10. Third Declension

Lesson in a Nutshell

Third declension nouns may be masculine, feminine, or neuter and have a
stem that ends in a consonant.

First declension nouns are generally end in o or 1, are usually feminine, and follow only
one pattern.

Second declension nouns generally end in an 0, may be masculine or neuter, and follow
two patterns which differ slightly from each other.

Third declension nouns end in a consonant and may be masculine, feminine, or neuter.
They are in yellow below.

Noun Endings
Masculine Feminine Neuter Masc/ Fem Neuter

(2nd declension) (1st declension) (2nd declension) (3rd declension) | (3rd declension)

Nominative Aoyog apxn epyov copg dog
subject OG word O or n beginning ov work G flesh - light

Genitive oV Aoyov 0CoNG o apxNg ov EPYov o COpPKOG oc dwTog

possession of a word a beginning of work of flesh of light

Dative AoyQ opxn EPYQ copK1 owTL
in, with, to, by 0;) to a word (,1 or n to a beginning (9 to work 1 to flesh 1 to light

Accusative Aoyov apxnv gpyov copKoL dwg
object ov word oLV or 'ﬂV beginning ov work o flesh light

Nominative Aoyot apyoL Epyo COPKEG oot
subject o1 words ol beginnings o works EQ fleshes o lights

Genitive AOY@V apYwv EpyQV COpKOV o0TOV
possession WV of words of beginnings Vv of works |0V of fleshes (02 of lights

Dative o1C Loyoig opyoG 01¢ gpYyolg lovy copEv Glv dwov

in, with, to, by to words to beginnings to works to fleshes to lights

Accusative Aoyoug 0PYOG Epya cOpKag dwTo
object OUG words beginnings o works ag fleshes o lights

Let’s look first at the noun capé. Zapé is a third declension, feminine noun. The stem of
cdcp& is copxk. Itis pretty easy to see how the endings are attached to copx except in
the nominative singular.

We would expect OOPKC
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But instead we get GOCP&_,

Here is what happened: The kG was changed to a &. If you think about it, this makes
perfect sense. The sound a & makes is “kc.”

cOpKC > oopé

Time Out

This the perfect opportunity to introduce you to the Square of Stops.

The Square of Stops is a table that tells you what happens when certain consonants
collide. You can find it on page 6 of the Master Chart

Collision of Consonants
The Square of Stops

The Square of Stops is a nifty way to show how consonants collide to create new
letters. For the most part, it is intuitive.

Square of Stops

when aspirates are reduplicated they become unvoiced

If two letters collide in such a way that they sound like a third letter, Greek simply
replaces the two colliding letters with the letter whose sound they make.
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There are two primary letters which create this collision: sigma and theta.

Addition of Sigma

Labials are made with the lips as in t, B, and 0.

Try pronouncing any labial plus sigma:

o, Bo o

Can you see why the result is a

|V

Velars are made in the back of the throat as in x, vy, and ¥.

Try pronouncing any velar plus sigma:

KO, YO (O

Can you see why the result is a

¢,

Dentals are made when the tongue touches the front teeth as in 1, 6, and 6.

Try pronouncing any dental plus sigma:

T0, 00 00

Can you see why the result is a

O-

The dental is dropped because it is so awkward to pronounce it before the sigma.
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Addition of Theta

Square of Stops

when aspirates are reduplicated they become unvoiced

Unvoiced consonants do not engage the vocal chords. Try pronouncing ©, K, and T
and notice that the vocal chords are not used.

Voiced consonants engage the vocal chords. Try pronouncing B, y. and 8 and notice
that the vocal chords are used.

Aspirate consonants involve the flow of air. Try pronouncing ¢, %, and 6 and notice the
flow of air.

Interesting, eh?

Here is the general rule: When you add 6 to a voiced or unvoiced aspirate, it becomes
the related aspirate. For example:

When a 0 is added to the labials T and B, it becomes ¢0. In other words

no > O
BO > ¢06

When a 0 is added to the velars ¥ and v, it becomes 6. In other words

k0 > 0
v0 > %O
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When a 0 is added to the dentals T and 9, it becomes 60. In other words

0 > o0
00 > o6

If this is overwhelming right now, don’t worry.
We will have the opportunity to see this again
and again. You will get the hang of it.

Back to Third Declension

Noun Endings The neuter noun, 6w¢, is built on the stem dpwr.

Masc/ Fem Neuter. . . . .
(8rd declension) } (Srd declension) § |t js obvious how the endings are being attached
N°';f,'b'j‘ec}“’° (L R except in the nominative singular and dative
Genitive P— suwoc | Plural. Remember the Square of Stops?
&| possession OG of flesh OQ of light
3 H . . .
g| ,Dative | 9] 1 gim | When sigmais added to a dental, the dental is
Accusative copKa oG dropped (see p. 61 above).
object O fesh —  light
Nominative gc ooexec| o doto TG > G
subject G fleshes lights
Genitive J— o0ty So dwT¢ becomes WC (nominative singular)
© possession v of fleshes wv of lights and
=
o Dativ copELy odwoLy _
Bl ey | O worieshes| OV 1oiights dwTolv becomes ¢V (dative plural)
Accysative] o | o

Square of Stops

when aspirates are reduplicated they become unvoiced
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Also, please notice that the nominative singular forms are often odd but the

genitive forms are always regular.

If you want to find out in what consonant a third declension noun ends, look at the
genitive singular form. Remove the noun ending (0¢) and you will see the final
consonant.

Some Greek students are terrified of third declension
nouns. This is a problem because there are lots of them!
There is no need to fear. Although they are not as
consistent as first and second declension nouns, the
patterns are fairly easy to see in context.

Here are examples of masculine, feminine, and neuter third declension nouns which
play by the rules: avnp, yvvn, and ovouo.

Third Declension Nouns

Masc . eminine Neuter,
(3rd declension) (3rd declension) (3rd declension)
Nominative ovnp yovn OVOLLOL
subject S man woman - name
Genitive 0 avdpog Yuvoukog o OVOWLOLTOC
8 possession S of man of woman S of a name
= n B 7 7 7
= Dative 1 ovopt YUVOLKL 1 OVOLLOLTL
%) in, with, to, by to man to woman to a name
Accusative o avdpa YUVOLKO ovopoL
object man woman - name
Nominative €C oLvOpEG YUVOIKEG o OVOLOLTO
subject men women names
Genitive @V ovop @V YUVOLK®OV @V OVOLOTOV
= possession of men of women of names
= . ’ ’ > ’
z|  Dative ovdpoovy yuvoigiv OVOLLOCLY
in, with, to, by | O " tomen to women Olv to names
Accusative oc ovopag YUVOLKOG o OVOLOLTOL
object men women names
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Here are examples of some third declension nouns that do not perfectly follow the chart.
However, notice the similarities.

TOTNP, TOTPOC,

XOPLS, O M 5 1EPEVC, €EWC, O | YEVOC, OVG, TO

Nominative | yop1c ToTNP 1epEVC YEVOC

% %gg'eist;g,? XOPLTOC TOTPOC 1EpPEWC YEVOUC

2

? JDative | yapitt ToTpl lepet Yyeve
Accusative | yapiv TOTEPQL 1epEQ; YEVOG
No'gjgjgtive YOPLTEC TOLTEPEC 1EpELC YEVI

g Gpggeist;gf YOPLTOV TOTEPWV LEPEMV YEVOV

o

Jpative | yapiot[v] ToTpoot|v] 1epevct[v] yeveot[v]

Accgg,jsegﬁ"e YOPLTOLC TOLTEPOLC lepeLC YEVI

The best way to master third declension nouns is to read lots of Greek. And that is fun!
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Let’s practice our third declension with a sentence.

TIGTIC CWIEL OLVIPOC KOl YUVOLLKOG T1) SVVOLLEL

faith saves men and women by the power

NS YOPLTOC.

of grace

word ending case function in sentence
nicng o nominative subject
v \ ~ accusative .
OLVOPOLC KOl YUVOLLKOLC (/e (plural) object
Xdptrog 0¢ genitive possession
SUvopel 1 dative indirect object

Noun Endings

Masc/ Fem Neuter
| (@ddecenson) | Grddecenson) § |y this example, the Greek word order is similar to
Nominative| ¢ % | -~ s | English so the translation is easy:
g Sonitive | o Wa| op Y
] _ Dative p soet | oL gem
@ | in, with, to, by to flesh to light
Accusative| o oforef 99 1 Faith saves men and women by the power of grace.

Nomin ttlve €C capkeg | o dwTo

subjec fleshes lights

Genitive CUPKOY b0tV
possession wv of fleshes WV of lights

Plural

Dative capELy dwolv
in, with, t0, by | OV tofleshes| OV  tolights

Accusative copKOg dwTo
object ag fleshes o lights

1 Notice that we do not translate the article. Abstract nouns in Greek often have the article in Greek. We
do not use in in English.
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Conclusion
So there you have it: The syntax and morphology of Greek nouns.

You may be blown away by this week. Do not be discouraged! As we continue on
together we will see this over and over. You will learn to recognize these patterns and it
will start to make sense.

If you have never studied a highly inflected language (where words change forms a lot)
these ideas are completely new to you. No not worry if you find it difficult. That is
normal!

We are developing uncharted areas of your mind. This is a good thing! Your brain is
getting bigger. Pretty soon you will look like those really smart aliens on Star Trek.
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