DOWN (SOMETHING) OR BREAK 
(SOMETHING) DOWN - DESGLOSAR
To divide something into parts, to separate something 
into simpler substances
Example: We tried to break down the problem 
for further study. 

BREAK UP OR BREAK UP (SOMETHING) OR BREAK 
(SOMETHING) UP - ROMPER
To separate, to divide into groups or pieces, to put an 
end to something 
Example: I hope that my favorite band does not 
break up.

BY THE WAY - POR CIERTO
Incidentally 
Example: “By the way, could you please bring 
your laptop computer tomorrow.”

BY THE WAY - POR CIERTO
Incidentally 
Example: “By the way, could you please bring 
your laptop computer tomorrow.”

IDIOMS

CARRY OUT (SOMETHING) OR CARRY 
(SOMETHING) OUT - LLEVAR ACABO
To put something into action, to accomplish 
something, to do something 
Example: The scientist wanted to carry out more 
experiments before discussing the new medicine. 
COME ON! - OH VAMOS
Please, hurry, go faster 
Example: “Come on, stop doing that.”

COME UP - PASA DE LA NADA
To happen unexpectedly
Example: I will not be able to go to the party if 
something else comes up.

COME UP WITH (SOMETHING) - PROPONER 

Example: I tried to come up with a name for the 
new magazine.

D
DEAL WITH (SOMETHING) - TRATAR CON 
To be concerned with something, to take action about 
something
Example: We will deal with the boxes tomorrow. 

E
END UP (DOING SOMETHING OR GOING 
SOMEWHERE) - TERMINAR
To do something that one had not planned to do, to go 
somewhere one had not planned to go
Example: We ended up watching a movie last 
night.
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IDIOMS

GET BACK TO (SOMETHING) - REGRESAR
To return to something
Example: I was happy to get back to my work 
after my holiday.

GET INTO (SOMETHING) - INVOLUCRARSE
To become interested or involved in something
Example: I do not want to get into an 

ARGUMENT WITH MY FRIEND.
Get into (somewhere) - entrar 
To enter somewhere.
Example: My friend wants to get into a good 
university.

GET OUT OF (SOMEWHERE) - SALIR DE 
To leave somewhere, to escape from somewhere
Example: I have an appointment and I want to get 
out of my house quickly.

GET RID OF (SOMETHING) - DESHACERSE DE
To give or throw something away, to sell or destroy 
something, to make a cold or fever disappear
Example: I bought a new television so I want to 
get rid of my old one.

GET THROUGH (SOMETHING) - LLEGAR AL FINAL 
/ FINALIZAR

Example: I have much reading that I must get 
through before tomorrow.

GO AHEAD - SEGUIR ADELANTE
To begin to do something
Example: “Let`s go ahead and start now. We can`t 
wait any longer.”

g
FIGURE OUT (SOMEONE OR SOMETHING) OR 
FIGURE(SOMEONE OR SOMETHING) 
OUT - ENTENDER
To try to understand someone or something, to solve 
something

computer software.

FILL IN (SOMETHING) OR FILL (SOMETHING)
IN - RELLENAR
To write words in blank spaces.

receptionist.”

FIND OUT (SOMETHING) - DESCUBRIR
To learn or discover something
Example: My mother is angry with me because 
she found out that I had quit my French class.

FIRST OF ALL - PRIMERO QUE NADA

Example: First of all, we prepared the garden and 
then we planted the seeds.

FOR GOOD - PARA SIEMPRE/PERMANENTEMENTE
Permanently
Example: The city plans to close the public swim-
ming pool for good.

FOR SURE - SIN DUDA
Without doubt, certainly, surely
Example: “I will go to the movie with you for sure 
next week.”

f
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h

i

HANG OUT (SOMEWHERE OR WITH SOMEONE) 
- PASAR EL RATO
To spend one`s time with no great purpose, to spend 
leisure time with friends
Example: Recently, my friend has been hanging 
out with a bad group of people.

HAVE (SOMETHING) TO DO WITH (SOMETHING) 
- RELACIONADO CON
To be about something, to be on the subject of 
something, to be related to something
Example: “The book has something to do with 
cooking but I am not sure if you will like it.”

HOLD ON - ESPERAR 
To wait a minute, to stop, to wait and not hang up the 
phone
Example: “Please hold on for a minute while I 
lock the door.”

IN A WAY - EN CIERTA FORMA
To a certain extent, a little, somewhat
Example: In a way, I want to go to the new 
restaurant, but in a way I do not really care.

IN COMMON - EN COMÚN
Shared together or equally, in use or ownership by all
Example: I had nothing in common with the other 
members of the class.

IN DETAIL - EN DETALLE
Giving all the details, item by item
Example: The saleswoman explained the new 
product in detail.

IN EFFECT - EN EFECTO
For practical purposes, basically
Example: The man’s silence was in effect a way of 
disagreeing with the other people at the meeting.

IN FACT - DE HECHO
Actually, the truth is
Example: The man has been to China before. In 
fact, he has been there three times.

IN FAVOR OF (SOMEONE OR SOMETHING) - EN 
FAVOR DE 
To approve or support someone or something
Example: Everybody is in favor of the new police 
chief.

IN GENERAL - EN GENERAL
In most situations or circumstances
Example: In general, most of the people are 
happy with the new manager. 

IN ORDER TO - PARA
For the purpose of
Example: They have decided to close down the 
school for the summer in order to do some
major repairs.

IN OTHER WORDS - EN OTRAS PALABRAS
In a different (usually more direct) way

assignment by Wednesday, you will not pass
the course.”

IN PLACE - EN ORDEN
In the proper place or location
Example: Everything in the room was in place 
when we arrived for the meeting.



IDIOMS

k

l

m

n

KEEP (SOMEONE OR SOMETHING) IN MIND 
- TENER EN MENTE 
To remember and think about someone or something
Example: I told my friend to keep the time that I 
must leave for work in mind.

KIND OF - MÁS O MENOS
A form of, more or less, moderately
Example: I was kind of tired when I arrived home 
last night.

LOOK FOR (SOMETHING) - BUSCAR (LUGAR)

something
Examples: My friend has been looking for her 

LOOK UP (SOMETHING) OR LOOK (SOMETHING) 
UP - BUSCAR (LECTURA)
To search for something in a dictionary or other book
Example: I will look up my friend’s name in the 
telephone book.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE - HACER LA DIFERENCIA
To cause a change in a situation, to change the nature 
of something
Example: If I study hard this weekend, it should 
make a difference in my test results next week.

MAKE SENSE - TENER SENTIDO
To seem reasonable
Example: The manager’s new proposal makes 
sense.

NO MATTER - NO IMPORTA / SIN IMPORTAR
Regardless
Example: No matter how hard that I try, my 

NOT AT ALL - PARA NADA
Certainly not, absolutely not
Example: I am not at all happy with my new 
computer.

o
OF COURSE / NO DOUBT - POR SUPUESTO / SIN 
DUDA 

Example: “Of course you can use my car if you 
want to.”

ON THE OTHER HAND - POR OTRO LADO
However, in contrast, looking at the opposite side of a 
matter
Example: He is very intelligent but on the other 
hand he is lazy and always gets low marks at 
school.

MAKE SURE - ASEGURARSE
To make certain, to establish something without a 
doubt
Example: I want to make sure that my friend will 
meet me tomorrow.

MORE OR LESS - MÁS O MENOS
Somewhat, to some extent
Example: I more or less have decided to study 
business next year.
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PICK UP (SOMETHING) OR PICK (SOMETHING) UP 
- RECOGER 
To get or receive something, to choose and rise 
something
Example: I picked up a copy of the newspaper at 
the station.
POINT OUT (SOMEONE OR SOMETHING) OR POINT 
(SOMEONE OR SOMETHING) OUT - SEÑALAR
To explain or call attention to someone or something
Example: My teacher was very kind when she 
pointed out the mistakes that I had made.

PUT OUT (SOMETHING) OR PUT (SOMETHING) 
OUT - SACAR
To produce or make something (a product or brochure 
or report or CD or movie or paper)
Example: The company puts out a newsletter 
every month for the employees.

p

REGARDLESS OF (SOMETHING) 
- INDEPENDIENTEMENTE DE
Without considering or thinking about something, 
without regard to something, in spite of something
Example: Regardless of the weather, we are going 

RIGHT AWAY - INMEDIATAMENTE 
Immediately
Example: “I forgot my book at home but I will go 
and get it right away.”

RUN INTO (SOMETHING - A FACT OR TROUBLE OR 
PROBLEMS OR DIFFICULTY) - ENCONTRARSE CON 
To experience something, to encounter something
Example: The mechanic ran into trouble when he 

r

SET UP (SOMETHING) OR SET (SOMETHING) UP
 - PREPARAR
To establish something, to provide the money for 
something
Example: The company set up a unique system to 
test the new product.

SHOW UP - APARECER 
To appear, to arrive, to be present
Example: “What time did your friend show up for 
the party?”

SO FAR - HASTA AHORA
Until now
Example: So far, no one has entered the speech 
contest at the television station. 

SO TO SPEAK - POR ASÍ DECIRLO
As one might or could say, this is one way to say 
something
Example: We had a good time at the restaurant, 
so to speak, although the service was not very 
good.

SORT OF (SOMETHING) - ALGO ASÍ
To be almost something, to be similar to something, to 
be not quite something

“Sort of, but not really.”

STICK WITH (SOMETHING) - SEGUIR CON
To continue doing something, to not quit something
Example: The boy has been able to stick with his 
music lessons since he was a child.
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IDIOMS

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF (SOMEONE OR SOMETHING) 
- TOMAR VENTAJAW

Example: We took advantage of the beautiful 
weather and went to the beach.

TAKE CARE OF (SOMEONE OR SOMETHING) 
- CUIDAR
To look after or give attention to someone or 
something
Example: It is good to take care of your health or 
you will become sick.

TAKE OUT (SOMETHING) OR TAKE (SOMETHING) 
OUT - REMOVER
To remove something from somewhere
Example: The teacher told us to take out our 
books.

TAKE OVER (SOMETHING) OR TAKE (SOMETHING) 
OVER - TOMAR EL CONTROL
To take control of something, to take command of 
something
Example: The large company wants to take over 
the small company in our town.

TAKE PLACE - OCURRIR
To happen, to occur
Example: The soccer game took place on the 
coldest day of the year.

TO THE EXTENT THAT - EN LA MEDIDA EN QUE 
To the degree that, in so far as
Example: I plan to provide information about the new 
company policy,  
to the extent  that I am familiar with it.

t u
UP TO - HASTA
Until, as far as a certain point, approaching a certain 
point
Example: There were probably up to thirty 
people at the meeting.

UP TO (SOMEONE) TO DECIDE (SOMETHING) OR 
DO (SOMETHING) - DEPENDE DE
To be responsible to choose or decide something
Example: It is up to the company president to 
decide when the meeting will start.

USED TO (SOMETHING) - ACOSTUMBRADO A  
Accustomed to something
Example: My friend is not used to living in such a 
big city

WITH RESPECT TO (SOMETHING) - CON 
RESPECTO A
Referring to something, concerning something
Example: I do not know what the company will do 
with respect to the old computer system.

WORKED OUT - FUNCIONÓ
To end successfully
Example:  In the end everything worked out well.
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