
Major Scale 
The Ionian mode, otherwise known as the major scale, is the first mode in the 
major scale system.  
 
When learning this scale, you use the fingerings 24/124/134, with the exception 
of the 3rd-string root scale.  
 
Because the B string is tuned differently, you begin that fingering with your 13 
fingers.  
 
You do this in both the one-octave shape, and the two-octave combined shape for 
this mode.  
 
As with all other major-based modes, modes with a major 3rd interval, the 3rd-
string fingering is altered compared to the other fingerings. 
 
The major scale introduces you to this fingering in a mode context, which 
prepares you to learn similar modes the same way.  
 
 
 

Major Scale Elements 

 
Ø Interval Pattern – R-2-3-4-5-6-7 
Ø Used Over – Major, maj7, maj6, and maj9 
Ø Characteristic Note – 4th 
Ø Genres – Many including Rock, Classical, Jazz, Pop, etc.  
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