1.2: The Alphabet

Albanian is a phonetic language. This mean that, as a general rule, Albanian spelling directly
corresponds to the pronunciation of words. Each letter has a specific sound that doesn't change
in the context.

The alphabet has 36 letters, 29 consonants and 7 vowels, each presenting a different sound from
the other. Most of the letters in Albanian are recognizable and represent a similar sound as in
English. Others look familiar but represent different sounds. Nine letters are digraphs, which mean
they are written as a combination of two consonants but are considered to be a single letter.

Letter

Aa
Bb
Cc
Cg
Dd
DH dh
Be
Ff
Gg
Gl gj
Hh
Ii
Jj
Kk
L1
LL1
M m
Nn
NJ nj
Oo
Pp
Qq
Rr
RR 1r
Ss
SH sh

Tt

Similar English
sound
father

boy

cats, hats
charm, church
door, debt
they, then
bed

around, alone
Soot, far
goodbye

hat

interest, bead
yesterday
come, car
little

fall

morning

noon

sister
shower

talk

Example

akullore
babai
copé
canté
deré
dhome
era
héna
flamur
goca
gjuha
hotel
interesi
jeta
kémba
lule
llampa
moter
néna
njé

ora
puné
geni
radio
rreshkitésja
seminari
shumé

tavolina

(icecream)
(father)
(piece)
(bag)
(door)
(room)
(wind)
(moon)
(flag)
(girl)
(language)
(hotel)
(interest)
(life)
(foot, leg)
(flower)
(lamp)
(sister)
(mother)
(one)
(hour)
(work)
(dog)
(radio)
(slide)
(seminar)
(many)

(table)



TH th thin thoni (speak)

Uu e ura (bridge)
Vv very, van vera (wine)
X x dz Xixé (spark)
XH xh Joke xhaxha (uncle)
Yy e ylli (star)
7z zero zogu (bird)
ZH zh vision zhurmé (noise)

Double vowel letters:

In language like English, two vowels written together often represent a single different sound. But
in Albanian, two vowels together in a word are read as two distinct separate sounds. For example
the ae in aeroport is read aloud as two separate vowels.

Although Albanian is general a completely phonetic language. The only exception is the letter é.
When it is found at the end of a word, it is often silent. This letter & can sometimes be silent in the
middle of a word as well. For example, in the word “Mirédita,” (Good Afternoon) the & is also
considered silent.

Always Remember: When in doubt, Albanian is pronounced exactly the way it is spelled!



