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Japanese emperor to reconnect with the River Thames in state visit meant to bolster ties with U.K.

1) Before Emperor Naruhito of Japan attends a banquet hosted by King Charles
III, lays a wreath at Westminster Abbey, or tours one of Britain’s premier
biomedical research institutes, he’ll kick off this week’s trip to the U.K. by visiting
a site that has special meaning for him: The Thames Barrier. (banquet #££% lay a
wreath {£#Z&E(7$ abbey XFkx premier —ii biomedical £HEZD]

2) While the retractable flood control gates on the River Thames don’t top most lists of must-see tourist
sights, the itinerary underscores the emperor’s fascination with the waterway that is the throbbing heart of
London. (retractable M TE8, Ao dd543 underscore #553, EEIEF BT 3 fascination fE TN B_E
throbbing FFFF+98. BEDT S

3) That interest was born 40 years ago when Naruhito studied 18th-century commerce on the river as a
graduate student at the University of Oxford. But those two years, chronicled in his memoir “The Thames
and I,” also forged a special fondness for Britain and its people. The future emperor got a chance to live
outside the palace walls, seeing the kindness of strangers who rushed to help when he dropped his purse,
scattering coins across a shop floor, and experiencing traditions like the great British pub crawl.

[chronicle FEERIZE4E memoir [EEER fondness Z4F, 474 scatter FZF45F pub crawl (EB)IZL ZF]

4) “It would be impossible in Japan to go to a place where hardly anyone would know who I was,” Naruhito
wrote. “It is really important and precious to have the opportunity to be able to go privately at one’s own
pace where one wants.”

5) Naruhito and Empress Masako, who studied at Oxford a few years after her husband, returned to the U.K. on
Saturday for a weeklong stay combining the glitter and ceremony of a state visit with four days of less formal
events that will allow the royal couple to revisit their personal connections to Britain, (glitter &5 42 FB&

6) The trip, originally planned for 2020, was intended to be the emperor’s first overseas visit after he
ascended the Chrysanthemum Throne in 2019. But it was delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic. He later
attended Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral. lascend the Chrysanthemum Throne Z{/Z# &7 E]

7) The state visit begins Tuesday, when Charles and Queen Camilla will formally
welcome the emperor and empress before they take a ceremonial carriage ride to
Buckingham Palace. Naruhito will also lay a wreath at the tomb of the unknown soldier
in Westminster Abbey then return to the palace for a state banquet.
[the tomb of unknown soldier #EHE ELDE = E[F/(LIF/Z/F warrior]

Barrier, a series of retractable steel gates that protect London from flooding while
allowing ships to continue navigating the river. After the state visit, he and his wife

~ will have time to tour their old colleges at Oxford./pomp FEHE circumstance EDED
LS, Eztito/sC& XThe Pomp and Circumstance BRZE 2]

9) It was at Merton College that the future emperor, who was born Hironomiya Naruhito, was known
simply as Hiro because it was easier for faculty and students to remember the nickname (and because the
prince liked the sound of it), he wrote in “The Thames and I.”One of his greatest joys at Merton was to go to
the Middle Common Room, a meeting place for graduate students, to drink coffee and talk with other
students after lunch. “These moments, with my fellow students, brief as they were, were very important
for me,” Naruhito wrote. %HB& [2024-06-24 | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS)

*lcebreaker for active discussion

1. The Emperor's research topic is related to water. How important is water to mankind?

2. How do you feel about being destined to become emperor? A debate about female emperors is underway.
what is your take on it?

3. In your opinion, what are the good points of goodwill diplomacy among Imperial families?

4. Make sentences using the following words: premier, retractable, fascination, chronicle, scatter, and ascend..
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