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Let’s take a look at creating relative links between our InDesign documents so we can point one portion of 
our site to another. If you have access to the premium exercise files, I’ve got the three InDesign files open from 
the starting source folder. Now what I’m going to do is add hyperlinks to all these items. There’s two different 
ways to do it and we’re going to do both in this file. So I’ll select one of these items and I’m just going to open 
up the Hyperlinks panel. If you don’t have access to that, it’s under Window > Interactive > Hyperlinks and 
when I select one of these I can actually type in a URL. Now there is a trick to creating a relative URL. It is to 
not put a protocol in front, no http://. Just start off with the file path. If you go back and reference our target 
structure, we’re going to be referencing ad, demo, mag, and secure on this landing page.

So in InDesign, this is our mag, so I’m just going to select the URL and type mag. I’m going to put a trailing 
/. That means this is a folder and once this goes out to the web, almost all web servers are configured 
to automatically recognize that an index file is what we want to load when we only point to a folder. So 
technically if we were putting this on the web, all we would need is this mag/ but since I want to be able to 
test this locally without running it on a server, I’m going to add this index bit. But if I were just doing this for 
myself, I’d just type mag/ so that’s just something to think about. Then I’m a hit return and that will add the 
URL. I’m going to do this with each of these. Instead of this being mag, it’s going to be demo and I’ll hit enter. 
And then I’m gonna come over here and select the ad and make that ad and then for the secure area, let’s do 
this the other way.

Let’s go into the Buttons & Forms panel. This is already a button. If you don’t have one, you just select an item 
or a group and there’s this button becomes a Convert to Button or you can select it from the top section. 
Buttons & Forms is found in the Interactive section of the Window menu. Just like the Hyperlinks panel. Once I 
have this button, I’m using the on tap or release event, which is the default and I’m just going to add an action 
and make it Go to URL. Now I’ve got a space for the URL and that works the same exact way. I’m just going 
to type secure and then add the / and index.html in this case because I want it to work locally. So now to test 
this, I am just going to save my document and I’ll go up to the in5 menu and choose Export Html5 with in5...

I’m going to turn off the in5 footer with the link cause I don’t need that. And I’ll go ahead and just click OK and 
we’ll see what this looks like. So now testing the local version. You can see that these links are there because 
I get a pointer finger when I hover over each of these. Now because we haven’t linked anything up, we’re 
going to get a file, not found message, but we can actually see that this is going to where we want it to. This is 
where our landing page lives in this folder. So we want to go into an ad subfolder. So it’s going to work once 
we get everything connected up. So let me switch back to InDesign and I’m going to go into secure and I’m 
going to do the same thing. But you know, I kind of like the Hyperlinks panel, You might like the buttons for 
some reason.

You might like combining it with other actions or something, but I just find these hyperlinks are so easy to 
add. I’m going to select the protocol that’s on here. Now we’re going to do a different kind of relative link. 
When we want to go back to this homepage, we want to go up a level, so want to add a relative link to the 
parent folder. Let me give you a tip before I do that. If you ever need to reference the current folder, you can 
do that as a ./. Normally though, most systems, just assume you’re in the current folder, so we don’t need to 
do that, but creating link to a parent folder is just as easy. It’s ../ and I’ll hit enter. That’ll go up to the parent 
folder. I might go ahead and export this and show you an issue and then we’re immediately going to fix it.

So I’ll export HTML5 with in5 and I’m going to turn off that footer and just click O K. Now when it’s done, 
I’m going to open it in the default browser. Again, this isn’t going to work because we don’t have our file 
structure set up, but when I do this, you’re going to notice that it opens this other tab. Well, I don’t want it to 
do that in this case. Maybe I don’t mind on the landing page, if it opens the projects in a separate tab. That’s 
the default behavior of hyperlinks in in5 so you don’t lose that original page. But when I’m going back to the 
homepage, I actually do want to do that in the same window. Let me go back to InDesign. To fix this, I’m just 
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going to go up to in5 > Interactive Widgets and down to the Hyperlink panel.

It’s set to Document Default which launches in a new window. I’m going to change that to Same Window and 
then I am going to save this document and export with in5. again. Click OK to run it through and then done 
and switch over to my browser and just click to refresh. Now when I click on this back to homepage, it’s not 
going to go to the right place, but it is going to at least go to that in the same window. So when I clicked back 
I stayed in this one tab, so back in InDesign. I’m also seeing that I didn’t put index on there, so you should 
probably go ahead and do that if you want to test locally and real quickly in the secure sub folder, this is up 
one level. If we want this to go up to the homepage, I think this one already has it set up on the Buttons & 
Forms panel.

Yeah, we could go up twice. So I could do ../../ and that would go up from sub to secure up to our main 
landing page folder. Right. So you can stack these up directions as many as you need to, but really we’re 
going to go up to the main secure area just so that that button says up one level. So I’m going to delete that 
hit return, and then go ahead and make this the same window and we can export and that should work as we 
expect as well. So that is creating relative links in InDesign. Now we’re going to pull our site together and test 
it all locally.


