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Music in Two Voices 

Guitar music is often written in two or more voices or lines. Each voice represents an independent musical 
part. When guitar music is written in two voices, often the bass line, or lower sounding line, is written with 
the note stems pointing down and is played by the thumb, while the treble line, or higher sounding line, is 
written with the note stems pointing up and is played by the fingers. 
 
Look at the first measure of ͞Lección No. 2͟ below. Notice that the bass line has one half note and the treble 
line has an eighth rest followed by three eighth notes. These two voices occur simultaneously (the eighth 
rest in the treble line happens at the same time as the half note in the bass voice) and both lines have a 
rhythmic value that equals two quarter note beats. 
 

 
 

Lección No. 2 
 

Dionisio Aguado 
(1789 - 1849) 

 
 

 
  


