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FROM OBSTACLE TO OPPORTUNITY

Created to Dream, Part 4
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Every dream eventually encounters

“But now | said to them, “You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies
in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of
Jerusalem and end this disgrace!” Then | told them about how the gracious hand of
God had been on me, and about my conversation with the king. They replied at
once, ‘Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!” So they began the good work.”

Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NLT)

“But when Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem the Arab heard of our plan, they scoffed
contemptuously. ‘What are you doing? Are you rebelling against the king?’ they
asked. | replied, ‘The God of heaven will help us succeed. We, his servants, will
start rebuilding this wall. But you have no share, legal right, or historic claim in
Jerusalem.” Nehemiah 2:19-20 (NLT)

“Sanballat was very angry when he learned that we were rebuilding the wall. He
flew into a rage and mocked the Jews, saying in front of his friends and the
Samarian army officers, ‘What does this bunch of poor, feeble Jews think they’re
doing? Do they think they can build the wall in a single day by just offering a few
sacrifices? Do they actually think they can make something of stones from a rubbish
heap—and charred ones at that?’ Tobiah the Ammonite, who was standing beside
him, remarked, ‘That stone wall would collapse if even a fox walked along the top of
it Then | prayed, ‘Hear us, our God, for we are being mocked. May their scoffing
fall back on their own heads, and may they themselves become captives in a
foreign land!” Nehemiah 4:1-4 (NLT)

TURNING OBSTACLES INTO OPPORTUNITIES

1. difficulty on the path to the dream.

o Inthe creation.
o Inthe continuation.
o Atthe completion.

¢ No resistance means I’'m going nowhere.
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“A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s
armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For
we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and
authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and
against evil spirits in the heavenly places.” Ephesians 6:10-12 (NLT)

2. through the lies in difficulty.

“They were hoping to intimidate me and make me sin. Then they would be able to

accuse and discredit me. Remember, O my God, all the evil things that Tobiah

and Sanballat have done.” Nehemiah 6:13—-14a (NLT)
e Lies of Doubt.

e Lies of

e Lies of Distraction.

3. Leverage the difficulty for

e When it's hard you can: quit, complain, or keep going.

“They were just trying to intimidate us, imagining that they could discourage us
and stop the work. So | continued the work with even greater determination.”
Nehemiah 6:9 (NLT)

To get Pastor Andy’s podcast, please scan the QR code
(English only)

1. difficulty 2. expect 3. pray 4. discouragement 5. perseverance
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