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Preface

This book documents my experiences as a volunteer with Whylslam.org.
Ever since 2009, I have helped facilitate dialogue with many different people,
answering questions about Islam and addressing misconceptions about my
faith. While many of the conversations were simple question-answer sessions,
quite a few were deep and engaging dialogues. I felt that it would be a great
loss if these interactions remained out of the public sphere, so I wrote this
book to share those conversations with people who might otherwise not have
the ability or opportunity to talk with a Muslim about the beliefs of our faith.

Over the course of these dialogues, I compiled an extensive list of resources,
documents, and other information that has benefited my conversation
partners. | have written this book in part to share reliable, authentic, quality
resources for those seeking information, and those who would like to know
which sources are reliable and reputable in a simple way.

This booklet is a collection of the deepest and most-controversial questions
've encountered over the years.

My hope is that this book can be a small step towards better understanding
and harmony.



Introduction

In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Ever-Merciful

What is Islam all about?

Islam is not a new religion. Rather, it is the same truth that God revealed

through all His prophets to every people. For over a fifth of the world’s
population, Islam is both a religion and a complete way of life. Muslims are
taught to be truthful, to be just, to help the needy, to honor their parents, and
to maintain good relations with neighbors and relatives.

The Qur’an tells Muslims to say: “We believe in God and what was revealed to
us, and what was revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the
Tribes, and what was given to Moses and Jesus and to the Prophets from their Lord.
We do not separate between them, and to Him we submit.” (3:84)

This is how Islam sees itself in relation to all other religions. The Message
revealed to Muhammad is considered God’s religion for humanity in its
final form. Muslims view Muhammad as the final successor to Jesus, Moses,
Abraham, and all the previous prophets. Muslims view the Qur’an as the
final Testament from God to humanity. Just as God sent revelation to
Moses and Jesus (peace be upon them), Muslims believe God sent revelation
to Muhammad (peace be upon him) to confirm, correct, and complete all
previous Scriptures.

The Qur’an says that God sent prophets to every community in history.
These prophets were men of high moral character chosen by God to teach
their people about their duty to God and to their fellow man. The Qur'an

teaches that this duty was always “submission and devotion to God” and to
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treat all God’s creation with equality and compassion.

“Islam” is simply the Arabic word for this duty of “submission and devotion”
to God.

“Muslim” is the Arabic word for “one who submits” to God and obeys Him.

Prophet Muhammad, like all the prophets before him, called people to
believe in and worship One God, to believe in His Angels, to believe in His
Prophets, to believe in His Revelations, to believe in the Day of Judgment,
and to believe in Divine Decree and Destiny.

Prophet Muhammad, like all the prophets before him, called people to bear
witness that there is no god but God and that he was God’s Messenger, to pray
regularly, to give charity regularly, and to fast as a form of self-purification.
Prophet Muhammad, like Prophet Abraham before him, called people to
make the pilgrimage to the Holy Sanctuary in Mecca, where the first house
of worship dedicated to God Almighty was built.

What was the Prophet’s message?

The Prophet Muhammad is defined in the Qur’an as a Giver of glad tidings
and a Warner. What he preached can be summarized by these passages from
the Qur’an:

Take not with God any other god; or you will end in disgrace and utter loss. Your
Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and that you be kind to your
parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a
word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of honor. And out of
kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and say: “My Lord! Have mercy on
them as they cared for me in childhood.”

Your Lord knows best what is in your hearts: If you do deeds of righteousness,
verily He is Most Forgiving to the oft-repentant. And give to the relatives their due
rights, and to those in want, and to the wayfarer: But do not squander your wealth.
Verily the wasters are brothers of the devils; and the Devil is ever ungrateful to his
Lord.

And even if you turn away from them for your Lord’s expected Mercy, speak to
them a word of kindness. Do not hold your hand back to your neck, nor over-stretch

it, for you would become blameworthy and destitute. Verily your Lord increases His
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bounty to whomever He pleases, and He decreases it. Truly He is ever Aware and
Watchful of His servants.

Kill not your children for fear of poverty: We shall provide for them and for you.
Verily the killing of them is a great sin. And do not come near adultery: for it is
shameful indecency, and an evil way.

And do not take life - which God has made sacred - except for justice. And
if anyone is slain wrongfully, we have given his heir authority; but let him not
transgress in retribution, for he has been helped. And do not come near to the
orphan’s wealth except to improve it, until he attains the age of full strength; and
keep your promises, for every promise will be questioned. Give full measure when
you measure, and weigh with a straight balance: that is fair and better in the end.

And do not follow what you do not know; for surely the hearing, the sight, and the
heart shall all be questioned. Nor walk the earth with insolence: for you cannot split
the earth asunder, nor reach the mountains in height. The evil of all such things is
ever hateful with your Lord. This is wisdom, which your Lord has revealed to you.
Take not with God any other god, lest you be thrown into Hell, blameworthy and
rejected.(17: 22-39)
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QUESTIONS ABOUT PROPHET
MUHAMMAD






Your Prophet Allowed Deceit

Q. How can I trust anything you say?? Your so-called ‘prophet” taught you
guys the concept of Taqiyya. That you “believers”may deceive non-believers
in any way, at any time, if it serves Islam. All this mainstream talk about

coexistence is just pure lies if it helps the greater spread of Islam.

The Prophet (pbuh) taught, “He who truly believes in God and the Last Day
should speak True, Righteous speech or keep silent.”

Taqgiyya is a false narrative invented to keep the public in fear of Islam and
Muslims. The motivation for propagating this false narrative are obvious: if
you can convince people that a group is inherently dishonest, then people
will believe that group is inherently dangerous. And if that group is believed
to be inherently dangerous, then people will naturally demonize them and
accept bigoted laws against them.

This fear-mongering tactic is not new. It was used against the Jews in Nazi
Germany, and it was used against Japanese-Americans during WWII. The
majority of people have never met a Muslim, so it is easy for the majority of
people to accept this propaganda.

Now let us tackle the actual concept of Taqiyya. Historically, this term
was used by classical Muslim jurists to allow a person who faces religious

persecution to withhold the identity of their faith in order to avoid bodily
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harm or death. The concept was particularly embraced by Shiites, who took
steps to hide their religious beliefs from the majority Sunnis. Indeed, part of
the reason for Sunni distrust of Shiites is because Sunnis regard Taqiyya as
part of Shiite practice.

Khaled Abou El Fadl, professor of law at the University of California at Los
Angeles, is a leading authority on Islam. He said, “Yes, it is permissible to hide
the fact you are Muslim [if a person is under threat] as long as it does not involve
hurting another person. But there is NO concept that would encourage a Muslim
to lie to pursue a goal. THAT IS A COMPLETE INVENTION. Any Muslim is
raised on the idea that lying is a sin.”

Another expert on Islamic law, Noah Feldman of Harvard Law School, said,
“Taqiyya is dissimulation when one is being oppressed or tortured or having one’s
views banned, a bit like Jesuit dispensation to lie under oath when your life is in
danger.”

Omid Safi, director of the Duke University Islamic Studies Center, said “the
Tagiyya conversation is today part and parcel of the Islamophobic attack against
American Muslims, in which no matter what a Muslim says, he or she can’t be
trusted.”

In addition, consider that even Prophet Muhammad’s bitterest enemies,
such as Abu Jahl, Abu Sufyan, and Umaiyya all acknowledged that Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) never lied. In fact, when Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) first
announced his prophethood to the Meccans, he asked them if they would
believe his testimony. They all responded, “Of course; we have never known
you to tell a lie.” Prophet Muhammad’s attachment to truth was so strict that
he even instructed his followers to joke only if there was no lie in the joke.

In conclusion, Taqiyya is a term from classical Islamic law books that has
been hijacked by anti-Muslim demagogues to silence the moderate majority
of Muslims. That is what these conversations are for: to refute false narratives

with facts, and to set the record straight - nothing more; nothing less.



Muhammad and A’isha

Q. I have often heard and read that Muhammad had sexual intercourse with
a 9year old girl when he was in his 50s. Can you please verify if this is true
it not? I have previously asked other practicing Muslims this question and
most try to change the subject or become defensive. Any honest response or

clarification would be most appreciated.

Prophet Mohammad’s youngest and only virgin wife was Aisha, the daughter
of his life-long friend and companion. Her age at the time of marriage is NOT
certain because there are conflicting reports (each of equal authenticity) as to
how old Aisha was when she married Prophet Muhammad. The only thing
that is certain is that their marriage was contracted about 2 years before the
Muslims migrated to Medina and consummated about 1 year after.

According to the most prevalent Hadith reports, Aisha was born 8 years
before the Migration, so she was six or seven years old when she was married
to Muhammad and nine when the marriage was consummated.

However, other traditional sources disagree. Ibn Khallikan and Ibn Sa’d
al-Baghdadi and Tabari all report that each of Abu Bakr’s four children were
born before the Prophet’s first revelation (610 CE). This means Aisha was at
least 12 in 622 CE when the Muslims migrated to Medina. This implies that
Aisha was 13 or 14 when the marriage was consummated.

In another traditional source, Aisha herself reported that, “T was a young

5



TOP 15 TOUGH QUESTIONS ON ISLAM

girl (jariya)” when the 54th chapter of the Qur’an was revealed. It is known
from other sources that the 54th Surah of the Qur’an was revealed five years
before the Migration. Therefore, according to this report, Aisha had not only
been born before the revelation of the referred chapter, but was actually a
young girl at the time of this Surah’s revelation. The Arabic word “jariya”
refers to a girl between 6 to 10 years old, so she would have been between
age 12 to 16 when her marriage was consummated.

In another traditional source, Aisha is reported to have died in the 58th
year after Migration when she was 70 years old. This implies she was 12 or
13 when the Muslims migrated to Medina and therefore she was 13-14 when
her marriage was consummated.

Finally, other traditional sources report that Aisha’s elder sister, Asma, was
ten years older than Aisha. It is reported in Taqreeb al-Tehzeeb as well as
in Ibn Kathir’s Al-Bidayah wal-Nihayah that Asma died in the 73rd year
after Migration when she was 100 years old. Now, obviously if Asma was
100 years old in the 73rd year after Migration, she should have been 27 or
28 years old at the time of Migration. If Asma was 27 or 28 years old at the
time of hijrah, Aisha should have been 17 or 18 years old at that time. Thus,
if Aisha got married in year about 1 year after Migration, she must have been
between 18 to 19 years old when her marriage was consummated.

In conclusion, there are conflicting reports as to how old Aisha was when
she married Prophet Muhammad. The sources point to age 9 or 13-14 or
16-19. Also, remember that birthdays and death days were not precisely
recorded in this time period. Therefore, a person’s reported age was nothing
more than a best-estimate, not a historical certainty.

Regardless of her disputed age, the marriage could not have been consum-
mated until AFTER she reached puberty. In many cultures, women are or
were married years before a marriage is consummated. The custom of early
betrothal and marriage continued until the late 19th and early 20th century
in much of the world, including Europe and North America, where there are
still many states that allow for underage marriage.

What all the records agree upon is that Muhammad and Aisha had a loving

and egalitarian relationship, which set the standard for reciprocity, tenderness
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MUHAMMAD AND A'ISHA

and respect enjoined by the Qur’an. Insights into their relationship, such
as the fact they liked to drink out of the same cup or race one another, are
indicative of a deep connection which belies any misrepresentation.

Therefore, even if she was in fact nine years old, this marriage is justified
for the following reasons:

(a) She reached the full age of puberty. This is the standard around the
world for tribal societies. To this day, the Bedouin tribes of Arabia, the tribes
of Papua New Guinea, and the Yanomamo tribe of the Amazon Basin all have
their girls marry as soon as they complete their first menstrual cycle. Tribal
societies do not have “adolescence” as more developed societies do. They
have “coming of age” which is between 9-12 for girls and 11-13 for boys.
When boys and girls “come of age” they are considered adults and are allowed
to participate in adult activities like sex and marriage.

Since Islam is for all people and all times, Islam does not impose an arbitrary
minimum age for marriage. Instead it states that so long as the bride and
groom are both physically mature (post puberty) and their families agree to
the union, then that marriage is valid. Islam leaves the minimum marriage
age to the custom of the society. Therefore, it is perfectly OK for a developed
society to set that age according to their custom (16 or 18 usually) just as it
is OK for a tribal society to set that age according to their custom (9 or 10
usually).

(b) The marriage happened 1,400 years ago, not today. It is wrong to project
modern sensibilities on a time and place so far removed from our own. That
is the fallacy of presentism, a cultural bias against past societies based on
current norms. At that time, their marriage was not considered strange or
blameworthy. . . the proof of this is that the enemies of the Prophet at that
time did not criticize this marriage. They attacked Muhammad on many
different issues, but they never criticized his marriage to Aisha.

(c) Aisha indicated how happy and honored she felt to be married to prophet
Mohammad. If she was unhappy or miserable because of this marriage, she
would not have narrated so many positive, instructive stories and sayings
about him. She definitely would not have mentioned the love and tenderness

that existed between them.



The Prophet’s Wives

Q. Why did your Prophet have so many wives?!? He had even more than

your Quran allowed!

By Dr. Jamal Badawi:

The Prophet exemplified the ideal of one wife. He was married to his

wife Khadijah for 25 years and he only remarried after she died. His plural
marriages later in his life were due to his unique mission to be an example for
the Muslim community: Taking care of widows, reconciling families through
marriage, freeing slaves, and educating his wives in the teachings of Islam.

Consider this. . . He married only one wife during his youthful, vigorous
years, so it is far-fetched that the number of wives was due to personal designs
or physical wants. Anyone who doubts the moral integrity of Muhammad
on account of his marriages has to explain the following: Why did he start
his first marriage at the age of 25 after having had no association with any
female? Why did he choose a twice-widowed older lady who was 15 years
senior to him? Why did he stay married only to her; not taking any additional
wives until after her death?

Therefore. . . The matter is not so simple as to be interpreted in terms
of manly love and desire for women. It calls for honest reflection. Had the
Prophet (pbuh) been lustful, he would have opted to marry when he was in his

prime youth, a period when desire for sex is at its peak. However, he married
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THE PROPHET’S WIVES

several wives only after he had grown into old age, when desire for women is
less.

So why DID the Prophet marry additional wives?

The first reason was to protect and support a widow. By marrying Sawda, he
set the example of marrying elderly widows. By marrying Umm Salamah, he
set the example of marrying widows with children. By marrying Maymunah,
he set the example of marrying widows who initiated proposal.

The second reason was to cement bonds with close followers and other
clans. By marrying Aisha, he cemented his relationship with Abu Bakr, his
First Successor. By marrying Hafsa, he cemented his relationship with Umar,
his Second Successor. By marrying Juwairiah, he gained the support of her
clan and their allied tribes. By marrying Safiyah, he neutralized a great section
of the hostile Jews of Arabia. By accepting Umm Habibah, he softened the
heart of her father Abu Sufyan, and paved the way for his conversion to Islam.

The third reason was to abolish corrupt traditions. Before Islam, the Arabs
forbade divorcees to remarry and treated adopted sons as real sons. By
marrying Zaynab, the divorcee of his adopted son, Zaid, the Prophet showed
that adoption does not make the adopted child a real son of the adopting
father. He also showed that marriage is lawful for divorcees.

Incidentally, this very Zaynab was Muhammad’s cousin, and had been
offered to him for marriage before she was taken by Zaid. He refused her then,
but after she was divorced he accepted her for the two legislative purposes:
the lawful marriage of divorcées and the real status of adopted children.
The story of this Zaynab has been associated in some minds with ridiculous
fabrications as regards the moral integrity of Muhammad. These vicious
fabrications are not even worth considering here (see Qur’an, 33:36,37,40)

In Conclusion, the Prophet’s (pbuh) additional marriages were for these
reasons: to protect and support a widow, to cement bonds with other clans,

and to abolish corrupt traditions.
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Islam’s Ultimate Goal

Q. I hear over and over that one of the goals of Islam is world domination,
S0 at some point, it is to be the only religion left on Earth. The ends justify
the means, so if it takes Jihad, so be it. This seems extremist to me and not
mainstream. Is this goal true and how it is to be realized? I also see a term,
Dhimmitude, that means all non-Muslims will have to surrender to true

believers in order to be allowed to live. Is that an accurate definition??

World domination is NOT the ‘goal’ of Islam. The mission of Prophet
Muhammad was not political, social, or economic reform, although such
reforms were a logical consequence of his mission. His mission was not the
unity of a nation and the establishment of an empire, although the nation did
unite and vast areas came under one government. His mission was not the
spread of a civilization or culture, although many civilizations and cultures

developed. His mission was only to deliver the Message of God to all the

peoples of the world and to invite them to submit to God alone, while
being the foremost among those who submitted.

Having said that, the Prophet did predict that eventually Islam would reach
the farthest regions of the earth. However, this is just a prediction of how far
Islam would spread. It is not a command to eliminate other religions. The
Muslim sees himself as an ambassador of God, reaching out to all people and

inviting them to worship God and work righteousness on Earth. Those who
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accept are welcomed as new brothers and sisters. Those who reject are free
to continue living with their old faith. A person who denies God still has all
the rights to life, wealth, family, honor, and intellect that a Muslim has.
These are fundamental human rights in Islamic law, regardless of whether a
human being believes or disbelieves.

As for Jihad, this is the most misunderstood concept in our faith. The
word Jihad comes from the root word ‘jahada, which means ‘struggle. At
the individual level, jihad primarily refers to the inner struggle of being a
person of virtue and submission to God in all aspects of life. It does not
mean “holy war.” Jihad on the battlefield, in the Islamic perspective, is the last
resort, and is subject to stringent conditions (no harming non-combatants,
no demolishing buildings, no cutting down crops, no killing of prisoners).

The Qur’an says: To those against whom war is made, permission is given
to fight because they are wronged, and verily God is their strongest helper.
Those who have been driven from their homes unjustly, for no cause except
that they say,"Our Lord is God.” If God did not check one set of people with
another, many monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques —in which
the Name of God is remembered often— would have been leveled. -Qur’an
(22:39-40)

Moreover, the Qur’an says: And why should ye not fight in the cause of
God and of the oppressed Men, women, and children whose cry is, “Our Lord!
Rescue us from this town whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from
Thee one who will protect; and raise for us from Thee one who will help!
-Qur’an (4:75)

Thus the conditions of physical Jihad are clearly defined in the Qur’an.
Regardless of how legitimate a cause may be, Islam does not condone the
killing of innocent people. Terrorizing the civilian population, whether by
individuals or states, can never be termed as jihad and can never be reconciled
with the authentic teachings of Islam. The ends NEVER justify the means in
Islam.

The Quran says: God does not forbid you, regarding those who have not
fought you for your faith, nor expelled you from your homes, that you should
be kindly to them, and act justly towards them; surely God loves the just.
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ISLAM’S ULTIMATE GOAL

God only forbids you as to those who have fought you in religion’s cause, and
expelled you from your habitations, and have supported in your expulsion,
that you should take them for friends. And whosoever takes them for friends,
those are the evildoers. Quran (60:8-9)

So God REQUIRES that Muslims treat non-Muslims who do not attack
Muslims or drive them from their homes with goodness and equality.

Regarding your last question, Dhimmitude is an Islamophobic term that was
invented to scare people away from even learning about Islam. As mentioned
before, a person who rejects Islam still has all the rights to life, wealth, family,
honor, and intellect like a Muslim.

The actual Arabic word is Dhimmi, which means “protected.” Islam teaches
that all able-bodied men are religiously required to defend their community’s
homes, lives, and faith by serving in the armed forces of the nation. However,
since Islam does NOT force anyone to be Muslim, non-Muslims living
in an Islamic land pay a compensation tax called jizya in lieu of military
service. Why are they called “protected” citizens? They benefit from the army
protecting them without joining the army itself.

The rate of jizya is less than the religiously mandated tax on Muslims to
support the poor. If any able-bodied non-Muslim man wishes to join the
Muslim armed forces, then he can do so and no jizya is due from him. There
have been several non-Muslim communities (mainly Christian Arab tribes),
who chose to serve in the army instead of paying the jizya tax. In conclusion,
men are expected to defend their nation by serving in the armed forces. If
a non-Muslim man does not want to contribute to the defense of the state
with his efforts, he is required to contribute to the defense of the state with
his money. Women, children, handicapped, and elderly persons do not pay
this tax because they are not required to serve in the military.

Check out these sites if you want to see what unbiased non-Muslims say
about Islam and Muslims:

http://www.islamicity.com/Mosque/aboutislam.htm

As for the allegation that Muslims do not condemn terror attacks, check
out this link:

http://theamericanmuslim.org/tam.php/features/articles/muslim_
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voices_against_extremism_and_terrorism_part_i_fatwas/0012209

And this link:

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ali-eteraz/the-myth-of-muslim-condem_
b_67904.html

An average of 20,000 American citizens accept Islam each year. Over
50% of these converts are women. If Islam really is the way the fear-mongers
claim it is, why would these law-abiding, US born-and-raised people accept
Islam? Why else except that they found a truth beyond the lies and slander
that is filling the media space. They found that rather than oppressing women,
Islam is a Woman’s Magna Carta (Yvonne Ridley, 2002). Rather than a religion
of hatred and strife, Islam is a way to achieve inner and societal peace (Kenneth
L. Jenkins, 1986).

There is much misinformation and propaganda against Islam these days,
so it is natural for you to feel distrust and even hate. We are here to set the
record straight; but we can only do so if you are willing to listen to our
side of the story. REMEMBER: With dialogue comes understanding.
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[slam - Static or Dynamic?

Q. Religions evolve as time passes. Most religions have, but why is Islam

still struggling to modernize in today's secular and largely diverse world?

The assumption is that since other religions have changed over time, Islam
should change over time. We refute this understanding because Islam is not
just a religion but a complete guide for living a life that is in harmony with
the Creator and in tune with all of His creation. If we believe that there is
such a thing as absolute truth and absolute values, then we must also believe
that God would champion such values.

The principles, values, and fundamental rulings should be constant; valid
for all times and all peoples. It is only the implementation of the principles
or the auxiliary rulings that should be open to change. Otherwise, how can
we know we are still walking on God’s Guidance?

There is some misconception that re-interpreting Islamic Law stopped
back in the Middle Ages. This is totally false. Colonial domination and rapid
technological change forced Islamic scholars across the board to revisit many
previous rulings to make them relevant to their times. Re-interpreting Islamic
Law is alive and well in this day and age, even in Saudi Arabia. So what are
the conditions where re-interpreting Islamic Law would be seen as legitimate
and not just cherry-picking and wishful-thinking?

Let us start with the full passage in the Qur’an on the subject:
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Surely, for men and women who have surrendered [to God]—
believing men and believing women, obedient men and obedient
women, truthful men and truthful women, patient men and patient
women, humble men and humble women, charitable men and
charitable women, fasting men and fasting women, men and women
who guard their chastity, men and women who are ever mindful of
God—God is ready with forgiveness and an immense reward. It is
not fitting for a believing man or woman to exercise any choice in
his or her own affairs once God and His Messenger have reached a
decision upon them. Anyone who disobeys God and His Messenger is
in manifest error. (33:35-36)

Now let us look at a well-known, authentic saying of the Prophet:

The Prophet sent Mu’adh to Yemen and asked him: “How will you judge the
cases?” He replied: “I will judge according to the Book of Allah.” The Prophet asked:
“But if you do not get anything there, what will you do?” He said: “I will refer to
the Sunnah of the Prophet.” The Prophet asked: “But if you do not get it even there,
what will you do?” He replied: “I will exercise my judgment.” Hearing this, the
Prophet patted Mu'adh on the shoulder and said: “Praise be to Allah who has guided
the Messenger of His Messenger to what pleases His Messenger.”

So we go to the Qur’an first, then the Sunnah, then the understanding of
the Companions, and then finally the personal interpretation of a qualified
scholar. So what does this entail? There are many classifications of texts
that are used to see if a decisive ruling has been stipulated by the Qur’an, the
Sunnah, or the Companions. [ will mention only the top three:

1. Conditional vs. Unconditional

2. Specific vs. General

3. Implicit vs. Explicit

Without going into too much gory details, if the text of the Qur’an, or the
Hadith, or the saying of a Companion can be shown to be Explicit or General
or Unconditional, then the ruling of the text is DECISIVE and therefore
not open to further interpretation (as per the above verse). Furthermore,
if the text-in-question is Conditional or Specific and it can be shown that

the situation-in-question meets the Conditions or Specification of the text-
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in-question, then again the ruling of the text is DECISIVE and so not open
to further interpretation. Only if both of these if-statements are false can a
scholar legitimately make a ruling that is different from previous rulings.

We will give three examples for better understanding.

1. Adultery is Explicitly, Generally, and Unconditionally denounced in both
Qur’an and Sunnah. Therefore, no matter how many people would like to
indulge in adultery and fornication, this act is a sinful and condemned action
in Islam. No amount of “culture” or widespread acceptance can change its
ethical and moral status in the eyes of God and God-fearing men as something
inappropriate for humans to do.

2. Alcoholic drinks are Explicitly and Conditionally prohibited in the
Qur’an and Sunnah. The only Condition where this prohibition is relaxed is
the case of extreme need or coercion. So if a person is dying of thirst in the
desert and he stumbles across a bottle of wine, there is no sin on him if he
drinks it to quench his thirst. If someone forces him to drink, again there is
no sin on him. However, in the absence of these qualifying conditions, then
consumption of alcoholic drinks are ethically and morally inappropriate in
the eyes of God and God-fearing men, regardless of it popularity.

3. Cigarettes are not mentioned in either Qur’an or Sunnah. When they
became available in the early 17th century, Islamic scholars looked at similar
substances to decide whether they were permissible. At that time, the closest
thing that resembled them was raw garlic and onion: they left a bad odor in
one’s mouth after consuming them. So scholars gave them the same ruling:
“discouraged;”it is better not to smoke, but no sin if you do.

In the latter half of the 20th century, research emerged about the toxicity
and danger these products pose to smokers and people around smokers. So
Islamic scholars revisited the rulings. Why? Because the conditions that were
known at the time of the first ruling were no longer true. It was now known
that cigarettes are harmful, so their analogy is no longer to bad-smelling but
benign garlic and onions. Since the Prophet said, “Do not harm and do not
be harmed,” they now have the same ruling as poison: “prohibited.”

In conclusion, the constancy of Islamic Law is a benefit, not a liability. It

allows Muslims the world over and throughout the centuries to maintain a
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common cultural identity and set of cultural norms that bring out the best in
individuals and societies. This is because we believe that God designed all

ethical guidelines and rules for our individual and collective benefit.
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Q. The Quran is clear about the punishment that Allah has in store for non-
Muslims just on the basis of their faith. By these verses, a person of the
standing of Mahatma Gandhi or Mother Teresa will go to hell just because
they believe in gods other than Allah. Why is it that their deeds are not taken
into account? According to [other] verses, it is Allah himself that has sealed
the hearts, ears and eyes of the disbelievers and then sends them to burning
hell for their faith, how does this reconcile with the premise of a merciful

and loving god?

To begin, we remind ourselves that Allah is simply the Arabic word for “The
God’, so [ will use Allah and God interchangeably in our discussion. I mention
this so there is no misunderstanding. Now then, there are three separate
topics that this question addresses:

A. Why is Islam called a religion of tolerance?

B. Why is it that the good deeds of disbelievers are not taken into account?

C. How is it fair for God to punish disbelievers when He says that He leads

them astray?
We will address these topics in separate sections, God-willing.

TOLERANCE
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This topic confounds two separate issues as if they were related or inter-
dependent.

1. To say that “Islam is a religion of tolerance” means Islam teaches its
followers to be fair, kind, an,d cordial with followers of other religions.

2. To say that “God will punish those who died as disbelievers” means Islam
teaches that God has criteria for how He will judge humanity and that the
one most-critical criteria is correct /belief in God.

These two statements are not contradictory. I can easily say “God will punish
disbelievers in the Here-After,” and at the same time say “God has commanded us
to treat disbelievers with excellence and fairness in the Here-and-Now.”

Islam teaches that people will be resurrected body and soul to be judged by
God according to their faith and deeds. Paradise is for those who dedicated
their worship only to God, who continuously sought His forgiveness, and
who lived moral lives according to the authentic teachings of their Prophet
and Scripture. Hell is the final dwelling place of those who denied God,
worshiped other beings besides God, or rejected the call of the prophets.

Hell is also the temporary abode of those who had faith, but led sinful,
unrepentant lives. This is because the Qur’an says: Surely, God will not
forgive the ascribing of partners to Him. But He forgives whoever He
will for anything other than that. Whoever ascribes partners to God
has strayed far indeed. (4:116)

So those who had faith, but led sinful, unrepentant lives will be punished
in Hell until their sins have been purged and their souls have been purified.
Once this purification is complete, by God’s mercy they will be taken out of
Hell and admitted into Paradise.

This is because the Qur’an tells us that the whole REASON why God created
people on this earth was so they could know God. This worldly life is just a
test to see who would seek to know God; and from this knowledge, love God;
and from this love, worship and serve Him on HIS terms not ours. Therefore,
a person who denies God or refuses to worship Him as He has commanded
has failed to fulfill his purpose of existence.

Having said all that, a person who denies God still has all the rights to life,

wealth, family, honor, and intellect that a Muslim has. These are fundamental
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human rights in Islamic law, regardless of whether a human being believes
or disbelieves. So a disbeliever has the right to “live their lives;” however,
Islam teaches that the final state of such a person is NOT the same as one
who believes.

The Qur’an says:

There is no compulsion in faith... (2:256)

If your Lord had so wished, all would have believed; will you then
force people to believe? (10:99)

Say, “This is Truth from your Lord”: Let he who wishes believe, and
let he who wishes reject... (18:29)

The Prophet said, “Whoever hurts a non-Muslim at peace with us hurts me,
and he who hurts me offends God” and, “He who hurts a non-Muslim at peace with
us, [ am his adversary; and I shall be his adversary on the Day of Judgment” and,
“Anyone who kills a non-Muslim who has a pact of peace with us will not smell the
fragrance of Paradise.”

From this, Islamic scholars are unanimous that the life, property, and honor
of non-Muslims who do not attack Muslims or drive them from their homes
are as sacred as the life, property and honor of Muslims.

That is what tolerance means. It means that even though [ believe that what
you are doing is wrong and that you will be held to reckoning because of it,
I still treat you with good words and kind acts. God alone judges men, so
God alone has the right to punish men for their disbelief in Him. This is not
intolerance; this is God’s right as The Law-Giver to make commandments
and His right as The Reckoner to punish people in the Here-After for failing
to obey His commandments.

In conclusion, the issue of Here-After punishment of disbelievers by God
is separate and independent from the issue of righteous treatment towards
disbelievers by believers. Therefore, Islam IS a religion of tolerance because it
EXPLICITLY teaches in both Qur’an and Hadith that Muslims must treat non-

Muslims who do not commit aggression with honor, fairness, and excellence.

SALVATION

What are the requirements of salvation? Why is it that even a good person
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would go to hell for being an atheist or a believer in Trinity or a believer of
multiple gods?

We have already said i