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THE PATH TO FULFILLING HOPE

“Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”
Proverbs 13:12 (NIV)

“At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and
devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The
Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to him that he would not die until he
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when
Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required,
Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying,
‘Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. | have
seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people. He is a light to reveal
God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel” Jesus’ parents were
amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them, and he
said to Mary, the baby’s mother, ‘This child is destined to cause many in Israel to
fall, and many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will
oppose him. As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.
And a sword will pierce your very soul.” Luke 2:25-35 (NLT)

THREE PLACES WE LOOK FOR HOPE:

1. We look out at conditions and

e This leads to dissatisfaction.
2. We look inward at ourselves.
e This leads to discouragement.

“If you look at the world, you'll be distressed. If you look within, you’ll be
depressed. If you look at God, you will be at rest.” — Corrie ten Boom

3. Welook up to

e This leads to lasting fulfillment.

“He who has God and everything else has no more than he who has God only.”
—C. S. Lewis
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LOOK UP FOR:

1. God’s promise of his

“For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his
shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His government and its peace will never end. He will rule
with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The
passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!”
Isaiah 9:6—7 (NLT)

2. God’s promise of his

“All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive
a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God
is with us’).” Isaiah 7:14 (NLT)

3. God’s promise of his

“Come now, let’s settle this,” says the Lord. ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, | will
make them as white as snow. Though they are red like crimson, | will make them
as white as wool.” Isaiah 1:18 (NLT)

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent his Son
into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.”

John 3:16-17 (NLT)

1. circumstances 2. God 3. coming
4. nearness 5. salvation
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