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Hello there

This is customized for you See
Through Movie: The Da Ming

Code Series

I will talk about the Ming
Dynasty story with you in

combination with the movie

If the Ming Dynasty is

destroyed

Linked with Columbus’s great

voyage

Looks a little far away

But in fact, the global

integration started in the era of

European navigation

Had a profound impact on the

Ming Dynasty

The most important one is the

silver issue
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PRYF (ni hio) hello; hi.

el (ding zhi) custom-made; made-to-order; to have
something custom made. % %F (kan chuan) see through

(a person, scheme, trick etc). Z41 (xi lié) series; set.

@ (jié hé) to combine; to link; to integrate;
binding. B3] (ming zhao) tomorrow morning; the

following morning.

KT (mie wang) to be destroyed; to become extinct; to

perish; to die out; to destroy; to exterminate.

BHedi (geé lan bu) Cristobal Colén or Christopher
Columbus (1451-1506); Columbus, capital of Ohio. foi
¥ (hdng hai) sailing; navigation; voyage by sea. fE—

JE2 (73 y1 qi) together.

FHHEER (kan qgi lai) seemingly; apparently; looks as if;
appear to be; gives the impression that; seems on the

face of it to be. i — K (ySu yi didn) a little; somewhat.

SzF5 Lk (shi ji shang) in fact; in reality; as a matter of
fact; in practice. BR¥N (6u zhou) Europe; abbr. for BXE
EM (6u lud ba zhou). X (shi dai) age; era; epoch;
period (in one's life). —fA4k (yiti hua) integration;

incorporation; unification.

F8] (wing chdo) dynasty. IRz (shén yuin) far-

reaching; profound and long-lasting.

H#H (bai yin) Baiyin prefecture-level city in Gansu.
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Spanish colonists discovered
huge silver mines in the

Americas

The mined silver flooded into

China

It injected vitality into the
Ming Dynasty economy and

eased currency pressure

And then the “Thirty Years

War” in Europe

And made American silver

have to go directly to Spain

Used to pay military expenses

The late Ming Dynasty quickly

entered a serious currency

shortage

Deflationary state

The entire domestic economy

began to depression

Eventually led to the silver

crisis and financial collapse

What is going on all this?

We often see in film and

television dramas
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PHYES (xiban ya) Spain. FHERH (zhi min

zh&) colonizer; colonist; settler. 32 (méi

zhou) America (including North, Central and South
America); the Americas; abbr. for ILEEFANHM (ya méi
li jia zhou). BLK (ju da) huge; immense; very large;

tremendous; gigantic; enormous. W (kuang) ore; mine.

JF3E (kai cii) to extract (ore or other resource from a
mine); to exploit; to mine. K& (da liang) great
amount; large quantity; bulk; numerous; generous;
magnanimous. {ll A (yong rt1) to come pouring in;

influx.

TEA (zhti 1) to pour into; to empty into. i JJ (hud
Ii) energy; vitality; vigor; vital force. £&fi# (huin ji¢) to
bring relief; to alleviate (a crisis); to dull (a pain). %

i (huo bi) currency; monetary; money.

=1 (san shi) thirty; 30. §&%* (zhan zhéng) war;

conflict.

Hk (yong 14i) to be used for. XA+ (zhi fu) to pay
(money). % 3% (jiin fei) military expenditure.

AW (mo qi) end (of a period); last part; final phase.
3 (xtin st1) rapid; speedy; fast. AN (bu
z1) insufficient; lacking; deficiency; not enough;

inadequate; not worth; cannot; should not.

HgkS2 (vé jiti shi) that is; i.e.. WHTEEGH (tong hud jin
sud) deflation. JRA (zhuang tai) state of affairs; state;

mode; situation.

#EAS (zhéng ge) whole; entire; total. Kil5k (da xiao
tido) the Great Depression (1929-c. 1939).

He#% (zui zhong) final; ultimate. 8 (dio zhi) to lead
to; to create; to cause; to bring about. fEHL (wéi

ji) crisis. WBX (c4i zheng) finances (public);

financial. ik (béng pan) (finance) to crash; to

collapse; crash.

B2 5 (zén me hui shi) what's the matter?; what's
going on?; how could that be?; how did that come

about?; what's it all about?.
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The heroes go to the restaurant
to eat half a catty of meat and

half a catty of wine

Call for the second checkout

Then I patted the silver on the

table

Silver is money and can be

used to buy food and drink

But this scene is actually not

accurate

Because the currency

commonly used by the people

Not silver, but copper coin

You just need to think about it

Not conducive to normal

transactions

Especially when you go to a
market to buy a la carte, do you

use shreds of money?

There are also many questions.
How about the fineness of the

silver?

How to calculate weight? After

all, this is money

It’s impossible to just count
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KA% (da xid) knight; swordsman; noble warrior;
chivalrous hero. i (jit1) wine (esp. rice wine); liquor;

spirits; alcoholic beverage.

W& (hin) to yell; to shout; to call out for (a person). —
5 (yishéng) first tone in Mandarin (high, level
tone). /h=- (xido er) waiter. &5k (jié zhang) to pay the

bill; to settle accounts; also written 5.

¥ (yin zi) money; silver. 1 (pai) to pat; to clap; to
slap; to swat; to take (a photo); to shoot (a film); racket

(sports); beat (music).

Ykt (chang jing) scene; scenario; setting.

BB (min jian) among the people; popular; folk; non-
governmental; involving people rather than
governments. & Fi ¥ (130 bii xing) ordinary people;

the "person in the street".

M2 (ér shi) rather. #i (téng) copper (chemistry); see
also £1 5@ (hong tong).

e (yin ding) silver ingot. Hr{d (jia zhi) value; worth;

fig. values (ethical, cultural etc).

AF (bu i) unfavorable; disadvantageous; harmful;
detrimental. 2%} (jido yi) (business) transaction;

business deal.

JLH R (y6u qi shi) especially; most of all; above all; in
particular. & (gan) to overtake; to catch up with; to
hurry; to rush; to try to catch (the bus etc); to drive
(cattle etc) forward; to drive (sb) away; to avail oneself
of (an opportunity); until. 53 (didn cai) to order
dishes (in a restaurant). 235 (zhiléi) and so on; and
such. B (sui) to break down; to break into pieces;

fragmentary.

[AJFE (tong yang) same; equal; equivalent. &€t (chéng
sé) relative purity of silver or gold; purity in carat

weight; quality; fineness.

Hilfk (zhong liang) weight. 63 (bi jing) after all; all in

all; when all is said and done; in the final analysis.

AWfE (buke néng) impossible; cannot; not able. i
H (dian liang) to weigh in the hand; to consider; to

ponder. fE#X (zud shu) valid; counting (as valid).
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In Chinese history, silver was
the main currency in

circulation

It’s the Ming Dynasty, but it’s

not like in the TV series.

I just took out some broken

silver to buy wine and meat

At that time, ordinary people

still used copper coins

Although heavy and
troublesome, copper coins are

basically standard

A coin represents a certain

value and is easier to calculate

The silver is mainly used by

businessmen

And it’s a relatively large-scale

business

Silver is much more valuable

than copper coins

Relatively easy to carry

But the transaction process is

also very complicated

They will use the jeweler’s

scale to weigh

Cut the required weight with

special scissors

Then we will also ask “see the
silver master” to appraise the

purity of silver
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P8 E (Ii shi shang) historical; in history. fEA (zuo
wéi) one's conduct; deed; activity; accomplishment;
achievement; to act as; as (in the capacity of ); qua; to
view as; to look upon (sth as); to take sth to be. A

i (lia tong) to circulate; to distribute; circulation;

distribution.

JBFE (na yang) that kind; that sort.

FiTF (sui shou) conveniently; without extra trouble;
while doing it; in passing. T (tao chi) to fish out; to

take out (from a pocket, bag etc).

Fi ¥k (biixing) common people.

Hi ¥ (chéng you) once again. 24 I (jibén

shang) basically; on the whole.

X (méi) classifier for coins, rings, badges, pearls,
sporting medals, rockets, satellites etc; tree trunk;
whip; wooden peg, used as a gag for marching soldiers
(old). 872 (dai bido) representative; delegate; to
represent; to stand for; on behalf of; in the name of.

H. (ji suan) to count; to calculate; to compute.

B (gui mé) scale; scope; extent. Iz (mai

mai) buying and selling; business; business transactions.

MM (xiang dui) relatively; opposite; to resist; to
oppose; relative; vis-a-vis; counterpart. W (xié
dai) to carry (on one's person); to support (old);

Taiwan pr. (x1 dai).

iF# (lid chéng) course; stream; sequence of processes;

work flow in manufacturing.

PEE (zhii bio) pearls; jewels; precious

stones. FF (chéng) steelyard; Roman balance.

Kl (te zhi) special; unique. 8§ JJ (jidn

dao) scissors. Y (cai jian) to cut out.

Ly (jian ding) to appraise; to identify; to evaluate. ali
J (chdn du) purity.
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Determine the value of silver

It’s basically the same form as
our current precious metal

trading

For the rulers of Chinese

dynasties

As the population continues to
expand, the total economic

volume continues to grow

The problem of using copper
coins and silver as precious

metals

More and more prominent

Because China’s copper and
silver ore reserves are not

abundant

This creates a shortage of

precious metal currencies

Have a major impact on the

entire economy

So in the Song Dynasty, the
world’s first paper currency

was issued

Uniformly printed and

distributed by the government

The face value is calculated
according to the currency

value of the copper coin

The minimum denomination is

200 copper coins
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W€ (que ding) definite; certain; fixed; to fix (on sth);
to determine; to be sure; to ensure; to make certain; to
ascertain; to clinch; to recognize; to confirm; OK (on

computer dialog box).

P28 (gui jin shit) precious metal. JEZ (xing

shi) outer appearance; form; shape; formality.

] (zhao) morning. GEiA# (tong zhi zhé) ruler.

A (rén kou) population; people. AW (bu

duan) unceasing; uninterrupted; continuous;
constant. § K (kuo da) to expand; to enlarge; to
broaden one's scope. & i (z0ng lidng) total; overall

amount. }§E (zéng zhing) to grow; to increase.

22 (td chii) prominent; outstanding; to give

prominence to; to protrude; to project.

HIW” (t6ng kuang) copper mine; copper ore. fifi (cht
liang) remaining quantity; reserves (of natural

resources, oil etc).

IXHE (zhe jit) immediately; at once. IR (za0
chéng) to bring about; to create; to cause. Bt (duin

queé) shortage.

HK (zhong da) great; important; major; significant.

ARAX (song dai) Song dynasty (960-1279). BT (fa
xing) to publish; to issue (stocks, currency etc); to
release; to distribute (a film). 2 (quan shi

jie) worldwide; entire world. 4G (zhi zhi) paper; hard

copy; printed (as opposed to electronically displayed).

BURF (zheng fi) government. GE— (tdng yi) to unify; to
unite; to integrate. EJl (yin zhi) to print; to produce (a

publication).

THi{E (mian zhi) face value; par value. H{H (bi

zhi) value of a currency.

T (mian é) denomination (of currency or bond).
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The largest denomination is

3000 copper coins

The paper legal tender of the

Song Dynasty

More than 5 centuries before
the first banknotes appeared in

Europe

Paper money is easy to carry

and the cost is very low

As soon as the money printing
machine is turned on, the

money rolls in

This is the advantage of
banknotes but also the biggest

flaw

Because the money printing
machine is not well managed,

it’s easy to overspend money.

Cause currency value
instability and also bring great

harm

For example, there was such an
anecdote more than ten years

ago

Zimbabwe’s currency system is

out of control

Zimbabwe dollar depreciates

Even a single banknote with a
face value of 100 trillion was

printed

The emperor of the Song
Dynasty also discovered that as
long as the ink pattern was

printed on a piece of paper

You can buy things. This is so

convenient.
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BN (fa ding huo bi) fiat currency.

¥HEE (chao piao) paper moneys; a bill (e.g. 100 yuan).

41T (zhi bi) bank notes; paper currency. A (chéng

bén) (manufacturing, production etc) costs.

# (chido) money; paper money; variant of ' (chio). ¥

i (glin glin) nickname for a panda.

¥ (you shi) superiority; dominance; advantage. it

B (qué xian) defect; flaw; physical defect.

ilf (1an) overflowing; excessive; indiscriminate. Kt (fa

huo) to dispatch; to send out goods.

AFRE (bl wen ding) unstable. K (ji da) maximum;
enormous. fE# (wéi hai) to jeopardize; to harm; to

endanger; harmful effect; damage.

FJL (shi ji) more than ten; a dozen or more. #¥ I (qi

wén) anecdote; fantastic story.

HE T (jin ba bu wéi) Zimbabwe. REE (xi

tong) system. &% (shi kong) to go out of control.

WZ{H (bidn zhi) to become devaluated; to devaluate; to

depreciate.

Fagk (dan zhang) flyer; leaflet; single-sheet (map etc).

A4 (song chdo) Song Dynasty (960-1279); also Song
of Southern dynasties FIEH5R (420-479). 513 (huing
di) emperor. {5 (yéu mo) printing ink. FI%E (i

an) design; pattern. 487 (zhi pian) a piece, scrap or

fragment of paper.

SERPE (mii dong xi) to do one's shopping. f EL (jiin

zhi) simply; at all; practically.
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When the northern nomads

invaded

In order to pay the huge
military expenses, the Song
Dynasty emperor madly used

the money printing machine

Caused a great devaluation of

the currency

This currency disaster has not

had time to break out

The Mongols occupied the
Central Plains and the Song

Dynasty fell

After the establishment of the
Yuan Dynasty, the Mongols
would not be able to engage in

economic activities

Printing money became
addictive. As a result, the
problem of devaluation of Yuan
Dynasty’s banknotes became

more serious

When Zhu Yuanzhang

established the Ming Dynasty

He has witnessed the chaos of
the devaluation of banknotes at

the end of the Yuan Dynasty

So he wants to issue new coins

and no longer use paper money

But he found that such a huge

empire

Copper mines are so scarce

The casting of copper coins
caused the price of raw

material copper to soar
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JFHX (you mit) nomadic; to move about in search of
pasture; to rove around as a nomad. A& (ri1 qin) to

invade.

B (u é) large sum (of money); a huge amount. b
JE (féng kudng) crazy; frantic; extreme popularity. JF
#)) (kai dong) to start; to set in motion; to move; to

march; to dig in (eating); to tuck in (eating).

JEHE (zai nan) disaster; catastrophe. & (bao fa) to

break out; to erupt; to explode; to burst out.

i N\ (méng gt rén) Mongol. 5% (zhan ling) to
occupy (a territory); to hold. H1Ji (zhéng

yudn) Central Plain, the middle and lower regions of the
Yellow river, including Henan, western Shandong,

southern Shanxi and Hebei.

ST (jian i) to establish; to set up; to found. Jt
1] (yudn chdo) Yuan or Mongol dynasty
(1279-1368). 14 (gdo) to do; to make; to go in for; to set

up; to get hold of; to take care of.

Jé4 (yin) addiction; craving. B5)ll (géng jia) more (than

sth else); even more.

JRJLEE (zhil yudn zhang) Zhu Yuanzhang, personal
name of first Ming dynasty emperor Hongwu j

(héng wu).

SEHRE R (qin yin mu du) to see for oneself; to see with
one's own eyes. AR4E (mo nian) the final years (of a

regime). JRL (htin luan) confusion; chaos; disorder.

E&1 (qidn bi) money. FHE (zai shi yong) to reuse.

JER (pang da) huge; enormous; tremendous. 77 [H (di

guod) empire; imperial.

)2 (que shi) nevertheless; actually; the factis .... i}
I (rti ci) in this way; so. BEZ (kui f4) to be deficient in

sth; to be short of sth (supplies, money etc).

B538 (zhi zao) to cast (pour metal into a mold). JFH
S (yudn cdi lido) raw materials; unprocessed

materials. BT} (bido shéng) to rise rapidly; to soar.
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Even to make a copper coin
with a denomination of one

dollar

It costs two yuan, which is not

feasible at all

He had to start the money
printing machine again to issue

banknotes

As a result, inflation

In just ten years, banknotes

have depreciated by 75%

So the Ming Dynasty didn’t
solve its currency problem

from the beginning

Not only swinging back and
forth between paper money

and coinage

And every emperor takes office

Will declare the coins of the

previous emperor invalid

Start issuing new currency

Such a situation is a disaster for

the common people

Because you don’t know the

money in your hand

How much will it be worth

tomorrow

But ordinary people still have

to live after all

If you want to live, there will

be transactions
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Hill3& (zhi zao) to manufacture; to make. —H¢ (yi
kuai) one block; one piece; one (unit of money);

together; in the same place; in company.

1E7% (hua fei) expense; cost; to spend (time or money);
expenditure. fRAS (gén bén) fundamental; basic; root;

simply; absolutely (not); (not) at all.

5 (qi dong) to start (a machine); (fig.) to set in

motion; to launch (an operation); to activate (a plan).

B BENENK (tong huo péng zhang) inflation.

Y (jin jin) barely; only; merely; only (this and

nothing more).

¥ (zhii bi) coin; to mint (coins). Z M (zhi
jian) between; among; inter-. &M (1ai huf) to make a
round trip; return journey; back and forth; to and fro;

repeatedly. #{% (y4o bii) to sway; to wobble; to waver.

KT (shang rén) to take office; previous (incumbent);

pI'CdCCCSSOl’.

B AR (xuan bu) to declare; to announce; to proclaim. i
iR (qgién rén) predecessor; ex-; former; ex (spouse
etc). I (shi qi) period; phase. JE&X (wii xiao) not

valid; ineffective; in vain.

FH (shou Ii) in hand; (a situation is) in sb's hands.

P (she ji) to involve; to touch upon (a topic).
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The historian Gu Yanwu wrote

about such an example

During the Jiajing period of the
Ming Dynasty, m erchants in

Zhangpu County, Fujian

They are still using Song

Dynasty coins for trading

It can be seen that they are

very

How untrustworthy the

currency issued

As the saying goes, Prosperity

antique chaos gold

In other words, antiques are
valuable in peace and

prosperity

In troubled times, precious
metals like gold and silver are

even more valuable.

So in the folk

Merchants began to use silver
for transactions, although it

was troublesome

But at least it will not be as
unreliable as government-

issued currency

The people don’t have that

much money in their hands.
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H12E % (shi xué jia) historian. i K (gl yan wit) Gu
Yanwu (1613-1682), late Ming and early Qing Confucian
philosopher, linguist and historian, played a founding
role in phonology of early Chinese, author of Rizhilu or
Record of daily study H&05. Bl 7 (li zi) case; (for)

instance; example.

-3 (jia) excellent; auspicious; to praise; to

commend. ¥§ (jing) quiet; peaceful; to make tranquil;
to pacify. #EM] (nidn jidn) in the years of; during those
years; period (of dynasty or decade). FE## (ft

jian) Fujian province (Fukien) in east China, abbr. 1§ or
[#], capital Fuzhou $&#M; Fujian province (Fukien) in
Taiwan. R E (zhang pti xian) Zhangpu county in
Zhangzhou ;&M| (zhang zhou), Fujian. B A (shang

rén) merchant; businessman.

47285} (jin xing jido yi) to carry out a transaction.

A UL (ké jian) it can clearly be seen (that this is the

case); it is (thus) clear; clear; visible.

{E4F (xin rén) to trust; to have confidence in.

IR BE (sd hua shud) as the proverb says; as they
say.... B (shéng shi) a flourishing period; period of
prosperity; a golden age. i #i (gt ddng) curio;
antique. L (luan shi) the world in chaos; troubled

times; (in Buddhism) the mortal world.

FES2 L (jit shi shuo) in other words; that is. A%
1 (tai ping shéng shi) peace and prosperity (idiom).

#% (zhi qidn) valuable; costly; expensive.

#%R (jin yin) gold and silver.

) (qi md) at the minimum; at the very least. £

i (kao pu) reliable; reasonable; probable.
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They can only continue to use

unstable coins

Gradually as the merchants use

Silver began to become the
main currency circulating in

the Ming Dynasty

This kind of civil behavior in

turn affected the government

Previously, China’s tax system
was that farmers turned in their

crops

In the Ming Dynasty, the
government asked the people

to use silver

Pay taxes and fees instead of

Crops

It’s convenient for the

government

Easy to use

From the Wanli period on, 90%
of the tax revenue has become

silver

China in the Ming Dynasty was

the world’s largest economy

Merchants use silver, trading

farmers use silver to pay taxes

The whole country began to

silver

This means there must be

enough silver

In order to keep the whole

C Olllltl‘y rua lll)illg

But as mentioned earlier,
China’s silver mines are not
rich
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JHE (zhi néng) can only; obliged to do sth; to have no

other choice.

it (Gian jian) gradually.

il (xing wéi) action; conduct; behavior; activity. )2
3 . . .
33K (fan guo 14i) conversely; in reverse order; in an

opposite direction.

BEUK (shui shou) taxation. HillJE (zhi du) system (e.g.
political, adminstrative etc); institution. f&E (néng
min) peasant; farmer. 1:4% (shang jizo) to transfer
(income, profits etc) to higher authorities. fR{E

) (néng zud wa) (farm) crops.

AR (rén min) the people.

B (daidd) to replace; to take the place

of. Bt (shui) taxes; duties.

PitE (li nidn) over the years; bygone years. Z8)Ji% (bian

chéng) to change into; to turn into; to become.

ZUPE (jido shui) to pay tax.

RS (yi wei zhe) to signify; to mean; to imply. 2}
. (x@t yao) must; have to. J& (26 gou) enough;

sufficient.

.

HEFF (wéi chi) to keep; to maintain; to preserve. J&
# (ylin zhuin) to work; to operate; to revolve; to turn

around.

B# (fayu) Fuyu county in Qigihar 3755718 /R (qf i ha

ér), Heilongjiang.
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Can’t cope with such a large-

scale silver demand

What to do? Japan next door

has a lot of silver

But the Ming Dynasty
implemented a maritime
prohibition policy most of the

time

The relationship with Japan is

not good either

Merchants who desperately
needed a lot of silver had to do
business secretly with Japanese

pirates

Trade silk and porcelain for

silver from Japanese pirates

Take it back to the country for
consumption and taxation. The
Ming Dynasty government

used these taxes

To fight against Japanese

pirates again

This actually formed a

malformed trading network

It means that the Ming Dynasty
government is fighting its own

money supplier

This situation is definitely not

sustainable

To solve the silver problem

The Ming Dynasty also opened

a sea ban in a short time
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A} (ying fu) to deal with; to cope. A 1 (bl
lido) unable to; without end. KB (da gui mo) large
scale; extensive; wide scale; broad scale. F#3R (xa

qiu) requirement; to require; (economics) demand.

Prise (gé bi) next door; neighbor. )& (dao
shi) contrary to what one might expect; actually;
contrariwise; why don't you. /% (bt shio) many; a

lot; not few.

KZHY (da dud shu) (great) majority. FHT (shixing) to
implement; to carry out; to put into practice. ¥ (hai
jin) prohibition on entering or leaving by sea. X

3R (zheéng ce) policy.

AT (jixt) to urgently need; urgent need. f&iE (wo
kou) Japanese pirates (in 16th and 17th century). $#
# (mi mi) secret. ffZE & (zuo shéng yi) to do business.

2244 (si chéu) silk cloth; sillk. ZE#% (ci qi) chinaware;
porcelain. #tH (huan qu) to obtain (sth) in exchange;

to exchange (sth) for (sth else).

I8l (hui gué) to return to one's home country. i

%% (xido féi) to consume; to spend.

15 (da j1) to hit; to strike; to attack; to crack down on

sth; blow; (psychological) shock; percussion (music).

JEMK (xing chéng) to form; to take shape. l§JE (ji
xing) deformity; abnormality. $5) (mao
yi) (commercial) trade. S (wang luo) network

(computing, telecommunications, transport etc).

5T (déng ya) to equal; to be tantamount to. M
T (gong ying shang) supplier. fEf% (zuo zhan) combat;
to fight.

F#8% (chi xt1) to continue; to persist; sustainable;

preservation.

RG] (dudn shi jian) short term; short time. FFH (kai
fang) to bloom; to open; to be open (to the public); to
open up (to the outside); to be open-minded;
unrestrained by convention; unconstrained in one's

sexuality.
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Fujian merchants began to do
business overseas and traveled

all over Asia

In the Philippines, they met
Europeans with large amounts

of silver in their hands

The silver in the hands of these

Eur()peuns

It was brought back from the

American colonies

At the same time, Europeans
also found that the goods of
these Chinese merchants are

selling well

Mainly silk and porcelain

Thus, a worldwide triangular

trade was formed

The Spanish set off from

Europe

Went to America to mine a lot

of silver

Shipped to Asia to buy Chinese

silk porcelain with silver

And then shipped back to

Europe for sale

This trade allows a large
amount of silver to flow into

China

Alleviated the problem of silver

shortage in China

The Ming Dynasty really

became the Silver Empire

But in 1618 a large-scale war

broke out in Europe

The war lasted for 30 years and

it didn’t end until 1648.

So the history is called “Thirty
Years War”
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{1438 (chii hai) to go out to sea. Z&H (jing shang) to

trade; to carry out commercial activities; in business. %

Hb (ge di) in all parts of (a country); various regions.

JEHEEE (féi 1 bin) the Philippines. #845 (wd you) to
PP y
grasp and own; to hold (power). BXYH A (6u zhou

rén) European (person).

1EJ2 (zheéng shi) (emphasizes that sth is precisely or

exactly as stated); precisely; exactly; even; if; just like;

in the same way as. JHRHl (zhi min di) colony.

—ffi (sanjido) triangle.

PHEESF N (xi ban yé rén) Spaniard; Spanish person.

HifE: (qidn wing) to leave for; to proceed towards; to

go.

i (xido shou) to sell; to market; sales

(representative, agreement etc).

i (lit r) to flow into; to drift into; influx; inflow.

PR (chéng) to weigh; to state; to name; name;

appellation; to praise.
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In order to pay for the military,
Spain’s silver mined from the

Americas

No longer flow into China

through triangular trade

But brought it back to Spain

This caused the Ming Dynasty
to instantly lose its main source

of silver

In these thirty years

The Ming Dynasty successively
experienced three emperors
Taichang, Tianqi and

Chongzhen

During this period, natural
disasters caused a shortage of

food

Shortage of silver makes
farmers’ taxation problems

more serious

In the end they had to leave the

land and rise up

In the next issue, let’s talk
about the leaders of the
peasant uprising at the end of

Ming Dynasty

The story of Chuang Wang Li

Zicheng
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31 (dai hui) to bring back.

[B%H) (shun jian) in an instant; in a flash. % (sh qu) to

lose. AT (14i yuén) source (of information etc); origin.

A (nidn zhong) within the year; in the middle of the

year; mid-year.

S5 (xian hou) early or late; priority; in succession;
one after another. # (tai) Mt Tai ZLL (tai shan) in
Shandong; abbr. for Thailand. | (chiang) prosperous;
flourishing. J& (qi) Qi son of Yu the Great & (yu),
reported founder of the Xia Dynasty E & (xia chdo) (c.
2070-c. 1600 BC). 54 (chéng zhén) Chongzhen, reign
name of last Ming emperor (1628-1644).

TEIXIIA] (zai zhe qijian) during time; in this time. K
%K (tian zai) natural disaster. fREX (lidng shi) foodstuff;

cereals. /R (gian) deficient; to owe; to lack; yawn.

WAL (fu shul) taxation.

3l (et di) land; soil; territory. i) (jié) to take the lid

off; to expose; to unmask. 4% (gan) pole.

VFH (jidng ming) to explain. fRFE X (néng min qi
yi) peasant revolt. Aith (ling xiu) leader.

[#F (chuing wing) Chuangwang or Roaming King,
adopted name of late Ming peasant rebel leader Li
Zicheng ZF B Ff (1605-1645). 22 E)& (Ii zi chéng) Li
Zicheng (1605-1645), leader of peasant rebellion at the

end of the Ming Dynasty.
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