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Addressing the connection between righteousness and justice

Isaiah 58:1-14 “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet; declare to my people their
transgression, to the house of Jacob their sins. * Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as if
they were a nation that did righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me
righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3 *Why have we fasted, and thou seest it not? Why
have we humbled ourselves, and thou takest no knowledge of it Behold, in the day of your fast you seek
your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers. 4 Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit
with wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard on high. ®Is such the fast
that | choose, a day for a man to humble himself? Is it to bow down his head like a rush, and to spread
sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, and a day acceptable to the LORD? ©”Is not this the
fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed
go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless
poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
& Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your
righteousness shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. ° Then you shall call, and
the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, Here | am. ”If you take away from the midst of you the
yoke, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, ' if you pour yourself out for the hungry and
satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the
noonday. " And the LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your desire with good things, and make
your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters fail not. ™
And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be
called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in. 2”If you turn back your foot from the
sabbath, from doing your pleasure on my holy day, and call the sabbath a delight and the holy day of the
LORD honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, or seeking your own pleasure, or talking idly; 4
then you shall take delight in the LORD, and | will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; I will feed
you with the heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

Micah 6:6-8 “With what shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall | come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for
the sin of my soul?” 8 He has showed you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?



Amos 5:21-24 “I hate, | despise your feasts, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies. ** Even
though you offer me your burnt offerings and cereal offerings, | will not accept them, and the peace
offerings of your fatted beasts | will not look upon. > Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the
melody of your harps I will not listen. >4 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.

Jeremiah 7:1-12 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Stand in the gate of the LORD’s
house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all you men of Judah who enter
these gates to worship the LORD. 3 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and
your doings, and | will let you dwell in this place. 4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: "This is the
temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD." 5 ”“For if you truly amend your ways
and your doings, if you truly execute justice one with another, 6 if you do not oppress the alien, the
fatherless or the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your
own hurt, 7 then | will let you dwell in this place, in the land that | gave of old to your fathers for ever. 8
“Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely,
burn incense to Baal, and go after other gods that you have not known, 10 and then come and stand before
me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, *We are delivered!” -- only to go on doing all these
abominations? 11 Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes?
Behold, | myself have seen it, says the LORD. 12 Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where | made my
name dwell at first, and see what | did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel.



