
DIRECTIONS

The essay gives you an opportunity to show how effectively
you can read and comprehend a passage and write an essay
analyzing the passage. In your essay, you should demonstrate 
that you have read the passage carefully, present a clear and 
logical analysis, and use language precisely.

Your essay must be written on the lines provided in your answer
booklet; except for the Planning Page of the answer booklet,
you will receive no other paper on which to write. You will have 
enough space if you write on every line, avoid wide margins, 
and keep your handwriting to a reasonable size. Remember that 
people who are not familiar with your handwriting will read 
what you write. Try to write or print so that what you are writing 
is legible to those readers.

You have 50 minutes to read the passage and write an essay
in response to the prompt provided inside this booklet.

REMINDERS:

Do not write your essay in
this booklet. Only what you 
write on the lined pages of 
your answer booklet will be 
evaluated.

An off-topic essay will not be
evaluated. 
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As you read the passage below, consider how President Lyndon Johnson uses 

• evidence, such as facts or examples, to support claims.  

• reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence.  
• stylistic or persuasive elements, such as word choice or appeals to emotion,  

to add power to the ideas expressed.

Adapted from President Lyndon Johnson’s address to the nation delivered March 
15, 1965, Washington D.C. Johnson speech was given in support of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, a law to protect the rights of minorities to vote.

I speak tonight for the dignity of man and the destiny of democracy.

I urge every member of both parties—Americans of all religions and of all colors—from 
every section of this country—to join me in that cause.

At times history and fate meet at a single time in a single place to shape a turning point 
in man’s unending search for freedom. So it was at Lexington and Concord. So it was a 
century ago at Appomattox. So it was last week in Selma, Alabama.

There is no Negro problem. There is no southern problem. There is no northern problem. 
There is only an American problem.

And we are met here tonight as Americans—not as Democrats or Republicans—we are 
met here as Americans to solve that problem.

This was the first nation in the history of the world to be founded with a purpose. The 
great phrases of that purpose still sound in every American heart, north and south: “All 
men are created equal” — “Government by consent of the governed” — “Give me liberty 
or give me death.”

Those words are a promise to every citizen that he shall share in the dignity of man. 
This dignity cannot be found in man’s possessions. It cannot be found in his power or 
in his position. It really rests on his right to be treated as a man equal in opportunity 
to all others. It says that he shall share in freedom, he shall choose his leaders, educate 
his children, provide for his family according to his ability and his merits as a human 
being….

Many of the issues of civil rights are very complex and most difficult. But about this 
there can and should be no argument. Every American citizen must have an equal right 
to vote. There is no reason which can excuse the denial of that right. There is no duty 
which weighs more heavily on us than the duty we have to ensure that right.

Yet the harsh fact is that in many places in this country, men and women are kept from 
voting simply because they are Negroes….
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Experience has clearly shown that the existing process of law cannot overcome 
systematic and ingenious discrimination. No law that we now have on the books—and I 
have helped to put three of them there—can ensure the right to vote when local officials 
are determined to deny it.

In such a case our duty must be clear to all of us. The Constitution says that no person 
shall be kept from voting because of his race or his color. We have all sworn an oath 
before God to support and to defend that Constitution.

We must now act in obedience to that oath.

Wednesday I will send to Congress a law designed to eliminate illegal barriers to the 
right to vote….

To those who seek to avoid action by their National Government in their home 
communities—who want to and who seek to maintain purely local control over 
elections—the answer is simple. Open your polling places to all your people. Allow 
men and women to register and vote whatever the color of their skin. Extend the rights 
of citizenship to every citizen of this land. There is no constitutional issue here. The 
command of the Constitution is plain. There is no moral issue. It is wrong—deadly 
wrong—to deny any of your fellow Americans the right to vote in this country. There is 
no issue of States rights or National rights. There is only the struggle for human rights.

I have not the slightest doubt what will be your answer….

But even if we pass this bill, the battle will not be over. What happened in Selma is part 
of a far larger movement which reaches into every section and State of America. It is the 
effort of American Negroes to secure for themselves the full blessings of American life.

Their cause must be our cause too, because it is not just Negroes but really it is all of us, 
who must overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice. And we shall overcome.

Write an essay in which you explain how President Lyndon Johnson builds an 
argument to persuade his audience of the importance of the passage of the 
Voting Rights Act. In your essay, analyze how Johnson uses one or more of the 
features listed in the box above (or features of your own choice) to strengthen 
the logic and persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure that your analysis focus-
es on the most relevant features of the passage.  

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with Johnson’s claims, but 
rather explain how Johnson builds an argument to persuade his audience.
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