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CHAPTERl

THE RESPONSTBILITY OF
THE CHURCH

The Purpose of God

The plan and purpose of God is not merely to save as many people as
possible and have them wait around to go to heaven. This is a popular
Christian misconception, but it is not the plan of God. The purpose of
God, through His church, is to reveal His glory over all the eartb as it
says in Psalm 72:19: "Praise be to his glorious n€une forever; may the
whole earth be filled with his glory." It is the responsibility of the
church to completely fulfill this task. The church in its present condi-
tion won't do this, but the church in the new apostolic reformation will
do it. God won't be satisfied with isolated pockets of His glory filling
church buildings in certain sections of town. His glory must fill the
earth.

In order to understand apostolic ministry, there must first be an under-
standing of these two key Scrþtures: Genesis'1.:26 and Matthew 28:19,
20. h Genesis 1:28 God told Adam to fill the earth and subdue il and to
take dominion over every living thing on the earth, sea, and in the air:

God blessed them and said to thnn, "Be fruitful ønd increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule ouer the fish of the sea and
the birds of the air and oaer eoery liuing creøture tlnt moaes on the
ground."

And in Matthew 28:1.9-20, ]esus tells His disciples to go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, teaching them to obey everything. Basically, these
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two Scrþtures mean the same, which is for the church to go and take
ove{, make disciples of all nations, rule other nations by God's stan-
d.ard-take dominion.

Some Christians have a hard time believing that the church will take
dominion. However/ every time we say the word "Lotd," we proclaim
His authority over every realm. The purpose of God is the purpose of
His church on earth, which is to take dbminion and authority over all
power and principalities.

Adam

It was always God's plan to take dominion over the earth. God gave
Adam that command when he was put on eartþ but he failed. Adam
was told to be fruitrul and multiply and to subdue, and then he would
be blessed.

Adam was to subdue what was in the garden, and also what was out-
side the garden. He was supposed to subdue and take authority over
everything. He was to tame it, train it, change i! convert i! whatever
was to be done in the way of taking dominion, he was to do so the gar-
den would grow. Adam never took dominion inside the garderL so he
certainly could" not subdue what was outside of it.

When Eve had the dialog with the serpent (Gen. 3:1-7) in the garden
and ate of the tree, Adam was right there with her. He could have said
to Eve, "FIe!, don't eat that." Or he could have said to the serpent, "Get
out of here, now." Though Eve was deceived, it was Adam who missed
the mark. He did not fulfill his purpose and responsibility.Adam had
authority over the serpent (Gen. '1.:19,20),but failed to take dominion
over the situation.

When the Lord told joshua "I will grve you every place where you set
your foot" frosh. L:2-3 NIV), what he was saytng was simply an exten-
sion of what God told Adam in Genesís'1.:26, which is to go and bring a
new thing to the nations of the world, and fill them with the glory of
God. And what God told Adam and ]oshua and the others in the Old
Tþstament is the sarne thing that we see |esus salnng in Matthew 28:L8-
20 which is what we call the Great Commission. Nothing has changed
from the Old Testament to the New Tþstament. God still wants His glory
to fill the earth, and He still wants it to be done through His people.
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]esus is over all rulers, authorities, powers, and principalities (L Pet.
3:22).If He has authority over all those, then so do we; we have author-
ity over all politics, wealtþ violence, etc. The problem in America is
we'd rather claim dominion than work for it. The church in America is
soft. In fact, much of the American church doesn't even know that it is
in a war, and that every Christian has been commanded to take part in
it (Rev. 19:19). While the church was sitting around claiming victory, the
enemy entered the sanctuary and took down God's standards and
replaced them with his own. Psalms 74:3-4 says, "Tirrn your steps
toward these everlasting ruins, all this destruction the enemy has
brought on the sanctuary. Your foes roared in the place where you met
with us; they set up their standards as signs." The enemy has caused
this damage subtly; he did not do it by bringing his full army against
us in an all-out battle-he didn't have to.

Waiting for jesus

For God was pleased to haoe øll his fullness dwell in him, nnd
througþ him to reconcíle to himself all things, whether things on
earth or things in heaaen, by mnking peøce throughhis blood, shed
on the goss.

Col. l":19-20 (NIV)

The most common interpretation of this Scripture is that ]esus is going
to come back; and when He does, He will reconcile all things to
Himself. Whafs happened is that the church says, 'Well, our role is to
just wait till ]esus comes. That is our function. Because when He comes,
He is going to straighten this mess out (which is true), and He will elim-
inate all the evil (which is true), and He will rule and reign (which is
true). He will reconcile all things in heavenly and earthly places (which
is true). Therefore, our role is to wait until He comes." Most of what is
said above is true; the part that is not true is for us to sit around like
some dead weight and wait for ]esus to arrive.

The concept of waiting around till ]esus comes is hurting the growth and
development of the church, and it is keeping the church from its pu¡pose.
This purpose of reconcilitg all things on earth and in heaven is to take
what is our inlreritance, now, while we are still alive and on the earth.

fesus never said, "Wait till I come back," or "Wait till I come and then
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take over" There is only one time that Jesus said to wait, and that was
in Acts l.:4 when He said, "wait for the æft *y Father promised," which
refered to waiting for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

fesus used a synonym in Luke 19:12-13 when He said, "A certain noble-
man went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to
return. And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds,
and said unto them, occupy till I come' (KIV). When Jesus said "occu-
py till f come" in Luke L9zl3, He was sayíng to take dominion, subdue
the land, and bring the Word to a lost world.

That word "occupy" is a military and economic word, or a word hav-
ing to do with business. "Occupyi' as a business term, means to take
over or make the biggest profits. "Occup!," in, military terms speaks of
territory that has been fought for and won in battle and is now under
Marshal Law or military law. ]esus was advising His apostles to con-
duct warfare and to occupy cities, territories, and nations.

During Marshal Law or military law, whatever the military general
says is the law of the land. During hurricane Hugo, in Charleston,
South Carolina, the mayor and the chief of police went on TV and
declared Marshal Law. Thuy warned anyone who was thinking of
breaking the law of what it meant to be under Marshal Lawi it meant
that a looter had no legal rights and could be shot on the spot. The
Marines and the A*y wete õalte¿ in to guard the city.

]udea was under Marshal Law during the time of ]esus. Pontius Pilate
was the Apostle General of ]udea. "General" meant he was the leader
of the military; "apostle" meant he was the authorify. He was the total-
ity of the law, and all rule and authority of judea was under him.

In the Fullness of Time

In Ephesians l.:10, Paul is not saying that it is when we die that we
receive our inheritance: "To be put into effect when the times will have
reached their fulfillment-to biing alt things in heaven and on earth
together under one head, even Christ." He is talking about appropriat-
ing our inheritance now in this life by reconciling all things in heaven
and earth, and having all things come under His feet. When every
ruler, authority, power, principality, and all wickedness in high places
is under His feet, it is under our feet. We are the body, and as the body,
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all things are under us, for we are seated with him in heavenly places,
far above every ruleç authority, power, principality, and all wickãdness
in high places.

Old Tþstament Prophecies fulfilled

Every generatiorç for the last two thousand years, has felt that ]esus is
coming at any moment, and every generation has lived in the expectan-
cy of His coming which is based on us fuitilling what He has revealed
to us. ]esus is being held back from coming again until there is a corpo-
rate expression, a corporate bride, and. a bride without spot or blemish.
This is made plain in Acts 3:21,.jesus cannot come again until everything
that was promised through the OId Tþstament has been fulfilled: "He
must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore every-
thing, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets."

Prophecies Not Yet Fulfilled

|esus is held back from coming because it is not yet time; because all
things that the prophets have said in the Old Tþstament have not yet
been fulfilled. When all that the prophets have said, revealed, under-
stood, and are acted upon, then we will see His coming. He will come
like a thief in the night, and we will be totally surprised.

The apostles preached out of the Old Tþstament and primarily out of
the books of the prophets. Th"y taught the mystery in the Old
Testament was Ch¡íst and Christ in the church. There is a great deal in
the books of the prophets that have to be fulfilled. Until these things are
wibressed on the earth (the visions in Zechariah and Ezekiel, etc.), we
are not going to witness the fullness of His coming.

Inherit While Alive

In Ephesians 1.:18 it says: 'The eyes of your understanding may be
enlightened that you may know the hope of His calling and what the
riches of His glory of His inheritance is in the saints." All the saints
have an inheritance, and we don't have to die before we get our inher-
itance. We get it while we are still living; it is the hope of our calling.
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M*y Christians are emotionally sick and have no hope because th"y
have convinced themselves that they are not called to minister. We need
to understand that every one of us is called to ministry, ú it is not in a
pulpit, it is certainly in the marketplace of the secular world. You may
have a secular job, but that is your ministry. Your employer pays your
salary so you can have a pay check and carry out the ministry to which
God has called you. Your ministry may be as a car salesman, doctoq
lawyer, or engineer. l,Vhy is it that we have such a overly religious view
of ministry?

We have to ask ourselves, is reconciling all things important to the
return of Christ? Yes, when Christ comes again, all things in heaven and
earth will be reconciled. To reconcile all things is our inheritance in
Christ. Adam was told to take dominion; Joshua was told to take domin-
ion; and ]esus told us to take dominion. Therefore, our task ought to be
our Father's business of taking dominion and reconciling all things.

A Subtle Shift

We are in a subtle shift of church leadership which is goíng on around
the world. It is in the way leaders think of ministry, how th"y view it
and how they function in it. This shift in thinking is called the
Apostolic Reformation, and it has to do with the fact that we have the
leadership r pow€t, anointing, stategy, etc. to take dominion and take
our inheritance.

The church is undergoing rapid change. If you're doing church the
sarne way you did it ten years ago, you're already caught up in yester-
day's movement and trapped in a religious system. Although God is
the same yesterday, today, and forever, He is a God of change (direc-
tiory plans, etc.). Ministers' manuals can't lead us in the change that is
happening in our day. Romans 8:L4 says that those who are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God. God is leading this movement. If God
didn't change (direction, plans, etc.), there would be no need to be led.

The Apostolic Movement Is an Old Thing

The apostolic movement may be new to many, but it's not really a new
thi.g. It is the restoration of a very old thing-the church. The apostolic
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movement is bringing God's goverrunent to the church. It is the cata-
lyst to take the church to its place of dominance. It will establish the
King's domain and the kingdom of God on earth.

According to Webster's Dictionarlr to restore means to "bring back into
existence or use; to bring back to the original condition; to put (some-
one) back in prior position." Restoration simply means the act of restor-
ing. This being the case, we need to take action to see that the apostolic
ministry is brought back into existence. I believe that there are a few
key things that we will see restored through apostolic ministry. First,
the relationship between merç women, and the family and next will be
the establishment of God's patriarchal pattern of government. Then we
will see order come to the other miniskies of the church such as mis-
sions, finances, translocal ministry and the structures that support
these ministries and the church.

The Power to Be a Witness

]esus said in Acts l":5-8:

For lohn bøptized with water, but in a few doyt you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit. So when they met together, they øsleed him,
"Lord, are you øt this time going to restore the kingdom to lsrøel?"
He said to them: "lt is not for you to þ*tow the times or døtes the
Føther lns set by his own authority. But you will receiae pou)er
when tlæ Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in lerusnlem, and in øll ludea and Sømøria, ønd to the ends of the
eørth." (NfV)

This Scripture, which says that we are witnesses for the Lord is a
prophetic proclamation of future events, as are the passages in |oshua
1:2-3, Genesis '1,:26, and Matthew 28:19-20, all of which speak of domin-
ion and taking our inheritance in Christ.

]esus tells us that we are going to be baptized in the Holy Ghost, and in
Acts L:8 He tells that we a.re going to receive power when we ere bup-
ttzed with the Holy Ghost which will enable us to be His witnesses in
our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, which rep-
resents our locali$, city, regiory nation and other nations.

]esus speaks in Matthew 28:18-19: 'All authority in heaven and on
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