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“To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: ‘A man had two sons.”
Luke 15:11 (NLT)

“So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced
him, and kissed him.” Luke 15:20 (NLT)

“The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged
him...” Luke 15:28 (NLT)

“His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and
everything | have is yours. We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother
was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!”

Luke 15:31-32 (NLT)

JESUS OPENED THE DOOR TO THE FATHER:

¢ By what he taught.
¢ By how he lived.
¢ By how he died.

ENCOUNTERING THE FATHER’S HEART:

1. Invest with the Father.

“And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went
out to a desolate place, and there he prayed.” Mark 1:35 (ESV)
“In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in
prayer to God.” Luke 6:12 (ESV)
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are!” 1 John 3:1 (NIV-84)
2, to the Father’s Voice.

“One day when the crowds were being baptized, Jesus himself was baptized. As
he was praying, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit, in bodily form,
descended on him like a dove. And a voice from heaven said, “You are my dearly
loved Son, and you bring me great joy.” Luke 3:21-22 (NLT)
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The Father Speaks:

¢ Individually with his kids.
e Affirms with love.
e Corrects with care.

3. Receive the Father’s

“So Jesus explained, ‘I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He
does only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also
does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything he is doing. In fact,
the Father will show him how to do even greater works than healing this man.
Then you will truly be astonished.” John 5:19-20 (NLT)

“Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive
a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are God's children.” Romans 8:14-16 (NIV-84)

4, to the Father’s Will.

“And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, ‘Sit
here while | pray.” And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to
be greatly distressed and troubled. And he said to them, ‘My soul is very
sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” And going a little farther, he
fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from
him. And he said, ‘Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup
from me. Yet not what | will, but what you will.” Mark 14:32-36 (ESV)

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him.” John 14:6-7 (ESV)

“He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. But to all who believed
him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. They are
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth
that comes from God.” John 1:11-13 (NLT)

Every unmet need and unfulfilled expectation of your earthly dad

can find full redemption in your

Take your next step

1. time 2. listen 3. help
4. surrender 5. Heavenly Father [ 3 E
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