SADDLEBACK NOTES

OPEN THE DOOR
Easter message
Pastor Andy Wood
April 8-9, 2023

LIFE’S BIG QUESTIONS:
What happens when | die?
How can | know | will go to heaven when | die?
“Two others, both criminals, were led out to be executed with him. When they
came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals
were also crucified—one on his right and one on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father,
forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled
for his clothes by throwing dice. The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. ‘He

saved others,’ they said, ‘let him save himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the
Chosen One.” Luke 23:32—35 (NLT)

3 RESPONSES TO JESUS:

1. Sit with

Apathy says “Look at that”

2. Stand in

“The soldiers mocked him, too, by offering him a drink of sour wine. They called out
to him, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ A sign was fastened above
him with these words: ‘This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals hanging
beside him scoffed, ‘So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself—
and us, too, while you're at it!"” Luke 23:36-39 (NLT)

Opposition says “Prove it”

“But the other criminal protested, ‘Don’t you fear God even when you have been
sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done
anything wrong.” Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your
Kingdom.” Luke 23:40-42 (NLT)
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3. Surrender by

Surrender says “Save me”

There is a big difference between requiring proof and requesting provision.

HOW LITTLE DO | NEED TO KNOW?

1. My lifeis

2. I deserve to die.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Romans 6:23 (NIV)

3. Ineed a

4. Jesus is the solution.

“And Jesus replied, | assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Luke 23:43 (NLT)

“He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. He
came to his own people, and even they rejected him. But to all who believed him
and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.”

John 1:10-12 (NLT)

“Look! | stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, |
will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.”

Revelation 3:20 (NLT)
“l surrender as much of myself as | can to as much of you as | understand.”
“Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have

life. I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that
you may know you have eternal life.” 1 John 5:12-13 (NLT)

Easter survey

1. apathy 2. opposition 3.faith 4. temporary 5. savior
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