BBC Men’s Bible Study – A Study of the Book of Revelation #4
Jesus Opens the Door of Heaven -Revelation 4:1-11

       From Jesus’ 7 love letters to his Bride in Asia Minor, we now turn our attention to the throne-room vision of Revelation 4-5. As the Bride of Christ, broken and beloved, what do we need more than anything else? We need a vision of God Himself… a vision of the occupied throne in heaven… a vision of the way things are and will be… a vision of Jesus and the glories of the redemption that he has won for us… a vision of the worship of heaven. Today, in particular, we will set our gaze on the throne and the One sitting on it, for this is “hope central”, and place and Person from which we receive living hope.


1 - THE OCCUPIED THRONE OF HEAVEN 
   After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”  2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne.

Open Door and Occupied Throne: How telling… how appropriate… what happened next after John received Jesus’ love letters for his Bride? Jesus gave John eyes to see what is going on behind and above the scenes of world history. The One who opens doors no man can shut, opened a door for John, and for us, to see all things from the perspective of heaven. Revelation is not about hysteria but history and hope!
Not an Abstract Doctrine but a Personal Encounter: In showing John what “must take place,” Jesus didn’t pull down charts, but he revealed the occupied throne of heaven! More than the doctrine of the sovereignty of God we need a vision of the Sovereign God!

2 - THE AWE-STRUCT OCCUPANTS OF HEAVEN
        4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.
         In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. 

God’s Covenant People: God’s throne is encircled by 24 thrones with 24 elders who probably represent the totality of redeemed mankind, symbolized by the 12 patriarchs of Israel and the 12 apostles of the Lamb. Their white garments represent the righteousness of Jesus with which believers are clothed (Rev. 3:4f, 18; 7:9; 19:8,14). The gold crowns are symbols of our royal calling to reign with Christ (Rev. 3:21; 22:5)

God’s Holy Presence: The thunder and lightning remind us of Mt. Sinai and other times God has spoken and acted in nature (Ex. 19:16; Psa. 18:13-15; Ezek. 1:13; 1 Sam. 2:10; Job 37:1-5). The Holy Spirit is symbolized by the 7 blazing lamps, as his ministry is often associated with fire Matt. 3:11; Acts 2:3ff; 1 Pet. 1:7; 1 Cor. 3:12ff). Perhaps the sea of glass is indicative of the immensity and serenity of heaven.

God’s Beloved Creation: The 4 living creatures probably represent either all of animate creation or the order of angels called cherubim (Ezek. 10:20; Gen. 3:24; Ex. 25:20). The “eyes” stand for constant awareness and vigilance. The number “4” represents the 4 quarters of the earth (Rev. 20:8); the 4 winds (Rev. 7:1; Matt. 24:31; Mk. 13:27); the 4 compass points (Lk. 13:29; Psa. 107:3). The 6 wings remind us of Isaiah and Ezekiel’s vision of angels (Isa. 6 and Ezek. 1).

3 - THE GOD-CENTERED WORSHIP OF HEAVEN
          Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives forever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” 

Setting Our Gaze: The main business of heaven is worship! Worship is the constant disposition of the residents of heaven because those who see God the most clearly worship him the most readily and fully. 

Hitting Our Faces: God is worshiped as Creator and Sustainer of all things. This affirmation is at the heart of a Biblical worldview. Christianity is not just a story about getting ready to die and going to heaven. It is a story of God bringing heaven to earth through the person and work of Jesus

Casting Our Crowns: A central feature of worship is “the casting of crowns.” This is a reminder that anything and everything we have received from God, has come to us, not by our merits, but by the merit of Jesus… who emerges in the next scene (Revelation 5) as both the Lord of creation and the Lamb of our redemption.
 
Questions for Reflection and Conversation: 
1. What had the most impact on you this week in preparation for today’s study, and what was most helpful and encouraging from the Bible study this morning? 
2. Scotty mentioned that the Occupied Thone of Heaven is the one the key “Alps” in the entire book of Revelation—really, in the whole Bible. Chat about this among yourselves. How does God’s sovereign rule over all things in all places all the time give us peace and hope, and fuel our worship and trust of him?
3. Brothers, think about it, since God “works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will” (Eph. 1:11), and is working in all things for your good (Rom. 8:28)... how should these 2 bold Biblical affirmations impact your current fears, struggles, and thought about how you want to invest the rest of your life? 
4. Close with a good season of prayer for each other, bringing each other to the occupied throne of grace.
