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A PLACE FOR MERCY

Immerse, Part 3
Pastor Andy Wood
February 8-9, 2025

Last week’s reading: Luke 11:14 — Luke 24:53

This week’s reading: Acts 1:1 — Acts 12:24

“To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on
everybody else, Jesus told this parable: ‘Two men went up to the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed
about himself: “God, | thank you that | am not other men—robbers, evildoers,
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. | fast twice a week and give a tenth of all
| get.” But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to
heaven, but beat his breast and said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” | tell you
that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Luke 18:9-14 (NIV84)

Mercy is when | am of the penalty |

How To Experience Mercy:

1. Reject

“For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in
his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.” Ephesians 2:14 (ESV)

e Who do you have a tendency to look down upon?
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2. Recognize God’s standard.

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 (NIV)
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.”
1 Peter 2:24 (NIV)
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.”
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV)

e To what extent do you see your need for mercy?

3. and receive mercy.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” Matthew 5:7 (ESV)
“Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom,
because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been
merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.”

James 2:12-13 (NIV)

e  When was the last time you extended mercy?

Take your next steps!

1. spared 2. deserve 3. comparison
4. righteous 5. give

Follow us @saddlebackhk saddleback.hk
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