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How to make a small talk in Chinese

Small Talk with Colleagues or Friends

Apart from family, people who interact with us the most are our colleagues and friends. When
chatting with close colleagues and friends, we usually start a casual chat in these three ways.
I. Compliments
Examples:
Ni pifd zénme zhéme hao?
(1) R Kk Ba X4 5?7

Ni zuijin shibushi shou le?
2 R &k 2F =2 & 77

Tip:
Chinese girls usually think the thinner they are, the prettier they are. If you tell a girl that

she has lost weight, she will be very happy and think it is a compliment.

Ni jintian chuan zhé tiao qunzi zhén piaoliang. Ni zai nar mai de?
B IRERESR F X % #®F E ZFE=x. R & WL E w7

Ni jintian chuan zhéme shuai, wanshang shibushi you yuéhui?
4 R X 7T X4 U, Bt RBITE A Y7

II. Something specific
i. Point out something new
Examples:

Ni jian toufa le ya?

(1) R 8 k% T WF?
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Huan xin faxing la!

(2) #% #H ZB Mi!

Ni jintian chuan xin xiézi la!
@) R X T # EHT !

Ni qu zud zhijia la!

4) R & f 55 Hi!

ii. Ask something specific

When your colleague or friend is eating, you can ask:
Ni jintian cht de shi shénme?
M) R 54X 28 2 Har?

When your colleague or friend is looking at his phone, you can ask:
Ni zai wan shénme youxi?
2 R & It fta  #Ek?

Ni zai kan shénme dianshiju?

@) R EEH ffa HURED?

When the holiday is coming up, you can ask:
Jiagl ni dasuan qu nar wanr?

@) BREA R 4TH & WL )L?

iii. Discuss a specific topic
We can also start a conversation by discussing a specific topic. But these topics are usually

light-hearted and positive.Generally we will put fri% (hear of) in front of a specific topic.
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Examples:
Tingshud Mao Buyi zhé zhoumo hui lai Shénzhén kai yanchanghui .

M ik £ 5 X AR =k H®IF EER

Tingshuo Xiao Wang xia ge yué jiu yao jié han le.

(2) Wit h E THAARESEET.

III. Concern

On some specific occasions, we also start a conversation by expressing our concern.

For example:

1. You arrive first when meeting your friends or colleagues, when they arrive, you can say
something like this:
Lushang du ma?

(1) B®E ¥ g7

Ni shi zénme guolai de?
2 R &2 Ba &k 89?

Ni léngbuléng?

(3) 1R RAE%?

2. If you haven’t been in touch with your colleague or friend for a while, you can also express
your concern to start a conversation when you meet.
Hao jit bu jian! Zuijin z€nmeyang?
D F AAF R &E EAE?

Gongzub zénmeyang?
2 I EBam?
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Or you can say something to show your concern for each other’s family.
Jiarén dou hao ba?

(3) KA # &F WE?

Ni fumu shéenti dou hao ba?

4) R R Bk # & E?

Small Talk with Somebody You Know

For people who are not usually in our circle such as a teacher, a boss, a neighbor, or someone

you've only met a few times, we usually start a small talk in these two ways.

I. Justsay hello

Examples:
Laoshi hao.
(1 2 .

Laoban, zao.

2) 2R, .

Wanshang hao.
(3) Bt 58

II. State the obvious

We can ask some questions we already know the answers to, so they won't have to give serious
answers and only need to give short responses.

Examples:
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Ni chtle ma?

(1) R Rz 7 B2

Tip:
When someone asks “fRIZ 7 1§ (have you eaten)”,we simply answer “IZ T (yes)”or “S%Z(no)".

You don’t need to say what you ate specifically.

When we meet someone we know on our way to work, you can say:
Qu shang ban a?
2 % £ ¥t W

When you meet someone you know shopping at the supermarket, you can say:
Mai dongxi a?

(3) £ KA W

Ni yé lai mai dongxi a?
4) R B %k X KA B2

When you meet students on their way to school, you can say:
Qu shang xué a?
& £ £ = m?

Notice:
When chatting with the older generations, be aware that they like to ask some about our
privacy.
Examples:
Ni méi ge yué zhéng dudshao gian?

MHmwEsE~RA # ZFb K?
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Ni jinnian dud da le?

2 xR % % K T7?

Ni you méiydu nan péngyou?

@ B\ ®E B RAK?

Ni jié han le ma?
(4) R &5 1§ 7 g?

These questions might make us uncomfortable or embarrassed. But they don’t mean to invade
our privacy. It's just that they are used to asking these questions. So if you are asked such

questions, just respond briefly and politely.

Small Talk with Strangers

When we are outside, we sometimes talk to strangers. When talking to strangers, we don'’t talk

about anything private. We can start talk in these two ways.

I. Talk about surroundings

Examples:

When you meet a stranger in the park, you can say something like:
Tianqgi zhén hao a!
(1 XR] E 7 !

If you meet a stranger with a child, you can say:
W3, ni n{i’ér zhén k&’ai!

(2 B, ff &L E B!
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Ni xiaohai zhén tinghua.
@) R Mz E W&

II. Ask casual questions

Examples:

When you are waiting in line, we can say to a stranger:
Ni shi ji hao?

1) & 2/LS5?

Ni déngle dud jiu le?

2 RET % X T?

When you are traveling by bus, you can say to the stranger next to you:
Ni yé& shiqu Béijing lliyou de ma?

Q) Rt 2 F tX Iy 89 B2

Ting ni kduyin, ni shi Hunan rén ba?
4) & OF, *  #H@ A IE?
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