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Chinese Modal Verbs g&(néng) VS £(hui)
https://youtu.be/d98Cxe59alA

Ni néng chi la ma?
: R BE Rz B M2

Can you eat spicy food?

W60 bu tai néng chila, ni ne?

B: & I~ X # Mz ¥, R We?
I can’t eat too spicy food. And you?
W hén néng chr la.

A & R BE Rz ER.

I can eat very spicy food.

Ni néng zud zhé ge gongzud ma?
2. AR OBE 8 X A IME g2
Can you do this job?
W6 néng.
B: & #&Eo

Yes, I can.

Mama, ni hui shuo Yingyu ma?
3.A: B, fR & B EE MG
Mum, can you speak English?
W6 bu tai hui shuo.
B: & * X & 1.

I am not good at it.
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Explanation

néng
To express Can, we can also use the modal verb §E.
1. §E+ verb: to express ability
to be able to do
W06 néng chi la.
1) & B M2 B

I can eat spicy food.

2. BE+verb+ quantity word +object:

1.

One’s ability is able to achieve that “quantity” degree
W0 néng chi liang ge hanbao.

) & 8 2 & N NE.
I can eat two hamburgers.
W6 néng hé yi ping hdng jia.

2) B OB IB— M 4B

I can drink one bottle of red wine.

hui néng

Making comparison between & and &

£ askill obtained by a learning process

W0 hui shuo Hanyd.
N & £ W NE
I can speak Chinese.
W4 hui zuo fan.
2) & = R

I can cook.
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Nidor hui feéi.
3 B)L & XK.
nidor fei
5)L %

2. §E: an ability which one doesn’t need to acquire

W0 néng chr la.

1) & B 2 %

W0 néng chi liang ge hanbao.
2) & s iz B A XNE

W0 néng hé yi ping hong jit.
3 & R B — M 4 A

bu hui bu néng
=. Making comparison between f~ £ and I~ ¢

1. £ one doesn’t possess a certain skill.

Baobao bu hui shuo hua.

N EE T = B &

Baobao shuo hua

EE o

Baobao bu hui zbu lu.
2) EF ~ = F B
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z6u lu

E B

2. AngE: itindicates that the temporary condition doesn’t allow you to do it, but you

can recover this ability afterwards.

W& bu néng shud hua.
N & 4 B W &

Ta bu néng zdu lu.

2) WA~ B E B

hén/féichang
/J. To use fR/34EH before the modal verb to intensify the degree

1. 1R/3dE&E + fE: the amount one can handle is a lot.

W6 hén néng chi la.

) & R B 2 B

W6 féichang néng chi la.
2) & FE B M2 .

2. fR/dEE+ £ : someone is good at sth.

Mama hén hui zuo fan.

1) @8 R = MR

Baba feichang hui kai ché.

2 88 5 = F %
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che kai ché

k3 F =

bu tai

Fi. Touse 4~ X before the modal verb to intensify the degree

1. To use /K before §E to stress the amount you can handle is few.

1)

2)

Tips:

1)

2)

3)

W4 bu tai néng chi 1a.

¥ A K B 2.

W bu tai néng hé ji.

¥ A~ K g § A
bai jill héng jill
=i AN
bai il

=] #

W5 bu tai néng hé bai jid.

¥ AKX E B A A

W0 bu tai néng hé héng jiu.

AR B IBO

W0 bu tai néng hé  pijiu.

® T KB IE A

pijit lie jiu

L] L

bai pu tao jit

BH#A&EE
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W& bu tai néng hé lié jit.

4 F A~ K g B AE.

2. To use K before £ to indicate that someone is not good at sth.

W3 bu tai hui chi xia.

N & T K = fz 4.

W0 bu tai hui shuo Hanyu.

2) B AT XK= W OXE.

néng
75. Using BE in a question.

1. To askif someone has ability to do sth., we can use:

Sb./sth. +§E+verb 1 ?

Ni néng chi la ma?
1) R g8 Rz 3] 15?

Ni néng hé yi ping héng jiut ma?
2) R B M@ — L £ B RS

Ni néng zu6 zhé ge gongzud ma?
3 e M x A~ Iff B2

2. To answer this question, we can use:

W6 néng. W6 bu néng./ Bu néng.
#* HE. ®* AEE./ T 8
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Ni néng chr la ma?
1) A: R 8 Bz ¥R 18?7

W6 néng.
B: & &t

W6 bu néng.
C: & 1~ &e.

Ni néng hé yi ping héng jit ma?
2) A fREE 1B — # 48

W6 néng.
B: & At

W4 bu néng.
C:¥& A Be.

Ni néng zud zhé ge gongzud ma?
3 A fRBE M X A~ IfE Mg

W6 néng.
B: & &t

W6 bu néng.
C:¥& A Be.
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1. Beableto
BE Vs 3
W0 néng chr la. W6 hui shuo Hanyu.
¥ B RZ B ¥ = i ONE
I can eat spicy food. I can speak Chinese.
W& néng heé yi ping hongjiu. Mama hui zuo fan.
¥ R IB — M OB EE = R
I can drink one bottle of red wine. Mum can cook.
W&o néng zud zhé ge gongzuo. Baba hui kai ché.
¥ OB M XA Ik B2 = %F.
I can do this job. Dad can drive a car.

2. 1R/3dEE (very/extremely)+modal verb
W0 hén néng chri fa.
1) & R B Rz B
I can eat very spicy food.
Mama féichang hui zuo fan.
2) & FFE = MR

Mum is very good at cooking.

3. XK (notreally)+ modal verb
W0 bu tai néng hé jit.
N & AKX g BB
I can’t drink too much alcohol.
W4 bu tai hui shud Hanyu.
2) AKX = W ONE.

I'm not good at speaking Chinese.
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