
L E S S O N  3  

R H Y T H M

I N T R O  T O  C H O R A L  C O M P O S I N G

1 .  C R E A T I N G  R H Y T H M S  T H A T  C O M P L I M E N T  T H E  T E X T

What is the overall style of the text? What types of tempos and rhythms will match this style? 

2 .  C R E A T I N G  R H Y T H M S  T H A T  A R E  N A T U R A L  T O  S P E E C H

3 .  C R E A T I N G  R H Y T H M S  I N  T H E  A C C O M P A N I M E N T

A S S I G N M E N T

What rhythms work naturally for singing? Consider metric and agogic accents.

What rhythms could imitate the rhythms of the voices?
What rhythms can I use in the accompaniment to set the style of the piece. 

Print your text and speak it over and over. Ask a friend to speak it and notice which syllables
and words are most important. Then underline or highlight the accented syllables and words.
Start sketching rhythmic options for your composition by adding eight notes, quarter notes,
whole notes, dotted rhythms, triplets, etc. and even rests.
Sketch possible bar lines and time signatures for your composition.
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