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“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to
comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on
them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a
garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of
righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor. They will
rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew
the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.”

Isaiah 61:1-4 (NIV)

God can turn a pile of ashes into

Ashes represent:
¢ Mourning. (Psalm 102:9)
e Mortality. (Genesis 3:19)

¢ Repentance. (Daniel 9:3)

How God can turn ashes into beauty:

1. God gives in the mourning.
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2. God gives in the losses.

“I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the
destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which | sent among you. You shall eat in
plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt
wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall
know that | am in the midst of Israel, and that | am the Lord your God and there is
none else. And my people shall never again be put to shame.”

Joel 2:25-27 (ESV)

God’s hope comes as we trust in him.

3. God gives in the rebuilding.

“They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of
his splendor. They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long
devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for
generations.”

Isaiah 61:3b-4 (NIV)

God’s strength comes as we humble ourselves before him.

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”

Psalm 34:18 (NIV) Take your next steps!

“To comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion...”
Isaiah 61:2b-3a (NIV)

God’s comfort comes as we turn to him.

1. a crown of beauty 2. comfort 3. hope 4. strength
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