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1. Introduction

The Guzheng, also known as Chinese Zither, is one of the most popular Chinese musical
instruments. The Guzheng has a beautiful sound. It is a Chinese plucked string instrument
with a more than 2,500-year history.
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2. The Guzheng Structure

The modern Guzheng commonly has 21, 25 or 26 strings, is 64 inches (163 cm) long, while the
oldest specimen yet discovered held 13 strings.

. Mt Face board
o 2. Hf4  Bridge

3. %94 Strings
4. W&l Front string bracket
5. %%k String axes
6. Y& Tuning box
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3 11. 5%4TF  Spanner for string modulation
12. #%4L Sound holes
13. JEKM Base board
14. % 3%4L  Holes for string holding
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3. Guzheng Picks
There are four picks in a set. A curving one is for the thumb, and the rest three straight ones are

for index, middle and ring fingers. The right size picks is the one that is equal in length or 1-2mm
longer than your first finger joint.

First, you cut 4 strips of the adhesive tape enough to wrap the tape around your finger two times
(approximately five to six inches), and tape on the picks to the adhesive tape.

Second, tape the thumb pick on to the thumb. The curve of the pick should face out at a 45-60
degree angle. The purpose of taping the thumb pick in this manner is that when you put your hand

naturally above the string, the curve is facing downward perpendicularly to pluck the string, so

you don’t have to twist your arm and wrist in order to pluck.
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4. Guzheng Scale

Guzheng is tuned in a major pentatonic scale
D major is D,E.#F, A B
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B EM&5ZF  Numbered Music Notation

1 2 3 5 6 1 2 3 5 6 1 2 3 5 6 1 2 &8 5 & 1
Strings #: 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

RESEMAEHF  Staff
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Strings# 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

. HEEE

L, DIREGI: 7EDURAEAL b, ¥4, 9, 14, 1955% DRMAIKE . KRS PEMEEXM3 (ni)
TEEIEREAN SR, AR, XS TG (do) .

2, FEECUMIN R, FRATRE ZAEDPWMEERE B, AEDVE im0 La RN & AN

3, WEFE: ECIEMIERE LT 255105, 10, 15, 2055% (CHMIMIRE . K% . hEfmEH XM
3mi) &) M4SN N4 (fa) &, [FFERATCOREEE%. WEF)E, ENEZRFRIL (do) &

4, PEB: FIFEFEFVREERE b, KPS (ni) &THEENERON (fa) &5, sEHEE%E, X
4 (fa) HEtA 9 FFEBIHH L (do)

5, AH: TEDUAZERE -, 1. 6. 11 16FF(RE (2D E . (K&, P EMEE X
1 (do) &) FRENT (si) ¥, BEEIREL, WIFRERXAT (si) HHAAMAERS (ni) .

5. Tuning of the Guzheng

Guzheng is generally tuned in the pentatonic major scale. The pentatonic major scale is a scale
where an octave has only 5 notes, do re mi sol la, or C D E G A when it's in the key of C. With
21 strings, this instrument covers 4 octaves.

The music score is written in jianpu, or numbered musical notation, where the numbers 1-7
represent the music notes. They are read as 1 - do, 2 - re, 3 - mi, 4 - fa, 5 - sol, 6 - la, and 7 - ti.
In the key of C; 1234567 will be C D E F G A B. An octave higher is noted by adding one
dot above the number, two octaves higher is noted by adding two dots above. An octave lower is
noted by adding one dot below the number, and two octaves lower is noted by adding two dots

below.
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