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Grammar  

‘I did’ or ‘I was doing’ – Exercises 
 

Choose between Past Simple (I did) and Past Continuous (I was doing) to complete 

each sentence. 

Example: 

She (wait) for me when I (arrive).    … She was waiting for me when I arrived. … 

 

1. Paul (drive) when the accident (happen).  ...................................................................... 

2. Richard (cut) his finger when he (cook).  ...................................................................... 

3. When the phone (ring), we (have) dinner.  ...................................................................... 

4. She (fall) asleep as she (read).   ...................................................................... 

5. Sam (leave) home when he (see) Bob.  ...................................................................... 

6. We (dance) while they (play) chess.  ...................................................................... 

7. As I (cycle) home, I (notice) a new shop.  ...................................................................... 

8. When we (arrive), they (wait) for us.  ...................................................................... 

9. She (start) crying while he (talk).   ...................................................................... 

10. While we (pack), the kids (play).   ......................................................................  

11. He (not drive) at midnight last night.  ...................................................................... 

12. We (not travel) this time last year.  ...................................................................... 

13. What you (say) when he laughed?  ...................................................................... 

14. Where she (go) when you saw her?  ...................................................................... 

15. Why you (not teach) at 11 yesterday?  ...................................................................... 

 

 

 

 


