“We'll be back in three days”
Honest and Diplomacy on the Eve of the Exodus

Source 1: Shemot 3:17-18
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Source 2: Shemot 5:3
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Source 3: Shemot 11:1-3

God said to Moses, 'There is one more plague that
[ will send against Pharaoh and Egypt. After that,
he will let you leave this place. When he lets you
leave, he will actually drive you out of here. Now
speak to the people discreetly, and let each man
request from his friend gold and silver articles. Let
every woman make [the same] request of her
friends. 'God gave the people status among the
Egyptians. Moses was also very highly respected
in Egypt, both by Pharaoh's officials and by the
people.
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Source 4: Shemot 12:35-36

The Israelites [also] did as Moses had said.
They requested silver and gold articles and
clothing from the Egyptians. God made the
Egyptians respect the people, and they
granted their request. [The Israelites] thus
drained Egypt of its wealth.
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Source 5a): Shemot 3:21-22

'l will give the people status among the Egyptians,
and when you all finally leave, you will not go
empty-handed. Every woman shall borrow articles
of silver and gold, as well as clothing, from her
neighbor or from the woman living with her. You
shall load this on your sons and daughters, and you
will thus drain Egypt [of its wealth].'
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b) Rabbeinu Bachaye
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Source 6: Shemot 14:2-4
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Source 7: Abarbanel Shemot Ch. 3
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How did Hashem command Moshe in His name to speak falsely? It would have
been better to say clearly, “Send the nation out from underneath the burden of
the Egyptians?”
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[t seems to me correct to explain that Hashem did this in order to show people the
hardness of Pharoah’s heart and his stubbornness...and that the harsh judgements of
Pharoah would be understandable, because all they did was ask him to go away for three
days in order to sacrifice to their God, and presumably he would understand from their
words that they would be returning thereafter. And he didn’t listen to their prayers and
pleas...if we ask of him to send you away for three days and he doesn’t agree to that,
obviously he wouldn’t agree to send them away for good...

According to both Abarbanel and R. Yitzchak Arama (Akeidat Yitzchak) if
Pharoah would have acceded to this request, the Jews would indeed have
returned to Egypt after several days, and Moshe would then continue to
negotiate slowly for their freedom.

Source 8: Umberto Cassuto, also known as Moshe David Cassuto (16 September
1883 - 19 December 1951), was an Italian rabbi and biblical scholar.
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Source 9: Rav Elchanan Samet:

Nechama Leibowitz also quotes the author of Ha-ketav Veha-kabbala, who follows the
approach of the commentators quoted above, and adds an interesting point. Since
Pharaoh had failed the test, there was no further point in presenting him again
with the request for a shortjourney. God commanded that at first Moshe should
request something small, such as to go on a three-day journey, in order to
discern Pharaoh's stubbornness. Once he refused even this small request,
Moshe asked several times for complete and eternal freedom.

Where does Moshe request "complete and eternal freedom?" Ha-ketav Veha-kabbala
(4:23) ingeniously attempts to prove that the words, "Send My people and they will
serve Me" can be interpreted as, "Free them permanently so that they may be servants
unto Me." He distinguishes between the "kal" and the "pi'el" forms of the verb sh-1-ch,
indicating that the latter means to send out permanently.

Unfortunately, however, this explanation does not stand up to a careful examination
of the text. The distinction between the "kal" and "pi'el” forms of this verb has nothing
to do with whether the sending is done with the intention of return or if it refers to
complete and permanent freedom. The distinction between them lies in the strength
of the action of the one who is sent: in the "pi'el" form it refers to a strong movement
of sending (either as a result of banishing him or as a result of removing a barrier
which had previously prevented him from breaking loose). Following such a
"freeing," nothing prevents the one who was freed from returning to the one who
freed him. (See, for example, Bereishit 28:6, Shemot 22:4, Shemuel I 2:20.) In fact, the
opposite is true: a person can "send" in the "kal" form without the one who is sent
returning to him (e.g. Bereishit 45:5, Shemot 9:14).




Source 10: Ketav V'Hakabala

130 b b Spa bt P Y=ann

TRYM amnd w3 7200 3 K onbwe nba S3Ter 3 NN nYw ()
» pozmn-ona mmSw Sy e Spa mmbw xan Spm ot pa Ymanm wan
ASwnN” e b 1ok “JPpn DK W A2 o pos) *Abwn T3 k1 nbwr wmo mmb bx
e mmbw Ak 531 e 0 Ywh civie YR YWY Lo ab nwkay) "DaKYn apyr
ANKD T DK N2U0Y my iy pon-mmbe 1203 mmbw Sax .nhwnn
A3 pma) ORI MK A9WR N2W7 L0 2% ow) IR DK D JnwKR X5 ;0 nwxas)
(YooKR-0I) MBI PINTAY-MIMbW 13 RoRT [ Yy 7393 Kw XD 1 0

K5 ,CYw may xn) puyv yoorT oyma PRy RN T S K rnavny e

MITAVYY NOBA ORI PRY M7 A¥M Lehmea mw kn v e Svien T Sy
oo wwn? 5 omay na% myp Pak Ok mwer Axy -y B mwyS
M DY LS L3 whn) M2 MY DD WAy v s SPYR W k9 Ty
™ IRNA T %Y A%Ra onmw e o Yxprmy Sk N 93 mmayr Ao wp
DTOXT NK VN DMYRR DVT DK RN awnb n KT Yy o oray
T DMYs M 1Y MRw rmayn fndwr wva M @ 4 Ywh tmm o Sy
2 Na%% MLpn AwpaT MKYNYR 1V nK L pRby-minmay podn wen onbwb

Rav Samet:

DT ol

The above explanations demonstrate the danger of getting carried away with
apologetics. The story is presented to us over a course of four parshiot
(Shemot - Beshalach), and nowhere throughout this narrative do we read
even once of any request for "outright freedom." From Moshe's first
appearance before Pharaoh (chapter 5) until after the slaying of the firstborn
(chapter 12), the request under discussion remains only a journey to the

desert to serve God, and thereafter a return.

Source 11: Shemot Ch. 8

8:21 Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. 'Go!' he said.

'[You have permission to] sacrifice to your God here in
[our] land.

8:22 'That would hardly be suitable,’ replied Moses.
'What we will sacrifice to God our Lord is sacred to the
Egyptians. Could we sacrifice the sacred animal of the
Egyptians before their very eyes and not have them stone
us?

8:23 What we must do is make a three day journey into
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the desert. There we will be able to sacrifice to God our

Lord, just as He told us.’

8:24 'lI'will letyou leave,' said Pharaoh, 'as long as you do 5
not go too far away. You can sacrifice to God your Lord in 7 ﬂ)"l J'Dbb

the desert. But pray for me!'
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8:25 Moses answered, 'When I leave your presence, [ will 3-\3’_‘ -\U] -n-p bN ’ﬂ'\ﬂ)’“ﬂ WD)’D

pray to God. Tomorrow, the creatures will go away from
Pharaoh, his servants, and his people. But let Pharaoh
never again deceive us, refusing to let the people sacrifice

to God.'

8:26 Moses left Pharaoh's presence and prayed to God.
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Source 12: Sefer Shemot Ch. 14
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people were fled; and the heart of Pharaoh
and of his servants was turned towards the
people, and they said: *"What is this we have
done that we have let Israel go from serving

Source 13: R. Avraham Ibn Ezra 11:4

Know that this was a great thing, and Bnei Yisrael
were completely righteous in that they did not
reveal the secret (that they would not return).
Pharaoh believed Moshe's words, "a journey of
three days," to mean that they would go and then
return to Egypt. Heaven forfend that [we say that]
the prophet spoke a lie, for he never explicitly
said, "We shall return.” God's wisdom is beyond
our understanding. It would appear to me,
though, that this [deception] was performed for
two reasons: firstly, in order that they would give
them vessels of gold and silver - for had they
known that they would not return, they would not
have given them. And secondly, in order that
Pharaoh and his army would drown. For had they
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left with his permission, and had he not believed
that they would return, he would not have
pursued after them. And the proof [of this
explanation] is (14:5), "And it was told to the king
of Egypt that the nation had escaped.”

$IYN 939D .ONMN PN NI NN ROV
DO PN VN D AN Y19 Yavv
LOMINNX 9T XY HI2IWOW 251 PN MY
MNY) DYN NI D DMINND THNY T TYM

(0,

Source 14: Drashot HaRan - Rabbeinu Nissim

The way God acts is to bring
"counsel from afar" to make His
enemies fall into our hands and to
avenge Himself of them .. He
wished to punish all the Egyptians
by the means they had used to
commit evil against Israel (i.e.
since they drowned the Israelite
boys in the water, they too were
drowned in the water) ... and He
wished to bring about a situation
where they themselves, OF THEIR
OWN CHOICE, would enter the
water and die there. Had Moshe
informed Pharaoh from the
beginning that their time had
come to be redeemed, he would
certainly have agreed [to their
demand] because of the plagues,
and would not have pursued them
thereafter, for why would he
pursue them after having
willingly let them go when they
were still under his rule?
Therefore God did not want
Moshe to tell Pharaoh exactly
what was happening, but rather
to say that they were going to
offer sacrifices on a three-day
journey, such that when they
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would tell Pharaoh thereafter
"that the nation had escaped,” he
would think .. that everything
Moshe had done had not come
from God but rather had been
done deceitfully and fraudulently.
For had it not been thus, why
would Moshe have fooled him by
saying that they were going only
to offer sacrifices? For this very
reason He commanded, "Let each
man ask his neighbor [for vessels
of silver and gold];" even though
the money rightfully belonged to
the Jews and they could have
taken it openly, God nevertheless
told them to dissemble ... so that
when it was told to the king of
Egypt and his nation that Bnei
Yisrael were escaping, there is no
doubt that they regarded them as
bandits and swindlers... and this,
without doubt, brought them to
pursue them.. The intention
behind all of this was hidden from
Israel, and perhaps even from
Moshe(!).
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Source 15: Chumash Rav Peninim

"And now let us go on a journey of three days..."
Abarbanel found a difficulty... and the author of D.R.
(7) wrote that he read in a certain book that this
presents no difficulty at all: for IN A WAR IT IS
PERMISSIBLE TO ENGAGE IN EVERY TYPE OF
DECEIT AND WILINESS AGAINST THE ENEMY,
even to lie to him explicitly with words. We found
this in the case of Yehoshua in his war against Ai,
where God commanded him (Yehoshua 8:3), "Make
you an ambush for the city behind it" - in order to
mislead the enemy. There is not the slightest
prohibition involved, for this falls under the
category of "If someone comes to kill you, get up and
kill him first." Anything is justified in order to kill
him. Here, likewise, there was great benefit to be
gained from misleading Pharaoh such that he would
believe that they only wanted to go on a journey of
three days, in order that consequently he would
pursue them to the sea and be drowned in it, just as
they drowned Bnei Yisrael in the water. Therefore
it was completely permissible to deceive him... This
also answers the question of what He said at the
burning bush, "Each woman will ask of her neighbor
[vessels of silver and gold]" - why is this written
here, for this happened at the end of the plagues?
The purpose was to explain to Israel that for this
reason they should speak falsely, that they should
ask only to go for three days, for thereby they would
be able to ask the Egyptians for vessels of silver and
gold, because they told them that they were going
only for three days. The lending of the vessels was
also the cause of their drowning in the sea, for they
desired the silver and gold that Israel had taken
from them, and therefore they pursued them into
the sea and drowned. ALL OF THIS WAS
PERMISSIBLE FOR ISRAEL TO DO TO THESE
WICKED PEOPLE WHO HAD EMBITTERED THEIR
LIVES WITH FORCED HARD LABOR FOR NO
REASON, AND HAD DROWNED THEIR CHILDREN
IN THE RIVER.
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