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HOPE IN DARKNESS
Pastor Andy Wood
September 2-3, 2023

“I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace
because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

Romans 15:13 (NLT)

GOD'S PROMISES FOR YOUR PAIN

1. God won't your pain.

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”
Genesis 50:20 (ESV)

“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those
who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.”
Romans 8:28 (NLT)

2. God will be

“When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their
troubles. The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.”
Psalms 34:17-18 (ESV)

“Even though | walk through the darkest valley, | will fear no evil, for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” Psalms 23:4 (NIV)

3. Godis again.

“And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the
believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. For
since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that
when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 (NLT)

Once life with God begins, it never

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come
to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9 (NIV)
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How do | experience God's promise in my life?

“That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being
renewed every day. For our present troubles are small and won't last very long.
Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! So
we don't look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things
that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things
we cannot see will last forever.”

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT)

Fix your eyes on

“He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with
pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held
him in low esteem. Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment
that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.”

Isaiah 53:3-5 (NIV)

Take your next step
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